
April  2019 

 

A Candle in the Dark by Joaquin M. Ayala – President 

 
 Happy Spring everyone (and happy Autumn to those down under)! We are already in the second 

quarter of the year 2019 – holy cow where did it all go?! As you read this, we will have completed our 

big benefit show with the Westland Rotary Club and it will have been a great success (this is not fore-

shadowing – it really was a great show!)  

 

I would like to thank everyone that was in the cast, Don Oesterwind, Dan Jones, Ming & Barb Louie, 

Joe Fusco, Dr. J. and Gordon Schott & Company! Everyone worked very hard at this and we could 

not have done it without the backstage help from Rob Krozal, Jim Molnar, Gerry Heilman, John 

Machniak, Michael Doyle, Pam and Randy Smith, Sean Naes and Kevin Peshick! If I missed any-

one please accept my apologies – you are ALL very much appreciated! 

 

I want to especially thank the members that I saw and/or heard from (but did not see) who attended the 

show – Praveen Kumar (who celebrated his birthday at the show!), Frank Machniak & Jackie, Bob 

Goodwin, Jim Folkl, Emad Khalif, Karl Rabe, Bill Rabe, Patricia Rabe, Bob Moyer, John Russell, 

Ron Hoole and a host of friends of the club including Mike Thornton, Michael & Harriet Jacobson 

(BJW Magical Jewelry) and Brian Sabalinski!  

 

It was an excellent showing of support from club. To those who performed, those who came to help 

backstage, to help with tech stuff or even just to watch the show, we really appreciate all of you very 

much for being there! THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! You all made me very proud to be 

a part of this club and to have the opportunity to serve as your president! 

 

At the monthly meeting for April we are having our Cups & Balls & Bowls theme. The meeting is on 

April 10th, which will be a little bit of show & tell as well as a bit of a workshop on the Cups & Balls 

and the Benson Bowl. In May the theme will be ‘Comedy Magic’ – tickle the funny bone and make us 

laugh! 

Also, there will be a very special announcement at the April meeting that has the potential to bring some 

really big things to the club (in a very good way). It is an idea that has been circulating for a while…stay 

tuned! 

 

We hope to see you all very soon and until then, keep the magic alive! 

 

 

Yours in the Secret Art, 

 

J. M. A. 
President 

 

  



Secretary’s Report: 
 

                           March’s meeting on Parlor Magic turned out very good with Sean Naes start-

ing out with a nice linking ring routine; Karl and Bill Rabe did a great Card Duck routine, with 

different hats for each part; Kevin Peshick had a card trick with a bell and a very neat ending; 

Pam Smith did fun kid’s trick, where the duck on a rope changes places from left to right then 

ends up in the center; I, Randy Smith showed four different color ‘alien’ balloons on an appara-

tus holding them and colored rods to match, Bill Rabe helped out by choosing one of the rods, 

setting it back, the same color balloon bursts; Karl Rabe finished up with a box where a chosen 

card mysteriously raises... 

 

 

                         The Rotary Club of Westland’s, ‘The Magic of Giving’ show was the highlight 

of March, with all of the performers doing an excellent job! 
  
                           Hope to see everyone at the April meeting, (bring your cups and balls magic!) 
 
Randy A. Smith, Secretary 
 
  

Magic Funnies 



 
 
Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for April 2019! As I type this article, I am on 

the wrong train home from Chicago (long story) after spending five days there with my good 

friend Michael Vincent (and, incidentally, with A.A.M.C. Vice President Don Oesterwind). 

There were many, many different things which were discussed but between Michael and I, we 

both talked quite a bit about a magician whose name which will be familiar to some of you – 

Darwin Ortiz. 
 

If you recall, back in 2017 I wrote two articles on his magic theory books, Designing Miracles 

and Strong Magic. There was one Ortiz book that came up repeatedly in the discussions be-

tween Mr. Vincent and me and for very good reason. That book is the focus of this article and it 

is called Cardshark. It was written by Darwin Ortiz and published in 1995 as a 189-page hard-

cover book by Kaufman and Greenberg and was illustrated by Ton Onosaka. 

 

This book was wildly popular and sold out very quickly. Magicians knew there was gold in this 

book, and they held onto their copies, quickly making this a rare book in high demand, and 

when they hit the open market, they fetched a good chunk of money. 

 

The effects in this book range from relatively easy to knuckle-busting hardcore sleight of hand. 

The one thing they all have in common is that every single effect in this book is absolutely stun-

ning, very powerful and very much worth your time and attention in practice and in perform-

ance. 

 

Some of the highlights include The Unholy Three where cards from one deck are found in an-

other deck, and then change into the original selections. Blind Aces, in which a spectator shuf-

fles a deck (which can be borrowed) thoroughly, then covers your eyes with their hands as you 

proceed to blindly cut to and find the four Aces! Museum Piece is a very pretty effect where 

you have a few double-blank cards selected, and one by one the cards a printed with very old 

faces and backs, then turned blank again on both sides. 

 

Time Piece is an elaborate version of the old Clock Trick which uses an actual pocket watch, 

which winds up (HA!) with a revelation etched into the watch case! The Showdown is the fa-

miliar Gambler vs. Magician plot given the Ortiz treatment. Time and Again is a signed card 

effect with a time travel theme and a very (VERY!) unusual climax! The last effect in the book 

is probably one of the strongest gambling themed effects in all of magic;  



 The Sting – a double-cross cheating demonstration, it is also a very, very hardcore 

sleight of hand effect but well worth the effort! 

 

These are but a few of the effects in the book and the teaching of the material is done extremely 

well. Do not let the hardcore stuff scare you away from this book – there are some relatively 

easy things in this book that an intermediate card handler could work with. 

 

If this book piques your interest, you are in some luck because although the original print run is 

still hard to come by (and still expensive), due to popular demand, Darwin Ortiz himself had the 

book reprinted in 2015 in the exact same format as the original, and as of this writing it can still 

be had from most of your favorite Murphy’s Magic dealers, at the original cost of $55/USD. 

 

Well that is all for this month everyone – please join me again next month as we explore an-

other wonderful, magical tome! 
 

Dr. J. 

 ♦  What is the biggest lie in the entire universe? 

"I have read and agree to the Terms & Conditions." 

       

  ♠  The two best times to keep your mouth shut 

are when you're swimming and when you're angry. 

  

 ♥  The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever 

deal with watches you from the mirror every morning. 
          

  ♣  The trouble with Sunday drivers is, they don't 

drive any better during the week. 
 



3-13-2019 Meeting 

         ...Attendees 



Some Pictures from the Magic of Giving show 3-30-2019... 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!  

 

ABC Magic Shop  

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043  

(586) 790-3700 http://abcmagicshop.com/  

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/  

 

 

AAMC Board Contacts  

President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Vice President: Don Oesterwind / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Randy A. Smith / randy.remarkable@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Librarian: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net  

Website: http://www.aamagic.org/  

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”  

 
 
 
 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!  
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!  

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednes-

day of each month at Senate Coney Island Restau-

rant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-

1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if 

you want to eat.  


