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A Candle in the Dark by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala
Hello everyone,

As most of you know by now, and some of you may not, our club went
through a rather big upheaval a couple of weeks ago as far as our Board of
Directors is concerned. Our now past-President, Scott Mitchell, resigned his
post as the leader of the club and ultimately, as a member of the club. The
things that caused him to resign were unfair and should never have
happened, and it saddens us to have lost a member with such passionate
interest in the club.

In light of his departure, the remainder of the Board, except for myself, saw
fit to appoint me as President of the Ann Arbor Magic Club for the remainder
of the year, to which there were no vocalized objections from those present.
I will also remain as the Secretary during this time. At the June meeting I
made an appeal to the members in attendance, in the form of an open letter
to the club, regarding the future of the club. I will recreate that for you here,
if only to reiterate my points and for the benefit of those who were not
there:

"Thank you all for coming here tonight. There are some things that we need
to address, and we will do that in a quick and timely manner. The meeting
this evening with not be a place for political debate - there is plenty of that
outside these walls.

As many of you know by now, our former President, Scott Mitchell, has
resigned. The reasons for this are many, none of them necessary but suffice
to say that it is sad that it happened and that it never should have. That
said, this subject will also not be up for discussion or debate here tonight.




I stand here before you all tonight to ask you, the members, to give us, the
Board, YOUR Board, your ideas, your insights, your wants and needs. We
have taken the ideas we have gotten thus far this year and used them to
create a program for the meetings that is fun for everyone. Find any of the
Board members and let us know what you think. Ask questions. Attend
Board meetings.

For any number of reasons, our membership numbers are down. In order to
secure the future viability and survivability of this club, certain changes must
be made. Allow us to do our jobs, trust us and have faith in us but please,
keep these matters within the club. We need you to give us your trust and
have faith that we can work to make sure this club survives and continues
for not only our enjoyment, but also that of future generations. We are here
to help you.

We look forward to having a great rest of the year and hearing your ideas
and concerns and answering questions that you may have. Thank you again
for coming and thank you for your kind attention.”

SO, having said all of that, I look forward to serving all of you as your
President pro tem for the remainder of the year. During that time, I am
wholly committed to helping this club grow, to flourish, to creating more
benefits for members and making everything more fun and enjoyable for
everyone. I know I can speak for the rest of the Board members - Mr.
Jones, Mr. Krozal and Mrs. Smith, in saying that they are all committed to
doing the same and we will continue working hard to make that, and much
more, a reality. See you all in July!

Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cedoz - President

SS'FEBU][E NGIEOR D@ W@D}EMU

’—So:ﬂr—

B =

——
\ - gt
Qud’é‘ .’-?—~___ — . . _—
i _~/_" - s
"l..‘

e “FR -

SO YOU'LLHAVETO Pll'l' UP WITH

THIS ONE LINER — <

ma nmbcuwt



The Fleshman Lecture
June 6th, 2018
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DPan Flespomanlectured for our club in June. It was a riot

when the busboy was caught watching - you had to be there to
appreciate the hilarity that ensued!










John Osborne celebrating his
79t birthday with the Ann Arbor
Magic Club! We celebrated with a

cake for everyone, complete with a
candle! Happy Birthday, John!
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TRIVIA QUESTION
This prolific magician, author,
illustrator, editor and publisher has
written, illustrated and/or
published well over 100 books and
magazines on magic, many of them
best sellers and collectible works. A
few of his books have been
featured in past Ex Libris articles.
Who is he???
Answer after the Ex Libris
article!




Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D.

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for July 2018! I hope all our
northern hemisphere friends have been enjoying the heat and the
mugginess...blech! It is only min-June and we have already had a couple of
days in this area top 36°C/98°F. Time to take it easy and rest in the air
conditioning or relax in the pool if you have one. I have the perfect book for
you to try out this month; it is quite an easy book to Read and the book is
called Thanks to Pepys by Bob Read. Yes, I went there...

This book is a 60-page spiral bound book self-published by Bob in 1973. If
you do not know the name Bob Read, you should! Bob was a brilliant
magician from England and a very funny guy. His specialty was not only
being a comedic magician but also a very smooth and polished one, thus
making him very deceptive. Nothing he did really required elaborate props
and most of what he did depended on borrowing all necessary items, or at
the very least, being able to find them anywhere you happen to be.

This book is written in a bit of a different format than most books. The whole
intent of it is that if you follow this book to the letter, and give everything
the practice they deserve, you will end up with a polished, professional 12-
minute close-up act that is completely impromptu! The book starts out by
introducing Sam Pepys (pronounced like ‘peeps’) and an idea for using a
violin case to transport any props.

After that he tells you everything you will need to do everything included in
the book. After you gather the necessary things and are ready to begin, that
is where the layout is a bit unusual, but not in a bad way. Bob used a lot of
word play jokes and gags, and because of that there were certain points
during the effects where certain lines should be used. Well, he took care of
that point for you too. On the left page you will see the handlings and the
descriptions of the moves/sleights/etc. On the right-hand page, the text of
the script appears adjacent to the appropriate move in the description.
Because of this, some of the right-hand pages have a lot of blank spaces.

The entire book reads as if Bob were speaking to you, right down to his use
of the vernacular. To be fair, some of that comes from the gags and puns,
but even the instructional portion reads that way. The descriptions are
thorough but not so detailed that it takes four pages to describe a two-
second move. You might have to read some passages more than once before



they make sense to you, but everything is there, and the instructions are
complete.

Normally I would encourage you to read things and make things your own -
the same can still apply here but the whole point to this book was that Bob
Read was giving you a complete, polished, professional impromptu close-up
act with which you can do a whole twelve minutes, all without having to
carry a bunch of stuff around, complete with lines, jokes, gags and script, as
long as you give it the practice it deserves. Now, having said that, of course
it is not necessary to do everything in this book - you may not even like
everything in it, but that is okay too. Any of the gags and effects herein can
be used on their own.

So, that is a lot of information on the teaching and intentional parts of this
book. What is actually in it? Quite a nice variety, really. One thing that Bob
Read was very well known for, his stunning production of a full, sealed bottle
of Champagne, wine, etc. is described herein. He describes a great Coins
Across where at the end, all four go across at once, there is his Knife
Through Coat, there is one card effect, and even his handling for Miser’s
Dream which he calls the Miser’s Mouchoire. There is a total of eight effects,
plus additional sight gags.

Put all these features together and it makes this book very easy to read and
a lot of fun to think about how you would use the effects, jokes, gags and
lines in it. If you are not familiar with Bob Read, check out the Impromptu
Miracles of Bob Read from L&L Publishing, and, the Bob Read Collection,
which is a series of four DVDs. Much of the work in Thanks to Pepys is
detailed in the L&L videos, in addition to some effects not in the book, such
as his wonderful and fooling Transpo Tumbler, along with some extra hints
and tips for things that were not in the book.

If you enjoy impromptu magic or would not mind learning more about how
to become a better performer (impromptu or otherwise), be sure to pick up
a copy of this book. It really is fantastic! Join me again next month as we
travel a little further back into 20t century and over to the Far East...sort of!
-J. M. A.



TRIVIA ANSWER
None other than Richard Kaufman! You might remember Expert Coin
Technique, The Secrets of Brother John Hamman, The Amazing Miracles of
Shigeo Takagi and Spirit Theater, among others, from previous articles. All
of them are books written, illustrated and/or published by Richard

Kaufman!

A surgeon was just finishing The other day I visited a
up and about to close the shop that sells medieval
incision when the patient suits of armor. Itis a
woke up and said, “I will hard wear store!

close my own incisions,

thank you very much.” The Why to SCUBA divers
surgeon reluctantly gave always fall backward out of
him the needle and said, a boat? Because if they fell

“Okay, suture self!” forward they would still be
in the boat!

Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!

ABC Magic Shop
69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, M1 48043 / (586) 790-3700
http://abcmagicshop.com/

Wunderground Magic, Inc. /16 S. Main St., Clawson, Ml 48017
(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/

AAMC Board Contacts
President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com
Vice President: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com
Secretary: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com
Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com
Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com
Librarian: Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com
Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com
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Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net
Website: http://www.aamagic.org/

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution?
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at Senate Coney Island
Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6
p-m. if you want to eat.
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