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A Candle in the Dark by Joaquin M. Ayala – President 

 

 Hello everyone! I hope you are all staying warm as you wait for springtime 

to arrive. This is another transitional phase during the year, a time when things 

awake from their winter slumber and come back to life. 

All of us at some point in our lives resist change, whether it is because we really 

like the way we do something, we might mistakenly believe there are no other 

ways to do it, we might be afraid to try new things, or it may simply be caused by 

laziness. Which of those applies to you? 

  

 Change can be a very good thing. It can renew a passion for something you 

have not done for a long time, it might spark a new passion, it can also refresh 

your mind and spirit if it has caused you to be bored with whatever it is you have 

done for so long. 

  

 I firmly believe that passion for something can be contagious – if you are 

genuinely interested in things that you share with others and are passionate about 

things you do, people will listen to you when you have something to say about 

those things. If you are bored by the things you do and try sharing them with oth-

ers, they will have no interest and in fact may be turned off by them. 

  

 I will leave you with this challenge: Find the areas in your magic (or any 

other hobbies that you enjoy/have enjoyed) that you have been bored with or have 

quit doing because they are no longer exciting to you. Think about what you can 

change and the new things you can try. What changes would bring that spark of 

interest and passion back? It may be harder than you think! 

 

 

 

 

Dr. J. 
 

  



Secretary’s Report: 
 

                           The 2019 Banquet was a great success, with 37 attendees, good food and enter-

tainment by the one and only Gene Anderson! 

 The February  meeting was about Change Bags, Don Oesterwind performed with a 

black bag, (Driving Blindfolded Trick), which he had John Machniak put over his head to 
make sure you couldn’t see through, then Don put it over his own head and told John to hold 
up as many fingers as he wanted, and Don correctly called out! 

 Then Dan Jones had two different colored round boxes and a borrowed ring put in one 

of them, then into separate bags with the ring ending up in the opposite box! 

 Jim Placido brought along his rope(s) for his really good rope routine that he does…. 

 Bob Moyer did a routine where he has twelve fuzz balls, six different colors, when he 

had Dan Jones drop them into a bag, choose one without Bob seeing it and Bob told which 

color he picked, (a few times).. 

 Karl Rabe found a boot in an empty bag and Bob Goodwin had people tell him what 

parking lot number he parked his Ferrari… 

 New member, Praveen Kumar, performed a shrinking card routine that was very nice! 
That was all for the February meeting, hope to see everyone at the March meeting! 
  
Randy A. Smith, Secretary 
 

Magic Funnies 



 
 

Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D.  
  

 Hello everyone and welcome to the Ex Libris article for March 2019! As I 
write this, I am still reflecting on the Banquet that we held on the 23rd of Feb-

ruary – WOW! What a night! There was quite a diverse crowd in attendance, 
given there were current members, past members an even a few guests. This 

gave me an idea of a book that I have enjoyed many times in the past and 
that is the one we will focus on this month. Which book? Tangled Web by Eric 

Mead.  
 This book was published by Hermetic Press (Stephen Minch) in 2006 as 

a small, 238-page hardcover edition and illustrated by the late Earl Oakes. 
The book sold out rather quickly and was not reprinted. The book received 

great praise from the likes of Teller (who wrote the introduction) and many 
other well-known magicians.  

 This book was written by Eric at the urging of many who were familiar 
with his work. It is basically a compilation of three of his early lecture notes 
and the material really is diverse, and because of exactly that, they are not 

“categorized” in the book.  
 Just to give you an idea, the book contains things like his take on a no-

gaff Copper/Silver transposition in their hands, which he calls A Fine Howdy 
Do. It involves using a produced lighter and a little fire to produce the first coin 

– it gets their attention right off the bat! If you are familiar with Bob Neale, 
Eric tips a cheeky use for his Bunny Bill origami fold for a banknote, which Eric 

calls the Bunny Bill Swindle – think a cheeky revenge effect on parents who 
leave you to babysit their children!  

 There is a great, impromptu 3-coin effect called Bar Flight in which three 
coins vanish and reappear under a napkin, the last one appearing right on top 

of the napkin in full view! When Children Walk with Canes is a handling for the 
Appearing Cane using picture cards, and there are plenty of ideas for cards in-

cluding work on memorized decks, the Topsy Turvy and Slop Shuffle and more.  
 The real meat of this book are the essays on various points of view and 
subjects including performing, character, atmosphere, lessons learned and 

much more. Many of the things discussed in these sections can only be learned 
by performing in the real world for a diverse audience, and Eric started young. 

He worked the Tower Bar in Snowmass, Colorado back in the day when he was 
rather young. Doc Eason was the famous resident magician at that bar, which 

was owned by singer John Denver.  



 There are lots of interesting things in this book and it is a great read. 
You may not agree with all the points Eric makes in this book, nor should you, 

but they will at least give you a different perspective on them. That, and some 
of the various effects in the book are very, very good effects. Others will cer-

tainly give you something to think about!  
 This book is currently out of print, but they pop up for sale quite often, 

and they still sell relatively cheaply. If it sounds like a book that you would like 
to pick up, keep an eye on Penguin Magic – they recently bought the rights to 

reprint the old Hermetic Press books (and have already begun with books like 
the Tommy Wonder Books of Wonder and PRISM by Max Maven) – they are 

extremely likely to reprint Tangled Web due to it being in demand.  
  

 That is all for this month – join me again next month for another look 
into a great book!  

– J. M. A.  

 ♥  Notice: Spelling mistakes left in for people who need to correct others 

 to make their life fulfilled. 

 

 ♣  On one hand, I'm indecisive; but on the other, I'm not. 

 

 ☺  On the keyboard of life, always keep one finger on the escape key. 
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Some Pictures from the AAMC Banquet at MaMa Mias Restaurant… 

Starring Gene Anderson as our entertainment! 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops!  

 

ABC Magic Shop  

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043  

(586) 790-3700 http://abcmagicshop.com/  

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc.  

16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/  

 

 

AAMC Board Contacts  

President: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Vice President: Don Oesterwind / don@safesteprecovery.com 

Secretary: Randy A. Smith / randy.remarkable@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Librarian: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com  

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net  

Website: http://www.aamagic.org/  

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club”  

 
 
 
 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us!  
Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee!  

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednes-

day of each month at Senate Coney Island Restau-

rant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-

1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if 

you want to eat.  


