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A Candle in the Dark by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 

 

 Happy almost-Fall everyone! I want to begin by giving a shout out and a GREAT BIG, 

GIANT THANK YOU (THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU) to Dan, Dana and 

Betty Jones for opening up their home to us and hosting the club picnic in August! It was a lot 

of fun, there was a lot of great food and everyone was among friends. THANK YOU also to 

everyone who showed up and to those who brought food to share! I am looking forward to the 

picnic next year already! Now, on with the article.  

  

 At the risk of sounding overly philosophical, I want to pose this question to you: What 

is the single most important thing that everyone possesses? …Time. 

Think about it: Time is finite. Nobody knows how much of it they have. Nobody knows when 

theirs will run out, and just about everyone agrees that it should not be wasted. What constitutes 

a ‘waste of time’ is variable. 

 

 It is a shame to waste our own time, but it is very inconsiderate to waste that of others. 

We are all guilty of it at some point in our lives, but we should all be cognizant that when others 

attempt to contact us on the phone, via email or by any other means, they have chosen to spend 

even a tiny bit of their very precious time to do so. The best way to repay them for that is to 

take the call, return the message or at least acknowledge their attempt to communicate. 

 

 On that same note, how many times have we all heard someone say that they will return 

our calls, but they never do? How many times have we done it to others? I know that when I say 

I will get back with someone, I genuinely mean it, otherwise I would not say so. Sometimes I 

get distracted and forget, or I did not write myself a reminder, and when I realize that I have not 

called or responded to the person, I feel guilty. It does not happen often, but when it does it 

bothers me. 

 

 When you make the promise to return a call, respond to an email, answer a question at a 

later date or offer any sort of promissory communication, strive to make good on it and follow 

through, lest you risk wasting the time that others shared with you. 

 

Yours in the Secret Art, 

Dr. J. 
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Secretary’s Report: 
 

 President Joaquin Ayala, Bob Goodwin, Pam Smith and myself, Randy Smith started this 
month off with a visit with long time member and past president, Marvin Mathena at the Re-
gency Assisted Living in Canton, MI. to present him with the Lifetime Achievement Award! 
  
 This month’s meeting was our mini swap/flea market just for members, six of our mem-
bers brought a variety of magic related paraphernalia. Which will get us in the mood for our 
World Famous Annual Flea Market on Sunday September 29th, 2019, Noon to 3 P.M. With the 
Magic Auction at 3:00 PM. 
Now at the Dorsey Center, (for the 2nd year), on 32715 Dorsey Street ,Westland, MI 48186.  
  
 Our picnic at Dan and Dana’s house was a good time for everyone, great food, (thanks 
for volunteering to make the  chicken fajitas' Joaquin), and some fun magic! Hopefully we con-
tinue with this ‘tradition’ again... 
  

 Randy A. Smith, Secretary 

Some Magic from our club picnic… 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

 

          Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for September 2019! Every year for 

September and October, I try and focus on a book whose focus is bizarre magic, or at least leans 

toward the bizarre. For this month I have chosen a rather light book that focuses on effects us-

ing tarot cards. 

 

Book of Thoth – Tarot Trickery by Stephen Minch is a 45-page softcover, stapled booklet 

published in 1974 by Micky Hades International. 

 

There are not very many books out there which focus solely on effects using tarot cards, but this 

is one of them. You might hazard a guess that the effects contained in this book are based on 

standard card magic effects, and you would be right, however, though they are based on 

“standard card effects” they play very differently. They are all very easy to do and Stephen 

Minch has streamlined all of them as much as possible. 

 

You can use any sort of tarot deck you like for these effects, but there are certain ones out there 

that will fit the theme of the contents better. This is for the reader to decide. Other than the tarot 

cards, there are effects that use other items too, but nothing that is difficult to find and most of 

the other items can be found around the house. Just what kinds of effects are in this book? 

Well… 

 

The Magician’s Choice is probably one of the best versions of the 21-Card Trick that you will 

ever see. The Tryst is a Do-As-I-Do using the Emperor and Empress cards. Traveling the 

Ethers is the divination of ten cards which are cut to, and the effect even allows you to do a 

reading using those cards – this is a very clever use of the old Eight Kings stack. 

 

The Temperance of the Elements is a great coincidence effect using the elemental cards, and 

The Judgement of Twin Souls is another where two spectators think of the same card. Tower-

ing Prediction is rather unique in that the cards in use are laid out on the table and the success-

ful conclusion depends on the spectator following the instructions played from a tape recorder. 

Among other things, you will also learn a great card force and the very deceptive Charlier 

Shuffle. 

 

There is a lot of stuff packed into the meager 45 pages and they are all very useable effects. 

You can still find this booklet for anywhere between $15 and $30 – well worth the cost!  

 

Join me again next month as we continue our bizarre journey! – J.M.A. 



       ♦  I assume full responsibility for my actions, except the ones that are someone 

else's fault. 

 ♠  As I watched the dog chasing his tail, I thought dogs are easily amused. Then 

I realized I was watching a dog chasing his tail. 

 ♥  How many roads must a man travel down before he admits he is lost? 

 ♣  How can "crash course" and "collision course" have two different meanings? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

A few Pictures from the August Meeting: 

John Smith working on a routine... 

    Michael Doyle looking for some good deals... 

Marvin Mathena with a few ‘treasures’ to sell.. 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!  

 

ABC Magic Shop  

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043  

(586) 790-3700 http://abcmagicshop.com/  

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/  

 

 

AAMC Board Contacts...  

 

President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Vice President: Don Oesterwind / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Randy A. Smith / randy.remarkable@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com  

 

 

Librarian: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net  

Website: http://www.aamagic.org/  

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”  

 
 
 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? We would 
love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!  

 
 
The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 
Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 
p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to eat.  
 
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!  


