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A Candle in the Dark 
By Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 

 

Hello everyone - we hope you have all been doing well and staying safe! 

 

As I sit here writing this, my farewell edition of the newsletter as your (now) 
past-President, I cannot help but look back on my time both as a club 

member before being on the board, and on my time as the Secretary and 

then, President. It has been a wild and crazy ride at times, but it was always 

a lot of fun and always magical! The best part was being able to share it with 
everyone in the club over the years. 

 

For those of you that have not heard by now, I have accepted a position up 

in Charlevoix, Michigan and my family and I are relocating starting this 
month, and all of us will be moved up by the end of June after the school 

year ends for the kids. 

 

With that being the case, the Board had a discussion and we previously 

unanimously agreed that the club would be better served by a president that 
is able to physically be in this geographical area. I voluntarily stepped down 

and Mr. Dan Jones has assumed the full role as the President of the Ann 

Arbor Magic Club for the remainder of the term, which will conclude in 2023. 

CONGRATULATIONS to you, Dan! I know you will do wonders for the club 
and everything is in good hands! 

 

This will be the last newsletter that I will be writing and compiling – I will 

still contribute book articles in the future, either to newsletters or direct-to-
website. I am not leaving the club entirely, just stepping down from the 

Board, and I do plan on attending events with the club as time allows. 

 

I want to thank everyone here for all your kind words, your time, your help, 
your trust, and for sharing your unique brands of magic, as well as those 

who have opened their homes for sessioning and for club events! I will 

forever treasure my time with the club and look forward to what the future 



brings! For now, stay in touch. My phone number and email will not be 

changing at all, so you can always call, text, or email, and I look forward to 
hearing from you! 

 

Yours in the Secret Art, 

 
Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cedoz 

-- Dr. J. -- 

 

 

Notes from the Quill 
By President Dan Jones 

 
Notes on the April 2021 meeting from President Dan Jones: 

 

We had a great meeting on April 14th at the Senate Coney Island 

in Livonia! In attendance were 14 members and 2 guests. 

 

Rob Krozal performed an entertaining version of the Chen Lee 

Water Suspension that he learned centuries ago…in China! 

 
Ming & Barbara Louie brought a table for us to use that was a 

simple, sturdy percussion music stand. Johnny New York 

performed a stunning card prediction using different cards from a 

rainbow deck. The principal was mathematic and works 

automatically but the presentation was great! 

 

Ken McGee did a multi-bill switch similar to "Heiny  500" where 

he changed American currency to foreign bills of a spectator’s 

choosing using some mental influences. Michael Doyle 

performed Mental Die where a die is rolled by a spectator and 
hidden from view. Michael could divine the number even from 

across the room! 

 

Dan Jones brought some oddities of physics to show. The first 

was a device called an Euler's Disc (pronounced like ‘oilers’) 

which is a large metal disc that seems to defy the laws of gravity 

by spinning longer & faster than expected. The second was a 

Rattleback Bar which seems to alter the laws of physics. It will 



spin normally counterclockwise but when spun clockwise, it will 

spin, rattle to a stop, and then spin in the other direction. Weird! 

 

Along those same lines, Sergeant-at-Arms Sean Naes 
demonstrated a " Singing Ring" which I cannot explain here but 

which Sean does very well and uses to gather crowds while 

busking. Very cool! Ming Louie did a wooden block off rope 

routine which was visual & very entertaining! Bob Goodwin 

performed two of his routines at members’ tables. 

 

 

President Jones Says 

Remember that our next meeting is on Wednesday May 12th @ 

Senate Coney Island, 34359 Plymouth Road in Livonia. 
Meeting starts at 7 p.m., arrive at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat! The theme this month is Parlour Magic! Captain Sean will 

also teach a sequence for the classic Professor’s Nightmare! See 

you then! 

 

 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the Ex Libris article for May 2021! May the 
Fourth be with you, and Feliz Cinco de Mayo! 

 

This month there are a lot of big changes happening all around me, 

especially as I type this article. They are what inspired the article for this 
month, which focuses on big changes of a different sort…the book I am 

highlighting this month is an old favorite: Super Cents: Trix with Giant 

Pennies by Jerry Mentzer, a 26-page, 5.5 x 8.5 saddle-stitched softcover 

book originally published in 1972. 

 
As you can tell this rather short booklet deals with jumbo coins, but not in 

the sense you might be thinking – the jumbo coins referred to in the book 

are the old copper Sudbury Lincoln pennies, which are the size of American 

dollar coins (38.1 mm). The effects in this book are not dependent on heavy 
sleight of hand and are in fact rather easy with a little bit of practice. They 

are intended as standalone “quickies” and as filler bits in a larger routine. 

 



Some of my favorite effects in here include Penny-Penny, Who Has the 

Penny which is similar to the John Scarne Silver and Copper Trick from the 
Stars of Magic book. Here a silver dollar and a normal penny are shown, the 

silver dollar is given to the spectator and you keep the penny. You say that 

you will cause the coins to change places, and they do! You show that you 

now hold the silver dollar, but they are surprised because when they open 
their hand, they are now holding a large copper penny! 

 

Magnified Coin starts with a normal penny and when you use a magnifying 

glass to get a better look, and then remove the magnifying glass, the penny 
remains in its magnified condition! One of my favorite items from Gregory 

Wilson was his Honest Abe, which takes this effect one step further for the 

finale! 

 
Undercover Inflation and Gypsy Switch Inflation both use a silk handkerchief 

to cause a normal penny to grow in size in a visual way that is beautiful to 

watch, the latter of course using the old Gypsy Switch with the handkerchief. 

The 3 Penny Trick is a take on the Gadabout Coins/2 in the Hand, 1 in the 

Pocket effect with an ending that makes cents (see what I did there?) – 
instead of the coins vanishing at the end, they turn into a large penny! 

 

There is more to this great little booklet and the effects are all a lot of fun to 

play around with, and the book is pretty easy to find cheaply at magic shops 
and on the second-hand market. Next month, I will look at the natural 

follow-up to this book, but remember, it might not be in a newsletter and 

only on the website, so keep your eyes peeled! 

 
Take care everyone and remember: Keep the magic alive! 

 

J.M.A. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did the grape say when it got crushed? Nothing, it just let 
out a little wine. 

 
I want to be cremated because that is my last hope for a 

smoking hot body! 
 

Mr. Mack Keroni is an absolute legend – his sister bet him he 
could not make a car out of spaghetti. You should have seen her 

face when he drove pasta! 
 

The U.S. Mint closed its operations – it makes no cents. 



Support our local brick and mortar magic shop! 
 

Wunderground Magic Shop 
16 S. Main Street 

Clawson, Michigan 48017 
248.280.5925 

 
 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club Board of Officers 
 

President – Dan Jones – dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Vice President – Vacant 

Secretary – Frank Machniak – fmachniak@icloud.com 

Treasurer – Rob Krozal – rkrozal@yahoo.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms – Sean Naes – sean@naes.cc 
Librarian – Vacant 

Historian - Vacant 

 
www.aamagic.org 

 
You can also find us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/annarbormagicclub/ 
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