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A Candle in the Dark 

By Joaquin M. Ayala – President 
 

Hello everyone! I trust you all had a fun and safe Halloween and are getting 
ready for what should be an interesting holiday season coming up! 

 
I want to begin by addressing a couple of things that have been both 

observed and brought to my attention regarding the club and its 
membership. 

 
First is our overall participation in the Zoom meetings, but even before the 

pandemic our numbers of members coming and returning to our regular 
monthly meetings has been dwindling. I want to try and fix that, to get 

people back to the club and having fun, but I cannot do that alone. So, my 
questions are: 

 

1) If you have not been attending meetings (both pre-COVID and the 
Zoom meetings), what are the reasons? 

 
2) What can we do differently to encourage you to come to the 

meetings (both Zoom and in-person when we can resume them)? 
 

It has been proposed that we eliminate the business portion of the meetings 
and return to solely discussing the thing we all have a common love for: 

MAGIC! I would happily do this for the foreseeable future as currently, we 
are unable to do much of anything on the business end of the spectrum, so 

we could skip that at the in-person meetings until we can get our numbers 
back up. 

 



PLEASE, email me, text me, call me or write me a letter or send me 
an owl with a note and give us your input – I really, truly hope that 

you can tell us what is going on and what your ideas are on how we 
can make this more fun and encouraging for everyone! 

 
Keep an eye out for a Zoom link for the meeting next week – I will announce 

a theme along with it, so come join us and be prepared to share some 
magic! 

 
 

A.A.M.C. Michigan Close-Up Magic Convention 
At this point it has been suggested by a few members, and I would tend to 

agree, that with the current situation and the ever increasing uncertainty, 
with the renewed rise in COVID-19 cases, that we postpone the convention 

to a later date. I will approach the convention committee with this and will 

report back to you on the consensus. If you have any ideas or suggestions 
on this, PLEASE, let us know! 

 
 

Magic News and Other Resources 
I know many of you are not on Facebook or any form of social media, and 

that is perfectly okay! I just want to remind you that we do have an active 
website and that is a platform that you can use to communicate with each 

other. There is a member-only section that is password-protected, and if you 
do not know what the password is, contact me or Karl Rabe and we will give 

it to you. 
 

On the website we have past articles and newsletters, photographs, a 
memorial page, links to various outside resources and websites, and Karl 

has some truly ingenious DIY articles on there too! The site does need some 

updating, but it is there for all to use! 
 

Speaking of websites, has anyone been watching any of the plentiful virtual 
magic shows and vlogs on offer these days? If not, there are plenty of free 

ones on offer, as well as ticketed events from dealers like Vanishing Inc., 
Tannen Magic, and even the I.B.M. and S.A.M. have regularly sponsored 

events available to members – these events feature performers like Max 
Maven, Jason England, Michael Vincent, Dan Fleshman, Jeff McBride, David 

Copperfield and many more! 
 

 
 



That is all for now – the rest of this newsletter will be lots of fun for you, I 
promise! Stay safe and for all our members and friends here in the U.S., 

have fun, safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Yours in the Secret Art, 
 

Dr. J. 
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Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the Ex Libris article for November 2020! I 
am back this month to follow up the September article where I talked about 

Pocket Power by Jarle Leirpoll. This month I will focus on another lecture 
book by the other Norwegian magician I mentioned in that article. 

 
This month we are looking at Stand-Up Coin Power by Eivind Løwig. It is a 

48-page, saddle-stitched soft cover booklet, self-published by Eivind in 
1997.  

 
Eivind Løwig (pronounced roughly like EYE-vind Luh-vig) is a Norwegian 

magician specializing in coin magic, and that is exactly what his part of the 

co-lecture with Mr. Leirpoll focused on, and these are the accompanying 
lecture notes. In this book you will find some fun and neat ideas – in fact, 

this is the work that initially sparked my interest in coin magic.  
 

In all there are thirteen items in the book (12 effects and 1 concept with 
three applications), all of which were designed for the stand-up performer 

and none which require a table of any sort. A few of them require a standard 
“gimmick” but two of them you can easily make yourself and the third, if you 

do not already own one, will cost not more than $20-25/USD, if that much at 
any magic shop. 

 
The material ranges from easy to difficult, but there is nothing really 

knuckle-busting here. My two absolute favorite effects are Flaming Coin, 
where you produce a coin, which changes into a BiC style lighter, and finally 

the coin is produced from the flame of the lighter.  

 
Vanishing Fistful of Money is exactly what it sounds like – a handful of loose 

change vanishes in an instant (you do have to make the gimmick for this, or 
have one made, but it is not hard). For me, the real meat here was what 

Eivind calls The Pentium Concept. What that is, is a system for switching 
coins, vanishing them and even producing them. Any combination of one, 

https://youtu.be/LTN98ov03mchttps:/youtu.be/LTN98ov03mc


two or all three can be used and you can tailor it to your needs. It does not 
have a clothing requirement, but it does require you to wear a certain 

accessory or what some might consider a piece of “jewelry” – nothing 
special. It allows you to end clean and you can even do it in your underwear 

(if that is your thing)! 
 

To this day this is one of my favorite books on coin magic because it was all 
new to me when I first saw the lecture, and I remember every bit of it. That 

speaks to the power of the material in here (as well as the skill and 
personality of the performers/lecturers). All of the plots have been around 

for a while, and some have been done to death, but Eivind (unbeknownst to 
my uneducated self at the time) made some very nice changes and additions 

to them in order to make them friendly for the stand-up performer. Things 
like his E.L. Coins Across uses just three coins, and it can be combined easily 

with his Vanishing Coins Across (where the coins vanish before they can 

even go across!). 
 

I highly encourage you to seek out a copy of this book – the hard copy 
comes up every now and again at various shops, but it is readily available 

from Jarle Leirpoll at www.leirpoll.com, where you can also find products and 
books by Jarle himself. 

 
That is all for this month folks – with next month comes the end of the year 

already (or perhaps, finally!) and with it, the last article for 2020. It will NOT 
be on a book of tricks or magic effects, but a biography of a very fascinating 

person – a magician, of course. Stay tuned and until then, HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING to our readers in the U.S.A.! - J.M.A. 
 

 

♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The county sponsored a fun run around the grounds of the old flour mill. It 
was nothing special, just run of the mill. 

 

I just got stuck in the elevator. Everyone began to stair. 

Personally, I never trust stairs: they are always up to something! 

 

When I looked in the mirror, I was not happy with my appearance. It 
was a reflection on me. If I were going to change it would require a 

mirrorcle. 

http://www.leirpoll.com/


Okay, time for something on the lighter side. Here is a write-up from the revered 
bizarrist, Eugene “Gene” Poinc using two items that many of us already have in 
the magic closet. Give it a try – this is one of my favorite comedic bits to use 
when I M.C. any given event and it always gets a chuckle! 
 

Fly, Phoenix Bird, Fly! 

On the Performer's table there is a stone altar. Three votive candles are 

burning. One in front of the altar, the others at each side. 

There is also a slim taper beside one of the candles. A silver sacrificial 

receptacle is on the altar. 

Indicating the votive candles one by one the Performer says quietly, "The 

flame of the Past. Flame of the Present...and finally Flame of the future. The 

fires of history illuminating what was, what is, what shall be. Time. That 

awesome enigma -- Time." 

Picking up a fairly large sheet of red paper the Performer begins folding it. 

"Time -- folding in upon itself...a complex concept. Past, Present and Future 

all an omnipresent Now. Perhaps Egypt of ancient yore ever present here 

and now," continues folding the paper, "and the paradoxical truth of its 

mythology." 

The Performer displays the paper. He has made a large origami bird. 

"The Phoenix Bird! In ancient myth it consumed itself in flames for five 

hundred blazing years in fires perhaps brighter than those of the Sun God 

Ra." 

Placing the bird in the sacrificial receptacle the Performer picks up the taper 

and ignites it from the first votive candle, "Flame of the Past..." touches it to 

the second candle, "flame of the Present..." and to the third candle, "...the 

Future." 

The Performer slowly extends the burning taper toward the origami bird, 

saying with hushed reverence, "Five hundred years afire. Five hundred years 

of flame." He sets the bird on fire, somberly watches it burning. "Only to..." 

When the paper bird is at peak blaze the Performer rapidly puts a lid on the 

sacrificial receptacle while simultaneously saying to his assistant, "Quickly, 

the cage!" 

Enthralled, the Performer shouts joyously, "Only to rise from the ashes!" He 

jerks off the lid, "The cage -- quickly, lest it fly away!" 



It's a rubber chicken with some badly burned feathers. The Performer grabs 

it by the neck, jubilantly holds it up to the heavens, he's thrilled to the 

extreme, "You will fly again, oh immortal Phoenix Bird! In the great outdoors 

you will fly up and up and up to outshine the Great Sun God Ra!" 

Ever so reverently, the Performer puts the rubber chicken into the cage, 

whispering with awe, "From ashes to the sun..." 

 

So, I thought of this hours ago, but I'm still giggling. Cracks me up. It must 

be presented ever so seriously. 

It's a fun routine for any performer -- and for the bizarrist who has done a 

few spooky routines but wants to conclude the performance with a laugh 

rather than a shiver this is a strong possibility. 

Partially burn large feathers. Glue them to a rubber chicken. The ideal 

adhesive is a flexible, incredibly strong one called Marine Goop. 

Cover a box with stone or marble adhesive back-wall or shelving paper for 

the altar. 

Most large markets have votive candles in red glass holders. As for the bird 

cage, larger the better. 

Any large bookstore will have a book on Origami paper folding. Dover 

Publications has inexpensive ones available by mail order. Also try your local 

library. Use glossy red paper for the bird. 

Just about everyone knows what to expect when a Dove Pan is used. Here, 

along with the birdcage, the expectation contributes to the surprise comedic 

effect of the absurd looking chicken with burned feathers -- along with the 

Performer being so serious throughout the presentation and, this is 

important, even after the chicken appears. 

See the advantage of crawling around in a dusty, stale aired, spider infested 

junk closet. Oh? You actually clean yours?! How peculiar. 

Have fun! 

Gene [Poinc] 

 

 

 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 
 

ABC Magic Shop 

21525 24 Mile Road, Macomb, MI 48042 / (586) 790-3700 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC Board Contacts 

President:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Vice President: Don Oesterwind, Jr. / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Frank Machniak / fmachniak@icloud.com 

Treasurer:  Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Sean Naes / sean@naes.cc 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us! 
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 

 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month at Senate Coney Island 

Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 

48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 

p.m. if you want to eat. 

***During the COVID-19 lockdown our in-person 

meetings are suspended. During this time, we will 

be using the ZOOM platform to host our monthly 

meetings.*** 
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