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A Candle in the Dark by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 

 

 Hello everyone! I really struggled this month to come up with something to write about 

for this article, but that all changed when my family and I were on holiday to Disney World last 

week. Inspiration really struck when we went to the Animal Kingdom, a place where African 

and southern Asian roots are the major theme. The topic that came to mind was that of gaining 

attention, more importantly, how to do that. 

 Whilst there we watched a small troupe of African drummers and dancers (seven or 

eight of them) march their way into a public square. By the time they got to that point and set 

up their mats and got into position, they already had the attention of a decent crowd. That was 

all before anyone even knew what they were going to be doing. 

 How did they gather this crowd? They walked out of wherever they came from dressed 

in colorful native outfits, which certainly caught your eye, the first three men were all drum-

ming (playing djembes, batá and urdu drums) and the rest were singing and chanting. It was 

very rhythmic, and it came from the heart. It was authentic and genuine. All of this became a 

powerful combination that was hard to miss and even harder to ignore. 

 The group of men proceeded to perform a half-hour long musical acrobatic show in 100 

°F weather with almost 100% humidity and a heat index of 112 °F.  It was absolutely phenome-

nal, and it was flawless! It was all acoustic – no need for electronic enhancements. There was 

even audience participation. Throughout the show, the crowd surrounding them kept growing 

and growing, and the finale produced thunderous applause and appreciation. 

 Immediately the performer in me took notice of all the things they did to get the atten-

tion of their audience from the start and maintain it throughout. What can we, as magicians, do 

to get the attention of our audiences, regardless of the venue? To that end, I believe there are 

many things we can do. Slydini always said to “…stand up straight, walk in with confidence 

and be open to your audience…” and Bob Read always said that “…good magic starts in the 

feet…” 

 You can capture the attention of your audience by the way you dress (like Michael Fin-

ney does when he wears a bright red suit), the way you speak (the way Sylvester the Jester does 

when he talks like a cartoon character), the way you act (in the way Juan Tamariz does with his 

wild gesticulation and excitedness), and more. This is all before you even do any magic or any 

gags. Then, there is that. Your opening effect can also be something used to capture attention – 

it can be quick and flashy or a simply impossible puzzle, or something done with brightly col-

ored props like silks. It might be performing an effect using objects that some people love to 

collect, such as performing a coin effect using old coins for a numismatist. 
 

         (Continued  Next Page) 

     I.B.M Ring 210  

 

S.A.M. Assembly88 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club 

Magic Messenger 



Secretary’s Report: 
 

 June’s meeting was a lot of fun with learning some Magic from a few of the members, 

called the Round Robin, with Ayala Joaquin teaching coin magic at one table, Sean Naes show-

ing his take on the Professor’s Nightmare, Kevin Peshick with Bizarre Magic and Praveen 

Kumar with an explanation of fanning cards and the Diminishing card trick. Each person taught 

for 20 minutes and the members would move on to another table. 

 Ming and Barbara Louie came to the meeting with a special surprise, Ming raffled off 

some of his older magic and props to the members that were there! 

 

  Thank you Ming and congratulations to you and Barb on The Spirit of Magic Award! 

 And a congratulations to Praveen Kumar for the First Time Performer Award! 
 
Randy A. Smith, Secretary 

 
 
Q: Why shouldn’t there be knock-knock jokes on the 4th of July? 
A: Because freedom rings. 
 
Q: What do you call a snowman on the 4th of July? 
A: A puddle. 
 
Q: How do Americans spend 4th of July weekend? 
A: Stuck in traffic. 

(continued from page1)  

 I encourage you to think about this further because for each one of us, the ways in which 

you get attention can be at the same time, different and just the same. Join me again next month 

as I continue another article using this troupe of African dancers and musicians to discuss an-

other important part of our craft. Have a fun, safe and Happy Independence Day! 

 

Yours in the Secret Art, 

Dr. J. 
President 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

 

        Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for July 2019! The spring season in our 

area has been particularly rainy, or at least, gloomy, for a large part of it. One of those “…this 

spring it rained for 35 days, and then it rained for 45 more…” It is nice to see some clear skies 

and weather lately, which got me to thinking about the book we are focusing on this month. 

 

 Now You See It, Now You Don’t – Lessons in Sleight of Hand by Bill Tarr is a large for-

mat (8.5 x 11), 224-page soft cover book published in 1976 by Vintage Books (a division of 

Random House). This, in my humble opinion, is one of the greatest books on sleight of hand 

ever written. 

 

 There is something for everyone in here, and although the book is written for the begin-

ner, it will serve even professional magicians. The book starts off by teaching you the very ba-

sics – card handling, shuffling, false shuffles, cutting and moves on to a handful of card effects 

using those techniques. The next chapter focuses on card flourishes like fans, spreads, springing 

the cards, waterfall shuffles, one-handed shuffles, Charlier cuts, card throwing and even back 

palming. 

 

 Coins are next, and again he teaches some basic techniques such as classic, finger and 

thumb palming, a coin switch, vanishes and productions and briefly describes about a half 

dozen coin gimmicks and gaffs. There are even a few flourishes thrown in for good measure. 

Wrapping it all up are a handful of effects with coins, including one of the best handlings of the 

Gadabout Coins (2 in the Hand/1 in the Pocket) in print. 

 

 The rest of the book includes much of the same sequences for billiard balls and related 

gimmicks, sponge balls, thimbles, cigarettes and silks. He describes a Cups and Balls routine, 

as well as T&R tissue paper, the Three Shell Game, some tricks with matches, the classic Van-

ishing Saltshaker and even a stretching rope effect! 

 

 In between there are little snippets of hints and tips, what to do and not to do, a little 

touch of practice and performance tips, etc. At the end of the book there is a nice little glossary 

and a short reference list of other learning materials. Overall, this book gives you a nice variety 

of things to try, and much of the material would work in both stand-up and close-up environ-

ments. The material is also very clearly and concisely described, and the illustrations are very 

nicely done. I highly recommend this book for anyone that has not read it, and if you have, dig 

it out and read it again! 

 

 Join me again next month for another foray into magic literature! – J.M.A. 

 
 



       ♦  Etc.: An abbreviation to make others think you know more than you ac-

tually do. 

 ♠  Smile: A curve that can set a lot of things straight. 

 ♥  Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand. 

 ♣  When people complain that they don't get what they deserve, they 

don't know how fortunate they are. 

 

 
 

 

  

A few Pictures from the June Meeting: 

Kevin doing Bizarre Magic 

    Sean with the Professor’s Nightmare Joaquin teaches Coin Magic 

Congratulations Praveen! 

Congratulations to Barbara & Ming, 

 (and thanks for the Magic!) 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!  

 

ABC Magic Shop  

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043  

(586) 790-3700 http://abcmagicshop.com/  

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/  

 

 

AAMC Board Contacts...  

 

President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Vice President: Don Oesterwind / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Randy A. Smith / randy.remarkable@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com  

 

 

Librarian: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net  

Website: http://www.aamagic.org/  

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”  

 
 
 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? We would 
love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!  

 
 
The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 
Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 
p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to eat.  
 
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!  


