
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

A Candle in the Dark 

By President Joaquin M. Ayala 
 

Happy March everyone! We are trudging along to the spring season, time for 

another change! As we speak, many things are happening in the world right 

now regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, but by far and large many places 
are starting to open again with the same stringent (in some cases even, 

more so) social distancing and sanitation protocols in place as in previous 

times.  

 

Why I am I bringing this up? Because this month we are hosting our monthly 
meeting IN PERSON at the Senate Coney Island in Livonia. Masks will be 

required, and attendance is NOT mandatory, but we hope that some of you 

feel safe enough to attend the meeting this month. It is not the time to let 

up our guard, and it has been proven that these meetings can be held safely 
if protocol is followed. If it were not safe, we would not be doing it. 

 

We completely understand if you are hesitant to attend – we even 

encourage you to stay at home, especially if you have any pre-existing 
conditions, even if you have gotten the vaccine.  

 

That said, we are going to try and broadcast the meeting via ZOOM for 

anyone who would like to attend virtually, and that link will be sent out later 

this week.  
 

OKAY – on with the magic! The theme this month is sort of two things tied 

into one. Magician in Trouble is the theme for this meeting – those are the 

effects where it looks like you screwed up and have no way out but end up 
triumphant in the end. This will be followed by a conversation we like to call, 

“Oops, My Bad” - recovery from actual mistakes! What effects did you really 

mess up on in the past during performances and how did you get out of it? 

Bring some effects to share along with your wisdom on accidental recovery! 
 

We hope to see you soon and until then, be safe! 

 

Dr. J. 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club 
 

 

I.B.M. Ring 210                                               March 2021                                                  S.A.M. Assembly 88 



Notes from the Quill 

 
We had a very active month in February! We had about 12 people join us on 

Zoom for the meeting and there were quite a few contributors! Dan Jones 

kicked us off with some great impromptu and a not-so-impromptu effects, 

including the classic Card Warp, a small discourse on the effectivity of the 
French Drop and a simple coin vanish and reproduction using a nice little 

wooden box. Dan called it the Unknown Wooden Box Coin Trick!  

 

Dr. J. did a virtual book review of the Ken Simmons books (3 volumes) on 
the Scotch & Soda coin gaff, which he followed up by performing various 

Scotch & Soda effects from the books and some variations, two of them 

using his favorite S & S accessory called Breakout (made by Sterling Magic 

Co.).  
 

Ming Louie performed the classic Coins Thru Table and even did his Curtis 

Kam impression with a Coin Roll Down flourish! A.A.M.C. member and 

President of Ring 22, Johnny New York, performed and explained a very 

deceptively simple card effect for producing a four-of-a-kind after a card is 
chosen by naming it out loud, at random. 

 

On Saturday February 13th we also hosted our first virtual lecture with 

Venezuelan magician Rafael Benatar joining us all the way from Spain! We 
had several A.A.M.C. members in attendance including Kevin Peshick, Vice 

President Dan Jones, Treasurer Rob Krozal, President Dr. J., Bill Rugh, 

Johnny New York (member and President of Ring 22), Steve Israel 

(member and President of Ring 68 in Toledo), and in total over 30 other 
invited guests from Ring 22 and Ring 68 joined us for this excellent lecture! 

If you missed the lecture it will be up on our website soon under a 

password-protected area. There is also a list of his products available for 

purchase at special prices just for our club members! 

 
Rafael performed some excellent classics from his repertoire, including his 

excellent opener The Favorite Cards of My Friends, You and I (formerly 

entitled Pages), which is a killer Do-As-I-Do effect based off an old Pat 

Page idea and including ideas from fellow Spanish magician, Ramón 
Riobóo. Much of Rafael’s magic is very deceptive while also being within the 

reach of most beginner performers, as well as being perfectly suited to the 

advanced magicians out there. Among the other effects he taught was his 

closer, E-Cups, which is a very easy-to-do Cups & Balls routing using a very 
funny script about his ancestor in the Middle Ages who discovered the 

principles of faxing and e-mail – way back then! A great time was had by all! 

 

 



My wife said I had to give up the corny jokes for 
Lent, but I said, “Not so fast!” 
 

I Lent my gigantic grandfather clock to Dan 

Jones for a show-and-tell. Now he owes me 

big time! 
 

A chimpanzee at the Bronx Zoo was arrested yesterday 
after he started throwing feces at staff members and 
members of the public. Three staff members were rushed 
to the hospital where they were treated for turd debris 
burns. 
 

 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the Ex Libris article for March 2021! I hope 

everyone is doing well! This month I wanted to look at a decidedly modern 

tome, and it is wholly appropriate for the approaching Spring season 

because the cover is bright green, and on the front cover is a guy, all in 
white, sitting on a very, very tiny, bright green couch! That book is Rune’s 

World by Joshua Jay. This is a 180-page, hardcover book first published in 

2010 by Vanishing Inc. Magic and accompanied by a DVD* with 

performance clips on it. 
 

This book features the stand-up and close-up magic of the Danish magician 

Rune Klan (pronounced roughly like ROON-uh KLAyn). Rune is incredibly 

famous in Denmark – a literal household name after his success with many 
performances on his own television specials and live on stages across the 

country, and the rest of the world for that matter. 

 

There is a lot to be said about this book and one of the things that makes it 

most unique is its format – it is presented in the format of a graphic novel, 
which makes it fun to read! The magic contained herein is a mix of coins, 

cards, illusions big and small, sleight-heavy and not-so-sleight-heavy effects 

and more. Rune is very well known for his coin work using no gaffs – not all 

of it is easy to do, but it is very well worth acquiring! 



 

Some stand-out effects from this book include his Three Coins to Purse, 
which is exactly what it sounds like – three coins are produced and then 

vanished, only to be found in a purse. Birds of the World is his pure sleight-

of-hand take on the 3-coin Coins Across plot which ends with three Chinese 

coins appearing in the hand of a spectator! This effect is the finale in an 
entire 8-minute act of coin magic with a trio of effects. You will also find 

another complete coin act which he calls Three Pieces of Silver, which is an 

entire seven-minute act comprised of a trio of coin effects using, simply, 

three coins. 
 

The stand-up and stage magic section are where you really see a wide 

variety of things from the strange to the silly and all the way to the offensive 

– but fear not, Rune talks at length about choosing and performing what 
would widely be considered offensive material without offending any of your 

audience and making yourself the butt of all the jokes. Rune is a magician 

with serious sleight of hand chops, but he is famous for his stand-up comedy 

magic. 

 
To that end, there are things like The Vanishing Pizza, which is not what it 

sounds like, but it is not magical, though it is funny! His Multiplying Billiard 

Ball routine is decidedly a collection of classic moves done in front of the 

body to make it more visible, but the whole thing is done “to music” via your 
Walkman cassette player (remember those?!) and headphones, and the 

whole thing is absurdly funny.  

 

You will find effects using shoes, one with a tampon, a decidedly adult 
version of Torn & Restored photo (remember the discussion Rune has about 

offensive material), and more. The magic that he performs on stage does 

not have a really exciting set-up and a lot of it is played for comedy rather 

than the magic, because he wants people to be laughing. 

 
His stage illusion section is on the smaller side when compared the other 

sections, but there are some interesting ideas including his GIANT Two-Cup 

& Ball routine using two plastic trash cans and a soccer ball, the finale for 

which is producing a lemon…in the hand of the person he produces under 
one of the cups! 

 

There are a lot of really good ideas and fun things to try in this book. If you 

like comedy magic and solid sleight of hand magic, this book is for you. If 
you like edgy and blue material that still has great payoff where you can be 

the butt of everything instead of your audience, you will find that here too. 

Do not let the latter put you off this book – again, Rune talks at length about 

the do’s and don’ts of this kind of material. 



I do hope you give this a shot because the material in here is unique and 

there really is something for everyone in it, all from one of the shamefully 
lesser-known big name magicians – he became a national celebrity for a 

reason because he is funny and he is exceptionally good at what he does, 

and some of his best material is all here for you to peruse and learn! 

 
Join me again next month as we explore another tome from Joshua Jay, a 

modern classic! J.M.A. 

 

 

 

 

Recently Overheard…  

 

In the school parking lot 

 
A guy picking up his two children from school was faced with settling the 

argument of who gets what. The two boys were climbing into the car when 

the older one yelled, “I call the left side!” That did not sit well with the 

younger one who yelled back, “No, I want the left side!” “No, I get the left 
side!” The dad intervened and said, “Since Eric is older, he can have the left 

side today, and tomorrow you can switch.” “Thanks, Dad.” said the older 

one. “Which side is the left? 

 

In the post office 

 
A man walked into the post office to mail a package and he put it all up on 

the counter. “Two-day shipping will cost $12.95 to get it there by Friday,” 

the postal worker told him. The customer, clearly looking to save a few 

bucks, said, “Well it does not have to get there until Saturday. Is there any 
way to make that happen?” The postal worker said, “Yes sir. You can bring it 

back tomorrow.” 

 

In the grocery store 

 
“Yesterday was my 18th birthday!” a customer told the clerk at the customer 

service desk. He then asked for his very first lottery tickets and handed her 

his ID to prove that he was indeed old enough to buy the lottery tickets. She 

told him it was expired. Now thoroughly deflated, he asked her, “Does this 

mean I am not 18?” 
 

 

 

 



Support our local brick and mortar magic shop! 
 

Wunderground Magic Shop 
16 S. Main Street 

Clawson, Michigan 48017 
248.280.5925 

 
 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club Board of Officers 
 

President – Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz – 

chefayala99@gmail.com 

Vice President – Dan Jones – dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Frank Machniak – fmachniak@icloud.com 

Treasurer – Rob Krozal – rkrozal@yahoo.com 
Sergeant-at-Arms – Sean Naes – sean@naes.cc 

Librarian – Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz 

Historian - OPEN 

 
www.aamagic.org 

 
You can also find us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/annarbormagicclub/ 
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