
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Candle in the Dark by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala – President 

Hello everyone! As I sit here at my desk and type this article, the Halloween 

season has come and gone (although for some of us it never leaves) and we 

prepare to enter the American Thanksgiving season. This is a time of year to 

slow down a little, spend more time with family and friends and to be 

thankful for all that we have. It should also be a bit of a contemplative time 

to see what has happened so far this year, what we have accomplished 

during the year and to see what we might do differently, or perhaps better, 

in the coming year. 

It is no secret that our club went through a little bit of turmoil this year, but 

it was nothing that we were not able to overcome by sticking together, 

working with each other and looking out for our best interests. I hope I have 

been able to help us get back on that path, and if I have been, I could not 

have done it without all of you and the help of my fellow board members. To 

each and every one of you, I give my deepest gratitude and a great big 

THANK YOU! 

Having said that, I have a bit of news regarding the membership issue that 

has plagued us a bit for the last few months: I now have, after much 

exhaustive research and countless hours spent digging, calling and reading, 

a solution. I am putting it in this article for one simple reason, and that is 
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because it will be addressed at the meeting this month and put forward for 

your consideration, and I want December to be a no-muss, no-fuss 

Christmas party for the club and its members with no such mentioning of 

anything political, etc.  

So, on with it: The matter of “separating” the Ann Arbor Magic Club from the 

national organizations, in order to offer a third membership option which 

does not require membership in one of the national organizations, is a purely 

internal matter. The state of Michigan requires no action on our part to 

create this “separation”. What is being proposed to you is very simple: We 

will vote in January at the election meeting to create the third option for 

membership, the majority will decide the outcome. To prevent this article 

from being any longer, I will, instead, send out an e-mail after the meeting 

this month detailing the necessary additions to the bylaws. There are no 

changes or eliminations to be made, only additions. 

With that out of the way, I want to thank you again for all your thoughts, 

your magic, your friendship and your time. YOU are what makes this club all 

that it is, and I am very thankful for that. I want us to grow as a club and 

keep on being relevant for future generations to come. To quote one of my 

favorite magic authors, Jon Racherbaumer (there is that name again…): 

Onward! 

Yours in the Secret Art, 

Dr. J. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Cook a Turkey in Fifteen Easy Steps 

Step 1. Buy a turkey. Step 2. Have a glass of wine. Step 3. Stuff 
turkey. Step 4. Have a glass of wine. Step 5. Put turkey in oven. 
Step 6. Relax and have a glass of wine. Step 7. Turk the bastey. 

Step 8. Wine of glass another get. Step 9. Hunt for meat 
thermometer. Step 10. Glass yourself another wine of pour. Step 
11. Bake the wine for 4 hours. Step 12. Take the oven out of the 
turkey. Step 31. Tet the sable. Stepp 14. Grab anover woddle of 

bine. Step15. Turk the carvey! 
 

Happy Thanksgiving to all of you – have fun and be safe and keep the magic 
alive! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from the 

October 2018 

meeting 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Quill by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala – Secretary 

As I write this the month of November quickly approaches. There are some 

rather important things that I want to let you know about here, so I will get 

right into it: 

Thank you to all that attended our monthly meeting in October. It was a lot 

of fun! Ming Louie performed a double-whammy with his own version of 

Coins and Glass and a silky-smooth, flawless presentation of the Chinese 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS 
Question 1) A very well-known magician has a niece named Marie Blood. Who is he? 

 
Question 2) What magician was famous for having a home which was decidedly 

mechanical with automated gates, doors, etc.? 
 

Answers at the end of the newsletter! 
 



Linking Rings, reminiscent of the fluidity of Richard Ross in his own routine. 

President/Secretary Joaquin Ayala transferred his magical powers to Barb 

Louie, who performed an entire Cups & Balls routine, fooling not only 

herself but the entire audience! She ended with a nod to Tommy Wonder 

himself! Michael Doyle presented his take on the old Roped Card Trick 

while Kevin Peshick demonstrated the spooky powers of a spirit capturing 

photo frame! Randy Smith became the Doctor of Terror while his wife Pam 

turned into his victim for a very entertaining presentation of the Sword Thru 

Neck. Well done to all the performers! 

THIS MONTH: We are collecting the money for our Christmas Party Mystery 

Gifts. The limit is $15 and if you pay to play, you will receive a ticket, and at 

the December meeting your ticket will be drawn at random to receive a gift 

bag with $15 worth of magic in it! Our Treasurer Mr. Krozal will not be at the 

meeting, so see Dr. J. to turn in your cash. Checks made out to the Ann 

Arbor Magic Club are also accepted. *Note: The magic will be purchased new 

from the Wunderground shop and each bag will contain unique items – no 

duplicates! 

We will be holding nominations for the new Board of Officers to be elected in 

January. If you wish to run for office, please submit your interest at the 

meeting and find someone to nominate you for your desired position. 

Elections will be held in January! We will also be proposing for your 

consideration the creation of a third membership option to the A.A.M.C., 

which will also be voted on in January. Details of the latter will go out in an 

email the day after the meeting this month, so be sure to keep an eye out. 

Our annual banquet will be held in February of 2019 at Mama Mia’s on 

Plymouth Road. We are nailing down the date as we speak, and we already 

have a surprise entertainer, one I know you will all really enjoy (and you 

already do)! Details will be given at the meeting. 

Finally, our theme this month is Coin Magic. If you do not perform coin 

magic, that is perfectly fine - you can bring in whatever you are working on 

or need help with and perform that instead! 

ATTENTION: If anyone has a phone number or mailing address for Mr. Bob 

Reed, please get in touch with me. He has not been able to receive club 

information for a few months now and his given email address was invalid. 

Thanks for your help! 

Yours in the Secret Art, 

Dr. J. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for November 2018! If you 

are a regular reader of this column you will know that each December I 

usually describe a book that is rather generous with its contents or its intent 

– a gift to the readers of sorts. I will do exactly that this year, but I am 

starting a month early because this gift comes in two volumes. We will be 

focusing on The Art of Close-up Magic Volume 1 by Lewis Ganson. 

This book was originally published as a 401-page hardcover book in 1967, in 

a 6.5”x10” format. It was republished in 1996 by Louis Falanga of L&L 

Publishing, once again as a hardcover book in the same format and 

including a dust cover. 

This book was written with the intent of showing magicians that not all 

magic had to be card magic and in fact, there is not one single card trick in 

the entire volume! There are effects where cards are used as props, but 

none where they are featured. The contents of the book various contributors 

and the book is very well-written in a clear, easy to follow manner with clear 

line drawings where necessary. 

Some of the effects require props that you will have to buy in a magic store, 

others need no special props at all and some use props that may or may not 

still be available today. In any case, in reading this book you will quickly 

realize that the effects included have been tested over and over, proven to 

be useable in the real world. The book starts off with some basic principles in 

storing and transporting your magic props, the surfaces on which you can 

work, music selection, practice suggestions, etc. This section is full of great 

information for performers of all levels. 

If you have the 
power to make 

someone happy, do 
it. The world needs 

more of that. 

Every evening I like 
to relax with some 
sandpaper. Just a 
little something to 
take the edge off. 

The movie about the 

history of milk was 

too long. I had to cut 

the cheese and that 

just stinks. 



There are fifteen chapters covering a very broad range of topics from sponge 

magic to silk magic, coin magic without apparatus/props, coin magic with 

props and there is a whole chapter dedicated to the Okito Box and its 

variations. The gambling section teaches effects like the old Endless Chain 

Game (also called Loopy Loop, The Chain Game, Pricking the Garter, etc.), a 

purse swindle and a fun take on the Two-in-the-Hand, One-in-the-Pocket 

effect using dice.  

There is a chapter that teaches some very interesting work with thimbles, 

another on magic with various tubes and even one that focuses on the 

Paddle Move. In fact, one of the best handlings for the old Jumping Gems is 

detailed in this chapter, a little gem (pun intended) by Dick Zimmerman 

called Slippery Rocks, which squeezes just about all you can out of the 

standard set. Noted and revered Hawaiian coin magician Curtis Kam uses 

this exact handling with a very funny script but instead of the plastic rods, 

he uses earring-shaped rods made of Koa wood! 

One of my all-time favorite effects, and the subject of my forthcoming book, 

is the John Ramsay Cylinder & Coins, a variation of which by Dai Vernon, 

called The Cylinder & Chips, is included in this book.  

There is literally something for everyone in this book and a good majority 

requires simple props, or things you might already own. This is an excellent 

tome of high-quality magic that does not require a deck of cards and I 

encourage you to check it out! Join me again next month as I delve into 

Volume 2. – J. M. A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIVIA ANSWERS 
1) Marie Blood was the niece of Harry Houdini. 

2) The home is called The Priory, conceived, built and lived in by Jean 
Eugene Robert-Houdin. 

Adventures in Dictionary Land 

 

Paralyze, n. – Two far-fetched stories. 
 

Pathological, n.  – A reasonable way to go. 
 

Philosophy, n. – A route of many roads leading from nowhere to nothing. 



 

 

 

Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043 / (586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. / 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC Board Contacts 

President:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 
We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month at Senate Coney Island 

Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 

48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 

p.m. if you want to eat. 
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