
A Candle in the Dark 
By President Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 

Hello everyone! I want to start off this article by saying THANK YOU to 

everyone that attended the George Tait lecture last month. Unfortunately, I 
was unable to attend but word on the street (or among the group) is that it 

was a great lecture! 
 

To those of you that have paid your dues for 2020 already – THANK YOU! To 
anyone that has not, please see Rob Krozal at the meeting, or visit the club 

website to get yours all settled. Once again, we take cash, check or PayPal. 
 

As most of you know, last year we put on a very good banquet and all had a 
lot of fun. Well, this year we hope is no exception! Our Vice President and 

Banquet Committee Chair, Don Oesterwind, had a little bit of trouble getting 

a hold of the venue proprietors but he finally did. There was an email sent 
out a couple weeks ago about this, but in case you missed it: Because of the 

delay we decided to push the date of the banquet back in order to give 
everyone a good couple of chances to purchase their tickets. 

 
The info on the banquet that we do have at this moment is as follows: 

Saturday April 4th, 2020 
2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Joy Manor 
28999 Joy Road 

Westland, Michigan 48185 
 

Tickets this year are $35.00 each. You can purchase the tickets in person at 
the meetings or you can get them on our website at www.aamagic.org under 

the “BANQUET TICKETS” tab. We accept cash, checks or PayPal. 

 
This year we will have Mr. Pattrick Przysiecki for our entertainment! 

Pattrick is famous for his close-up pads used by professional magicians and 
amateur magicians alike all over the world. He has also a Past President of 

I.B.M. Ring 68 in Toledo, Ohio and he has won multiple competitions around 
the world, including the Close-up Competitions for both the I.B.M. and the 

S.A.M. and he also competed at F.I.S.M. in Blackpool, among other events. 
Pattrick is a great friend and is a lot of fun to watch – you will enjoy his 

magic too! 
 

A Special Word and a Plea 

 
I want to thank Mr. Dan Jones for submitting the photos that appear in this 

newsletter from both the George Tait lecture and from the excellent library 

http://www.aamagic.org/


show put on by our members, Ming and Barbara Louie, in January. Dan 
has been very good about stepping up where he can to fill the large void left 

by Randy after his passing. That being said… 
I am happy to fill in the secretarial duties for a short while again, but I must 

ask all of you at large if someone will please step up and volunteer to fill in 
the chair of Secretary for the club, for the remainder of 2020. I have 

recently begun new ventures that will take up a lot of my time now, and I 
will only be able to fulfill the duties of one position. For that matter, the 

position does not even have to be just one person – it can be more than 
one, each having a specific job to do, so please, if you are willing to help, 

send me an email at chefayala99@gmail.com and let me know. I would be 
forever grateful! 

 
That is all I have for this month folks – please join us at the meeting this 

month. The theme this month is Birthday and Valentine’s Day Magic – 

show us what you got! Word on the street is that the new Territorial Vice 
President for Michigan in the I.B.M., Jeff Brodrick, will be visiting us as well, 

so let us make him feel welcome! 
 

I hope to see you all soon! 
 

Yours in Magic, 
 

Dr. J. 
 

♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦♣♥♠♦ 

 

Randy’s Corner 

Hey everyone – because Dr. J. was not able to attend the meeting last 

month and also had gigs at the same time as Mr. & Mrs. Louie had their 

show, he had to rely on info from good folks like Bob Goodwin and Dan 

Jones. 

Dan said the lecture by George Tait was fantastic and even caught a few 

good photos of the action! 
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Club Treasurer, Rob 

Krozal (L) looks on as 

George Tait performs 

a card mystery. 

 

Member Steve Israel 

(below) takes a turn 

in getting bamboozled 

by George. 

George Tait was spotted sharing some of his 

work with our club – thank you, George! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President of the Skeptics Society… 

Below Left, members Ming 
& Barbara Louie are seen 
demonstrating a radical 

new method of 
preservation (just kidding!) 
– they were busy bringing 
awe and wonderment to a 

group at the Ypsilanti 
Public Library. Some of 

our own members were in 
attendance too! 

The magical mysteries involved 
cards, coins, silks and even 

paper. They even premiered a 
brand-new finale at this show! 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for February 2020! In the 

past few years, I have started to go back and rediscover some great magic 

in the relatively modern books in magic. In the last few months, going back 

to about September 2019, Kevin Peshick has been working on an effect 

which comes from the set of books we will be discussing this month. 

Subsequently, he has also been delving into other works by their author. 

We are focusing on The Workers Volumes 1-5 by Michael Close. These are 

large format, softcover, comb-bound books self-published by Mike Close 

between 1990 and 1996. The first three volumes were illustrated by Chris 

Kenner and/or Homer Liwag, both of whom worked with Mike early in 

their careers and both of whom currently work for David Copperfield. The 

fourth and fifth volumes were illustrated by Robert D. Michaels and Susan 

Kern, respectively. 

I have decided to lump these five books together for a few reasons. They 

largely represented the working repertoire of Michael Close, the physical 

books are no longer available* and because some of the books have more 

material in them than others. That does not mean that any one volume is 

“better” than the others – they all have very strong material within. Some 

are more elaborate, relatively speaking, than others. 

The first four volumes focus on a variety of magic effects and the fifth 

volume focuses on some mixed magic with a large portion dedicated to 

magic with a memorized stack. Since there is so much to cover, I will pick 

out a few highlights from each tome instead of focusing on the entirety of 

their contents. 

Volume 1 – Routines from the Professional Repertoire of Michael Close 

brings, among other things, one of the greatest Moving Hole plot effects in 

magic, The Pothole Trick. This requires some easy arts & crafts to make up, 

but you can use your own business cards, and, on the back, you draw a 

rough map of a street, some houses a pothole in the road. As the title 

implies, the hole moves around, even jumping from one card to another 

signed card, which can be given away at the end. Very visual and very 

strong effect! 

Volume 2 – More Routines from the Professional Repertoire of Michael Close 

brings us The Frog Prince in which a playing card is folded into an origami 

frog and changes places with a selected card. This is a very good effect and 



it is the one that our own Mr. Peshick has been working on for a while now. 

This volume also gives us a devious method for a double lift from the center 

of the deck, the M.C. Spread Double Lift. 

Volume 3 – Further Routines from the Professional Repertoire of Michael 

Close gives us a rather heady combination of Card on Forehead/Card Under 

Salt Shaker/Deck Under Salt Shaker/51 Cards to Pocket in one neatly 

packaged little routine he calls The Card, The Forehead and the Salt Shaker. 

It is an exercise in routining and audience management! 

Volume 4 – Yet Still More Routines from the Professional Repertoire of 

Michael Close brings us Ruthless Peephole, the hilarious combination of the 

Karrell Fox Cigarette Through Quarter and the Dan Harlan Card-Toon, 

along with my favourite version of Cards Across, Butte Ox? Two Butte Ox! 

(think of ‘butte ox’ as a funny pronunciation of ‘buttocks’), the inspiration of 

which was the Tom Mullica-style Cards Across. 

Volume 5 – At Long Last the Concluding Final Ultimate Installment of Even 

Still Yet More Additional Extra Further Bottom of the Barrel Routines from 

the Constantly Dwindling Professional Repertoire of Michael Close (!) 

(Heckuva subtitle, innit?) Stupid Travelers is a multiple-cards to pocket, 

spectator-as-magician type comedy effect where a spectator wears your 

jacket and removes the cards from four different pockets.  

Two of the cleanest Sandwich-plot effects, Smiling Mule by Roy Walton and 

Monkey in the Middle by Bill Goldman are given handlings using the 

memorized stack. One of the most commercial effects ever created, Red See 

Passover by Simon Aronson, where a merely named red-backed card 

travels to a blue-backed deck, is made a bit easier in the Mike Close version 

called Full Deck Passover.  

Whew! That was a bit of a long one so if you made it this far, thank you for 

your kind attention! I certainly hope that this article has piqued your interest 

in these books and if it has, I refer you back to the beginning where I said 

the physical books are no longer available. *This is true where brand new 

copies are concerned, but you can still find second-hand copies from various 

dealers from time to time. You can also buy them as a PDF bundle directly 

from Michael Close himself, at a greatly reduced price for the full set of five. 

Join me again next month for a decidedly shorter column (I know what you 

are thinking already!) – until then stay magical, my friends! - J. M. A. 

 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

21525 24 Mile Road, Macomb, MI 48042 / (586) 790-3700 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC Board Contacts 

President:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Vice President: Don Oesterwind, Jr. / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: (OPEN) 

Treasurer:  Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us! 
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 

 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month at Senate Coney Island 

Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 

48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 

p.m. if you want to eat. 
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