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A Candle in the Dark by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 

 

 Welcome to October everyone, and happy Autumn! Most of our summer 

has been relatively mild and during our longer cool streaks, we have had some 
ugly muggy days. Lately it seems that summer is fighting to keep itself rele-

vant with some high temp days here and there…speaking of relevance: How 
can we as a club continue to keep ourselves relevant? Recently I have had dis-
cussions with a few of you that have produced some very good ideas for doing 

exactly that. Some of the things that were mentioned are things that the club 
has done in the past and some used to be things that the club did on a regular 

basis.  
 One such idea is community outreach – performing as a club, even if it 

means just a handful of members, at various community events. Another was 
to reach out to hospitals and nursing homes and offer to come and perform for 

patients and residents. This could mean going from room to room or in the 
case of nursing/assisted living homes, performing in a day room or perform-

ance area for many people. Community fund raisers, local school events and 
local festivals are among other ideas.  

 The thing that needs to be present for us to remain relevant is action. 
This means making the plans to do these events, posting the announcements 

on our club social media sites, getting the announcements into free newspa-
pers and maybe even on the radio. It is through events like this that we might 

hope to find new members, or perhaps even entice past members to return. 
Some of them present the opportunity to bring in a younger generation to keep 
it going.  

 SO, what are your thoughts and ideas on this? Please share them with 
us! This is YOUR club and YOU can help make a difference!  

On Another Note…  
 The Board and I are genuinely interested in hearing what you think 

about how we are doing our jobs. I would like to know what we could be doing 
better in your opinions, or at least, differently. What new things would you like 

to see us try and do in the coming year? Please let us know so that we can 
better serve you and the interests of this club – I am proud of my fellow Board 

members and the work they do and we all want to do our best, so let’s have 
some dialogue, shall we?  

Yours in the Secret Art,  

Dr. J.  
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S.A.M. Assembly88 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club 

Magic Messenger 



Secretary’s Report: 
 

 Bizarre Magick Workshop 
                                            

 Some bizarre magic ideas presented by Kevin Peshick and Dr. J, (club 
president Joaquin Ayala)! Kevin told of using 'old' boxes that he saves to hold props in 
to make it seem more mysterious as he tells a story for his magic. Then Dr. J per-
formed a card trick from cards he had 'aged', with images of 'medieval' people on them 
and using the P.A.T.E.O., (pick two, eliminate one), method had a volunteer end up 
with the death card. 
 Kevin then showed how using the same method you could use a bag of M&M's 
with each color being eliminated and the last one matching the one left in the 'empty' 
bag... 
 Kevin also talked about PATEO brainstorming to generate new ideas, some-
times combining ideas to create something better.   
  
 Honorary member, John Osborne, has been having health problems and cannot 
make our meetings so it was suggested that we send card's, not get well cards, but 
any type of 'funny' cards, not to do with health, (that's just how John is)....  
    John Osborne 
    Imperial, A Villa Center 
    Room 135 - Bed 2 
    26505 Powers Avenue 
    Dearborn Heights, MI 48125  
  

 Randy A. Smith, Secretary 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

 
         Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for October 2019! The season has not quite be-

gun to change just yet, but we have officially entered the transformational season of Autumn here in the 

Northern Hemisphere – my favorite time of year! Last month you will recall the article discussing a 

booklet on the topic of bizarre presentations using tarot cards. This month, we will go a little further 

down the tubes but with a broader scope of items. 

 

 This month we are talking about Brain Food by David Parr. It was originally published by 

David Parr, Stephen Minch and Hermetic Press in 1998 as a 136-page, small format hardcover book. 

This is not exactly a bizarre magic book (though there are a couple of pieces that fall squarely into that 

category), so why am I discussing it here in October? Because if you take what is offered, most of the 

pieces can readily turned into bizarre effects because many of them already have a strange weirdness 

about them. 

 

 Power of the Mind is a great take on the vanish of a lit match, but David has gotten rid of the 

movement that normally looks suspicious. Lucky Penny will show you a fantastic way to use your Lip-

pincott Box that you never knew what to do with, Werewolf is the old Eugene Burger effect, The 

Burned Card, given the Parr treatment and in which a spectator realizes that she is marked to be the next 

victim of a werewolf… 

 

 Dinner with the Borgias is one of my favorite takes on the classic mentalism piece called Bank 

Night. David offers up a handling for stage and another for close-up, but three spectators (ahem: 

‘guests’) each choose one of three goblets and the magician gets the last one. The three guests find out 

they all chose poisoned drinks and the one left for the magician is the only one that is not! 

 

 As with many other books written by a practiced author, the real meat here, however, are the 

essays offered up by David Parr in which he discusses various topics, including connecting with an audi-

ence, making memorable magic, making it meaningful and using powerful concepts like suspense and 

surprise. 

 

 This book was updated and released as an e-book, retitled as Brain Food: Gourmet Edition. This 

edition included handling, scripting and updated methods for all eight effects, as well as the things dis-

cussed above. As a bonus, because it is a digital product, it also includes printable props for some of the 

effects, which will save you a little time as you will not have to make them up yourself. It is available 

from David Parr himself, as well as various magic shops and retails for $25.00/USD – worth every 

penny! 

 

 Well now, that is all for this month folks – be sure to join me again next month and enjoy the 

Halloween season! Happy Haunting! 

 

- J. M. A. 
 

 

 

 



        

 ♦  I am willing to make the mistakes if someone else is willing to learn from 

them.  

 

 ♠  NOT getting what you want is sometimes a stroke of extraordinarily 

good luck. 
 

 ♥  Not one shred of evidence supports the notion that life is serious. 

 

 ♣  Nothing is fool-proof because fools are so ingenious. 
 

 
 

B
izarre M

agick! 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!  

 

ABC Magic Shop  

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043  

(586) 790-3700 http://abcmagicshop.com/  

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/  

 

 

AAMC Board Contacts...  

 

President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Vice President: Don Oesterwind / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Randy A. Smith / randy.remarkable@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com  

 

 

Librarian: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net  

Website: http://www.aamagic.org/  

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”  

 
 
 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? We would 
love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!  

 
 
The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 
Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 
p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to eat.  
 
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!  


