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A Candle in the Dark by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 

 

 Hello everyone! I hope you are all enjoying the change in the weather as we start to 

warm up little by little! This is another season of transformation. Things seem to come back to 

life (including the humans!), they grow and blossom. This got me to thinking about growth in 

the context of magic and magicians – our own growth and expansion, if you will. 

 In relation, I sort of touched on this topic last October when I talked about transforma-

tion, ways in which we might make our magic and the experience of magic stronger for audi-

ences, but what about YOU? What else do you do that helps you expand your mind and your 

horizons outside of magic? What are your other interests and hobbies? 

 I think it is very important to have and pursue other interests outside of magic, even if it 

is an interest or hobby that you tie into your magic. These interests or hobbies can be anything. 

Maybe you love doing Sudoku puzzles, gardening, playing a musical instrument or even col-

lecting things like stamps, coins or ceramic plates. Perhaps you are an avid reader or a 

cinephile. 

 Sometimes our hobbies take us away from practicing magic in order to dedicate time to 

learning those things, because they might be something that also requires a lot of dedicated 

practice to become proficient with. That is perfectly fine! I think having multiple interests keeps 

your mind fresh, keeps you from becoming bored with anything and generally keeps you inter-

ested in learning new things. 

 I am a big fan of what I think of as cross-pollination – reading multiple books, watching 

various shows, doing various hobbies at once. No, I do not mean reading Shakespeare while 

watching your favorite soap opera and playing the piano with your toes, but rather reading a 

chapter here and there in various books, watching a movie, practicing a few bars of a new song, 

etc. Bouncing from one thing to another can lead to keeping things fresh and can also lead you 

to solutions to various problems in any areas where you might need them. They can even intro-

duce you to other things you did not even know you might be interested in! 

 To bring this all back to magic (because you knew I would) – these interests do not have 

to be a part of the effects or shows that you perform, but the ideas and inspirations that you get 

from them can be. It becomes something which you can share with your friends and audiences. 

 That is all for this month – enjoy the warm weather and we will see you all in May! 

 

Magically Yours, 

 

 Dr. J. 
President 



Secretary’s Report: 
 

 Cups and Balls were featured at the April meeting, with  Sean Naes starting off with an 

excellent performance of a cups and balls routine he does on cruise ships, (with ‘squared’ off 

balls so they don’t roll with the waves). 

                         

 Our president, Joaquin Ayala, brought in a diagram of how to do the cups and balls, 

with Rob Krozal being taught how it is done…a long process but worth learning! 

   

 Praveen Kumar’s son, Pradyu had a nice mentalist trick he showed the group, names 

were written on pieces of paper and the right name was called from the selection. 

 

 Hope to see everyone at the May meeting, (Bring your Comedy Magic for this month!) 
 
Randy A. Smith, Secretary 

Magic Funnies 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for May 2019! As many of you know I write an article 

each month on a different book and I really try to give the readers a variety of topics to choose from and 

read about (not all card magic books, etc.). I was struggling a little bit for this month, then I remembered 

that the meeting theme is to be comedy magic and almost immediately I thought of Don Alan. Yes, this 

month we will be looking at a book called In a Class by Himself: The Legacy of Don Alan by Jon 

Racherbaumer. 
 

This is a 269-page hardcover book published in 1996 by L&L Publishing. This book is rather unique in 

the way it was written because Jon Racherbaumer spent a lot of time in the home of Earl Christenberry 

along with Don Alan and he recorded hours and hours of audio tapes from which he eventually tran-

scribed this book. While the book does contain photographs for illustrations, they are not actual photo-

graphs. Instead, captured video screen images taken from the Greater Magic Video Library Volume 28 

and the Magic Ranch videos produced by William McIlhany were used. The reason for using them is 

even discussed in the book. 

 

Don Alan was another of the prolific “Chicago guys” and influenced many of the great magicians of our 

time, including the late Eugene Burger. He was known for being a very funny man, and some of his 

marketed effects are still staples in comedy magic today, such as the Egg Can, as just one example. 

 

The descriptions of the effects in the book are mostly move for move exactly the way Don Alan per-

formed them, but with good reason. Take for example his legendary Chop Cup handling – Jon Racher-

baumer once pointed out that Don squeezes out the maximum amount of magic in his routine. It is clear, 

short and to the point. It is also funny and so well-constructed that the loads are all very well covered 

naturally. Also described are his other famous handlings of various effects, including his Benson Bowl 

with the final load of a large ball bearing, The Devilish Devano Rise and Ranch Bird Deluxe, where a 

mechanical bird is used to find a selected card. Included are his in-between bits of business, the lines, the 

jokes and the reasons for all of them. 

 

There are two essays in the book, including one on the topic of theft in magic. Very interesting reads. 

Sprinkled throughout the second section of the book are tweaks and updates of other famous effects with 

the added Don Alan touch of comedy or devious handling. Things like the Cap & Pence, Coins Across 

(with 9 coins), Invisible Card to Wallet which uses the old Magician’s Insurance Policy gag and much, 

much more. In the third section thumbs, a time card there are several funny sight gags and jokes, such as 

the jar of rubber gag and even a very comedic approach to the classic Rice Bowls which he called Cereal 

Bowls. 

 

In the beginning and near the end, Don also gives lots of advice and tips about important aspects of 

magic, especially comedy magic, including environment, timing, control, etc. There is also a very inter-

esting little bit at the end of the book called ‘Fun Scales,’ which explores ways to practice the various 

bits. 

 

Well that is all for this month everyone – join me again next month when we will explore another classic 

tome of magic, and I already know what it will be!  

 
– J. M. A.  



       ♦  It sure was a lot easier to get older than it was to get wiser. 

       ♠  When you flee temptation, be sure you don't leave a forwarding ad-

dress. 

       ♥  What is the biggest lie in the entire universe? "I have read and agree 

to the Terms & Conditions." 

       ♣  The two best times to keep your mouth shut are when you're swimming 

and when you're angry. 

A few Pictures from the April Meeting: 

Pradyu with a mentalist trick... 

Sean Naes with his cups and balls routine... 
Joaquin Ayala teaches cups and balls to 

Rob Krozal…. 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!  

 

ABC Magic Shop  

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043  

(586) 790-3700 http://abcmagicshop.com/  

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/  

 

 

AAMC Board Contacts  

President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Vice President: Don Oesterwind / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Randy A. Smith / randy.remarkable@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Librarian: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net  

Website: http://www.aamagic.org/  

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”  

 
 
 
 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!  
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!  

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednes-

day of each month at Senate Coney Island Restau-

rant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-

1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if 

you want to eat.  


