
 

 

 

 

 

A Candle in the Dark by President Joaquin M. Ayala 

 

Hello everyone! Let me begin by saying that I sincerely hope all of you are 

doing well, staying safe and staying healthy during this current public health 

crisis. Be well and share your magic as much as possible – the world 

certainly needs more magic right now! 

I want to start the article this month by addressing something that was 

brought up at the meeting in March, namely that I, Dr. J., as your duly 

elected President and leader of the club, feel that I have failed you all during 

the past two months. I can only hope you will forgive that and understand 

that it happened because I became overwhelmed with two new jobs, both of 

which were extremely chaotic, and which will take time to figure out. When 

it came down to it, I was forced to prioritize my time and I had to prioritize it 

for the things I was being paid to do. Again, I apologize profusely but 

hopefully in the near future when things get back to the old normal, I can 

get things back on track with the club. 

To that end, I do have some news to share regarding a couple of updates to 

club activities, and to the Board of Officers. 

First, effective the 11th of March 2020, Pam Smith voluntarily resigned her 

post as Sergeant-at-Arms and Sean Naes took up the role. Also assuming a 

new role on the Board was Frank Machniak in the role of Secretary. Please 

join me in welcoming Frank and Sean to the Board – congratulations to you 

both! I also want to thank Mrs. Pam Smith for her dedication and service to 

the club, and for her time! Thank you all very much! 

To the future 

As all of you know, we all find ourselves amid a global pandemic and a 

domestic public health crisis, courtesy of the coronavirus and COVID-19. 

Because of this, many shops and businesses are closed and for many groups 

like ours, that means our physical meeting places remain unavailable for the 
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time being. On top of that we are all practicing social distancing to help slow 

and mitigate the spread of this disease and to help keep everyone as safe as 

possible. Until further notice, all club meetings and events are 

temporarily suspended, BUT we do have the ability to hold 

meetings… 

The national organizations of both the International Brotherhood of 

Magicians and the Society of American Magicians have offered, as a perk to 

all of their members, a free digital hosting platform for their clubs to be able 

to hold their meetings while we are all home-bound! SO, we will hold a 

virtual meeting in April on Wednesday the 8th at 7 p.m.! It is very 

simple – you will find a special link to join the ZOOM meeting and all you 

have to do is click the link in the email to join. This platform will work on any 

device with a camera, but computers are better because you will be able to 

see all the others that are in the meeting with you!  

I know that a number of you are not the most tech-savvy types and that is 

okay – if you need any help setting yourself up and joining us on Wednesday 

April 8th, please give me a call at 313.910.1041 before that date! I hope to 

see you all then! 

Also in the news: The Ann Arbor Magic Club Close-up Convention that was 

originally planned for November this year has been pushed back to 

November 5-7, 2021. We have been talking with the hotel and are currently 

in contract negotiations with them! As soon as we have that locked in, we 

will start ramping up the rest of the work and we will need a committee to 

work on the convention. If you would like to be on the convention 

committee, please reach out to Committee Chair Sean Naes! 

For now, that is all I have – I look forward to seeing everyone at the virtual 

meeting in April and I wish you all good physical and mental health. Stay 

magical folks! 

 

Dr. J. 

 

Musings of a Secretarial Kind 

Our March meeting was small but merry! We had two special guests that 

came to join us from afar – the newest I.B.M. Territorial Vice President of 

Michigan, Jeffrey Alan Brodrick and his lovely assistant, Emanie! They 



shared some delightful magic with us including a card matching effect, a 

couple of mentalism pieces using cards and a delightful prediction effect 

using photos of coins that Jeff himself created, and which is available 

through The Wunderground, called Predictable Change. 

Club Treasurer, Rob Krozal, gave his debut performance to the club with 

his rendition of The Golden Disk of Amun Ra and Dan Jones performed the 

classic Rabbit from Hat using printed silks. Later he shared a close-up, 

playing card version of the Professor’s Nightmare/3-to-1 Rope Trick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Krozal 

Jeff says: “I 

have something 

in my pocket…” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right, L to R: Dan Jones, Bob 

Goodwin, Jim Molnar, some 

shiny head hiding Sean Naes, 

Kevin Peshick. 

Below: Dan Jones pulls a rabbit 

out of his hat! 

Below: Rob Krozal, Kevin 

Peshick and Dr. J. – the 

photographer missed the joke. 

Below: Special guests Jeffrey Alan 

Brodrick, I.B.M. Territorial Vice 

President for Michigan, and his 

lovely assistant Emanie working 

their magic! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bragging time! 

Please congratulate our Treasurer Rob Krozal on receiving his 5-Year 

Membership Award from the Society of American Magicians! Congratulations, 

Mr. K.! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All together now… 

Do not interrupt someone working intently on a puzzle. Chances are, 

you will hear some crosswords. 

 

What restaurant does the Easter Bunny like the most? IHOP! 

 
Did you hear about the auto body shop that just opened in Plymouth? 
It comes highly wreck-a-mended. 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for April 2020! I just want to 

point out that due to a number of things happening, there was no newsletter 

for the month of March 2020, which means there is no Ex Libris article for 

that month either – we will pick up again with this one! 

Since we all have an abundance of time on our hands while self-isolating at 

home for the greater good of mankind, it has made many people realize they 

now have time to do things they have always wanted to do and never had or 

made time for doing. Many magicians are using the time to hone their craft, 

and I thought it would be a good time to revisit some of my favorite magic 

books. 

One of the books that I chose to revisit is The Art of Astonishment, 

Volumes I, II & III by Paul Harris & Eric Mead. This month I will be 

focusing solely on the first book because there is just so much in each one. 

Both the set and the individual volumes are commonly abbreviated to ‘AoA’ 

and the first volume is 310-page hardcover book published 1996 by A1-

MultiMedia. 

This volume alone covers a lot of magic with many different objects, but in a 

rather unique way – quite a few of them require you to do some arts and 

crafts to make the necessary gimmicks and/or props to do the effect. None 

of them are particularly difficult, but some will take care and time to do well. 

There are effects using coins, cards, paper money, shoes, rocks, needles and 

much more. Some of the effects were also marketed separately over the 

years, some as a separate manuscript on its own (such as the classic P.H. 

effect, Solid Deception) but all of the material in this volume (and indeed, in 

all three volumes) were previously published in books, manuscripts and 

lecture notes. Just about everything was updated for publishing in AoA. 

Some now-classic effects appeared in this volume, including Color Stunner, 

which is a Triumph combined with a color-changing back kicker, Earth Shoes 

which sees a big rock produced from your shoe and the aforementioned 

Solid Deception, which is a straightforward handling of Ambitious Card and 

at the end, the cards all fuse together in a solid block! 

P.H. became well known for his Bizarre Twist where you place one card 

perpendicular to and between two others, and it visually turns face-up. 

Some other bits of strange include Cheap Juggler where you balance three 

pennies edge to edge, but later reveal that they are stapled together, and 

Orange is a piece of visual art where you carve a real orange so that it is cut 



into two distinct halves, but they are not separated as the peel from one half 

is still intertwined and linked with the other half, no glue or any secret stuff 

required – just a sharp knife and some patience! 

Gregory Wilson also appears with eight of his own fantastic effects, including 

Vanish 5000, a gimmick-less vanish of sugar grains, and ReCap, an 

impromptu stunner with a pen and its cap. Finally, I will mention that one of 

my all-time favorite card effects was published in this book, and over the 

years it has spawned many variations in handling. Re-Set is a stunning and 

very magical transposition between four Aces and four Jacks, which 

transpose not just once but twice! 

There are plenty of other effects in this book to whet your appetite for not-

so-run-of-the-mill magic, a style that Paul Harris has become known for. 

Join me again next month as we take a closer look at Volume II of this set 

and until then, stay safe, stay healthy and keep the magic alive! – J. M. A. 

 

QUARANTINE BONUSES!!! 
 

There are an inordinate number of magicians and dealers offering 
free videos, lectures, notes and books on their websites, mostly 

as a boredom buster sort of thing. Most of the ones that I [Dr. J.] 
have seen are very good, so I am listing some of them here for 

your benefit! 
 
 

REEL MAGIC MAGAZINE  
(LITERALLY one of the best deals in magic!) 

 

Reel Magic Magazine is opening its video vault to all S.A.M. 
Members THIS WEEKEND, April 3 – 5. This Friday, all members 
in good standing of The Society of American Magicians will 
receive a special code that will give you access to all 52 issues 
of Reel Magic Magazine. www.reelmagicmagazine.com 

---- 

From The Conjuring Arts Research Center: “We want to share our 

love for the art of magic, help you learn some new magic, and 
help you learn about the history of magic.  

 

So, we are making a selection of classic magic books 

http://www.reelmagicmagazine.com/


available FREE to download from our store: 
 https://store.conjuringarts.org 

 

The selection of free books will change from time to time, but 
there will always be at least six classics! If you want the great 
books we are offering, please download them when you 

see them.  
You can also find a large selection (almost everything!) 

of our digital books at 50% off in our store to help you get 
through this time of quarantine and isolation. Please 

enjoy!” 
---- 

Vanishing Inc. Magic is offering seven free effects from creators like 
Simon Aronson, Joshua Jay, Andi Gladwin and more! Visit this link to sign 

up: https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/freemagic/magic-
school/?utm_source=drip&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VI+Mag

ic+School%3A+Lesson+1 
 

PLUS: Vanishing Inc. is putting on a massive online-only mini-convention 
with some big names in magic! If you cannot watch the lives stream, it will 
be available to watch at any time after, but you must at least register 
for the event before April 5th, 2020. Visit this link to sign up NOW - 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/blog/sharemagic-live 

---- 
…aaaaaaaand for all of you that enjoy fun and deceptive magic that is easy 

to do, you will enjoy this free copy of The Carey Files by John Carey, 
courtesy of John Carey and Alakazam Magic in the U.K. Those of you that 
attended his lecture at Wunderground last Fall will know exactly what I 

mean! To download the PDF, visit this link: The Carey Files 
If the link does not work for you, please send me an email and I will send 

you a copy directly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://conjuringarts.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a4a85fdbf62069d75495697eb&id=a2d9e52963&e=d0c4952546
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/freemagic/magic-school/?utm_source=drip&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VI+Magic+School%3A+Lesson+1
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/freemagic/magic-school/?utm_source=drip&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VI+Magic+School%3A+Lesson+1
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/freemagic/magic-school/?utm_source=drip&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VI+Magic+School%3A+Lesson+1
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/blog/sharemagic-live
http://digioh.com/em/10639/173029/nnj39wuwv4?demail=%24SUBSCRIBER.EMAIL%24


 

Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

21525 24 Mile Road, Macomb, MI 48042 / (586) 790-3700 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC Board Contacts 

President:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Vice President: Don Oesterwind, Jr. / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Frank Machniak / fmachniak@icloud.com 

Treasurer:  Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Sean Naes / sean@naes.cc 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us! 
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 

 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month at Senate Coney Island 

Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 

48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 

p.m. if you want to eat. 
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