
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Quill by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala, Secretary 

Last month we all had an absolute blast playing a rousing rendition of Magic 

Jeopardy! There were sixteen members present and they split up into three 

teams with one team having an extra member. Then Karl Rabe became a 

defector from Team 1 and transferred his loyalty to Team 3 just before the 

game started – I suspect there was bribery involved...Ha!  

We had a lot of interesting categories and there were some questions that 

really got the gears turning and some that even stumped the entire group! 

There was also a fair bit of heavy competition between the three teams as 

we wound our way through the first round, and it double up once we got to 

Double Magic Jeopardy (see what I did there?)!  

If I had to pick an overall individual winner for the night for answering the 

most questions, that honor would belong to Ming Louie! All the teams did a 

great job and all three teams got both Final Jeopardy answers correct, so 

everybody won! Team 1 won, Team 2 won and everybody else won too! 

They all won! Oprah would have been proud! 

I would be remiss if I did not mention my gracious and fully qualified 

assistant host, President Scott Mitchell. Next time we should play Magic 

Wheel of Fortune, so he can come dressed as Vanna White! Ha! 

To close, I want to let everyone know about our happenings in June. First, 

we have Dan Fleshman coming to lecture for the club on Wednesday June 

6th at 7 p.m. This lecture is free to all current members, for non-members it 

is $20, OR non-members can pay just $15 to attend the lecture AND join the 
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A.A.M.C.! Please note that we will still have our regular monthly 

meeting on the second Wednesday, the 13th, of this month. 

That is all from me for this month – see you all soon and have a wonderful 

month! – J.M.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adventures in Dictionary Land 

Recovery Room, n. – A place to do reupholstery. 

Sarchasm, n. – The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the 

reader who does not get it. 

Seizure, n. – A Roman Emperor. 

Software, n. – Plastic forks, spoons and knives. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mentoring in Magic by Scott Mitchell – President 

Hello boys and girls, 

This month I want to talk about a trap that I see several people fall 

into. I have heard, as I am sure all of you have heard, the “if you are not 

marketing to just one market then you are doing it wrong” spiel. This is 

incorrect; you can market to multiple markets: Kid shows, Close-up, Stage, 

etc. I know what you are thinking! “Well… I don’t want to be considered a 

jack-of-all-trades, master-of-none”. 

Allow me to lay it out for you: The first way to go about it is to have 

multiple websites, each playing to a specific market. Now I know that some 

of us don’t have the money to invest in multiple websites. I have good news! 

Do a search online for free blog sites and things of that nature and you can 

achieve the same results. The second thing to do is to have business cards 

that are designed for each specific market, each having a link to the website 

or blog that offers more details for that market. Doing these things opens 

your being able to promote yourself to multiple markets without the 

cluttered website and without looking like a jack-of-all-trades. 

Now a different issue that comes into this topic: You never want to 

pursue a market that you are not qualified for. For instance, I perform 

maybe three effects that are considered mentalism, so, I would never throw 

my name in the hat for a gig where the client was requesting a mentalist. 

What I would do is say, “I know some people who specialize in that market -  

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday and 

Sunday. 

Ahhh…those were 

the days! 

One nudist asks 

another, "Have you 

read Marx?" 

The other says, 

"Yeah. It's these 

wicker chairs." 

 

I accidentally 

swallowed a 

handful of 

Scrabble tiles.  

Eventually this 

could spell 

disaster… 



may I pass your contact information on to them”?   What does this do for 

you? Well it lets the client know you care about their event and want them 

to have a great and memorable event. This also will make them think of you 

when they have an event that is in your wheelhouse – in your area of 

specialization. The worst thing that you can do is accept a gig that you are 

not able or fully equipped to perform. If you do this and your performance is 

bad, it can turn the client off to booking other magicians. Better to not book 

it and refer someone else. Plus, it may turn out that the magician you 

referred them to will do the same for you in the future.  

Another example of this: I do balloon twisting, but it is very basic 

stuff. I had a client that wanted a magic show and balloon twisting at the 

end of the show. This was a hospital gig that I do every year, so I decided to 

hand over the balloon portion to a man who is better and faster than me. I 

asked Dan Jones if he would be interested in helping with balloons. I paid 

him for his time he made some money, I made some money, plus the client 

was very happy.  

I hope that some of my experience related here was helpful, or at the 

very least, entertaining to read. Help one another, grow as a performer and 

do not be afraid of letting a gig go to another performer when you don’t 

have the abilities to perform a great show for the client. 

As always, remember to leave room for magic! 

Scott Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karl 

Rabe 

Dan 

Jones 

Don 

Oesterwind 

Rob 

Krozal 

A three-legged dog walks into a saloon in the Old West. He slides up to the bar 
and announces, “I am looking for the man who shot my paw…” 

Two boll weevils grew up in South Carolina. One went to Hollywood and became 

a famous actor. The other stayed behind to work in the cotton fields and 

never amounted to anything. The second one, naturally, became the lesser of 

two weevils. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barb and Ming Louie 

The Ghost 

&  
Mr.  

Peshick 

Marvin 

Mathena 

 

Bill 

Brang 

Dan 

Jones 

Dr. 

J. 

Bob 

Goodwin 

Barb 

Louie 

Scott 

Mitchell 

I know! Me! 

Me! Me! 

Michael 

Doyle 

John 

Osborne 

Magic 

JEOPARDY! 



 

 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, 

Ph.D. 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex 

Libris article for June 2018! 

June…wow! How are we six months 

into the year and almost to summer 

already?! I was recently going 

through my archives as I thought 

about which books to cover and I 

realized that to date, I have written 

thirty-eight(!) articles about magic 

books! The subject matter has been 

rather broad, but I was really having 

a hard time deciding what to write 

about, which then became my big 

hint… 

This month we are going to talk 

about a book which is not 

necessarily a book of effects, though it does contain a few. What it is, is a 

book on utility devices for magicians that falls squarely into the DIY 

category. Prestige Pen Projects by Shawn Evans is a book that is all about 

gimmicked pens and markers for various uses. It is a little unusual in that it 

was published in both PDF form and in paperback. The paperback edition 

was very limited and was released in 2012, containing 155 pages of content. 

This book contains twenty (20) chapters which detail the construction of 

various gimmicked pens and some follow with effects that they can be used 

for, though the uses for each are rather obvious in their construction. What 

may surprise you is that even though some of these pens are electronic in 

nature, none of them are going to require days of construction and a degree 

in electrical engineering to complete. Most of them use household items and 

tools found in most tool boxes. They will also not break the bank. Most of 

them take about a half hour to make and cost not much more than $15-

$20/USD for all the necessary implements. The pens in this category are 

what you would call flash pens, which can be used to discreetly ignite flash 

paper, flash cotton or any number of flash products.  

TRIVIA QUESTION 
If no adjacent cards share the 

same suit, which suit is the blue 
card? Answer on Pg. 8! 

 



There is a nifty multi-use pen which can be used to secretly add slush or 

snow powder to a liquid, liquids for Water to Wine effects, PK effects and a 

few others. Oh, and it writes like a normal pen! There are pens that write in 

colors other than the ones indicated by the caps/ink sticks, ideas for the 

FriXion pens, self-moving pens and even a pen for doing the Ashes on the 

Arm. If you have ever wanted a pen that produces a puff of smoke from 

your mouth, this book shows you how to make one and for much less than 

the marketed versions. 

As mentioned before, there are some effects given for some of the items 

too, like the Relightable Matches, the various FriXion pen effects, one of 

which is a very clever use with the Paul Harris Twilight Angels effect. At the 

end of the book you will find some fun and interesting pen facts and trivia, 

some of which can be used in your scripting! 

The book is illustrated thoroughly with color photos as well as illustrations. 

The photos are not all professional quality, but they are very clear and do 

the job they are meant to do very well. The instructions in this book are also 

very clear and everything is explained in a clear, easy to understand and 

easy to follow manner. Even the most non-crafty person will be able to 

follow this book. What is more, if you have the PDF version, there are links 

to videos that show how the pens are used and even videos of how to 

make/construct some of them – this really goes above and beyond what 

most magic books give you as far as depth of instruction. 

All in all, this book has some very clever devices in it and all of them are 

practical, easy on the wallet and not horribly time-consuming to build. 

Furthermore, once you make them they are very easy to repair or replace, 

should that ever be required. There is one small caveat with this book, 

however, and it is this: The paperback was limited for whatever reason, and 

it is safe to assume that it was most certainly not to create scarcity and 

drive up the price as both the PDF and the physical book were both the 

same price – more on that in a moment. You might still find some dealers 

out there with physical copies left, but if this really interests you, it can be 

purchased from www.lybrary.com as a PDF. The cost is $42.92/USD, which 

is a little steep for a PDF but the information it contains, and the depth of 

the instructions make it more than worth it, in my humble opinion. Or is 

that, o-pen-ion? Sorry…I will let myself out. 

That is all for this month folks – enjoy the summer weather as it comes 

along (sorry to our readers in the southern hemisphere – winter is upon 

http://www.lybrary.com/


you)! Join me again next month as we delve into another great magic tome! 

– J.M.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ming: Hey Scott…you 

uh…you wanna buy some 

magic? 

Dan: Shhh! I put a two-

week old sock in there! 

Scott: What is in THAT 

BAG? 

TRIVIA ANSWER 

The BLUE card is a CLUB! 
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Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043 / (586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. / 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017  

(248) 280-5925 / Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC Board Contacts 

President:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Rob Krozal / rkrozal@yahoo.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Pam Smith / pam1s2006@gmail.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian: Dan Jones / dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page: “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? 

We would love to hear from you! Get in touch with us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 

 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 

Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-1500. Meeting starts at 

7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to eat. 
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