
 

President’s Corner by John Russell 

 

I’ve been trying to challenge all of us (myself definitely included) to take a look at our 
performances and take them to the next level. A very careful, self-critical examination of what 
we do and how we do it, is so important that if we can’t bring ourselves to do it, we might want 
to ask a trusted colleague to help us out. Too often, we get comfortable with our routines and 
presentations and “can’t see the forest for the trees”, so to speak. And if we’re busy, we can 
always fall back on the fatal statement, “well, I do more shows than what’s-his-face, so I must 
be doing ok”. 

One technique is to video record some shows, then go back over them and see what 
was actually happening and what the audience reaction was. (BTW, you do pay attention to 
your audiences, right? Every good speaker, entertainer, magician, or presenter I know, carefully 
watches their audiences and when they start to lose them, takes steps to bring them back.) 
Another technique is to watch other magicians perform. How do they interact with their 
audiences? How do they handle prop management? How do they work with stagecraft? How 
do they present their routines? 

That’s what struck me last month as we hosted Gordon Russ’s show and lecture. His 
show was so over the top with energy, that it immediately made me rethink the description of 
my show as “high-energy”. Always under his control, Gordon’s almost manic stage presence 
had the kids rolling on the floor (figuratively speaking), and most of the adult audience in 
stitches. At the end of the show part of the lecture, many of us felt that we needed a break to 
recover! 

His prop management skill came from having done the same basic show for years 
(we’ve debated that before as to whether or not and how often, if at all, a show should be 
redone. I’m sure the debate will continue forever.). He knew where stuff was, how to get the 
raccoon tail to flop where he wanted it, what to do with the balloon, and what came next, 
accurately timed to his music. WOW. Just an amazing show full of entertainment value. 

He also managed his audience expertly. By the end of the show, there were 
approximately a dozen kids, and I think the oldest was probably 11. Most were considerably 
younger. He had them under his control at all times, had amazing fun with them, used multiple 
volunteers, and the result was 30+ minutes of great fun watching these kids have the time of 
their lives. (We could also debate the ratio of silliness, gags, and magic, but that’s for another 
time). 
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Stage management? I don’t think he moved outside about a 6’ space! I roam all over the 
stage. Gordon stayed put. Everything he needed was right within reach, and while he had a lot 
of equipment (speaker, banners, suitcase, box), it looked like a clean workspace.  

Afterwards, he freely shared his marketing secrets (I hope you got some good ideas, and 
use them). He talked openly about bookings, and was willing to answer any question 
(something a lot of working pros keep close to their vests). 

I made a few applications for myself. As I stated earlier, “high-energy” is subjective, but 
it’s something for me to look into. I also tell a lot of stories to put my effects into context and 
give a reason for performing them. Are my stories too long? Is my introduction to the story too 
long?  

Another thing I realized is that for children’s audiences (I don’t do a lot of kid shows, but 
I do some), a bit of silliness goes a long way, and parents (you know, the ones who pay us?) will 
be satisfied knowing that their kids had a blast! 

So that’s what “I” got out of last month’s lecture… what did you get? 
Club News 

 We’ve got several new folks who want to join the club! Guy Copland, Ming & Barbara 
Louie, and Bill Rugh! We just keep on growing! 
 This month’s topic is “Favorites”. What is your favorite stand-up AND close-up trick? (If 
you had to audition doing one trick, what would it be?) Bring them along and share them with 
the group! 
 Next month (December), we bring along a free gift to all in attendance: a lecture with 
Nathan Kranzo! This is a new lecture and he’s coming from a tour in China, and a recent lecture 
at the Magic Castle in Los Angeles. Nathan is a great friend of our club, and his last visit was just 
amazing! Come prepared to do some Christmas shopping at his portable store! 
 As always, the club meetings are at the Senate Coney Island, 34359 Plymouth Rd, 
Livonia. If you want to eat, come as early as 6:00pm. We try to have the food service out of the 
way by the time the meeting starts at 7:00. And bring some magic… after all, that’s what the 
Ann Arbor Magic Club is all about!  
  
Stay Magical, 
  
John Russell 
 

 
 

 

42.7% of all statistics are made up on 

the spot. 

Artificial Intelligence usually beats real 

stupidity… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Secretary’s Report by Joaquin M. Ayala 
 
This month my report is rather short because we had our Homecoming meeting for the club. 
This time around there were lots of invited guests in attendance as well as some members who 
usually miss the monthly meetings for various reasons. We had local family magician Gordon 
Russ perform a fun, free show for a group of kids as well as the adults in attendance. Gordon 
then gave a talk about the business side of magic.  

He covered marketing, promotional materials, accounting and much more. He also took 
any questions afterward and there were some very interesting questions asked by the club 
members, which were all given equally interesting answers. This was a great lecture that had 
also gave some insight to the rarely discussed business side, the pros and the cons, what kinds 
of client/promotional tracking techniques to use, etc.  

The mic system got really loud sometimes but overall I think everybody had a good time 
and the kids really enjoyed Gordon during the time they spent with us. If anyone is interested 
and missed out on getting a copy, Gordon also provided us with some notes on the things that 
he covered during his discussion. Have a magical November everyone!  

 
Magically, 
 
Dr. J. 

 

A day without sunshine is like night… 
 

Bills travel through the mail at twice 
the speed of checks! 

 
Corduroy pillows: They are making 

headlines… 
 

Do you ever get the feeling that you are 
diagonally parked in a parallel 

universe? 

Before you criticize 

someone, you should 

walk a mile in their 

shoes. That way, when 

you criticize them, you 

are a mile away and 

you have their shoes! 

FOR SALE: Parachute. Used once. Never 
opened. Small stain. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for November 2017! I certainly hope that 
everyone has been well and that your Halloween was spooktacular! Now that we are into 
November, the holiday season is upon us. This is a time for bringing family and friends together 
and for sharing our lives and interests with each other. This reminds me of a person who shared 
something very special with all of us magicians, namely Andrew Galloway. Andrew was the sole 
student of the legendary John Ramsay from Scotland, creator of many now-standard sleights, 
subtleties, principles and effects in magic.  

Andrew hails from Ayr, Scotland and is the author of the Ramsay Trilogy, along with a 
handful of smaller booklets and is also the star of a two volume DVD set, Magic of John 
Ramsay. These items together detail the entirety of the Ramsay body of work and they are sole 
record of his work as taught to Andrew Galloway. This work in and of itself is a gift to the 
magical community because had Andrew not shared any of this with us, we would all have 
missed out on the brilliant thinking that John Ramsay was known for.  

Jean Hugard was once describing the kind of magic that Ramsay performed to Dai 
Vernon. Vernon asked, “I have heard about this guy – what does he do that is so good?” Hugard 
told him, “He makes coins disappear.” Vernon went digging, repeatedly asking what techniques 
he used and Hugard interrupted, “No, no…he simply takes a coin at the fingertips and it 
simply…disappears.” That is a very strong testimonial, especially coming from someone as 
knowledgeable as Jean Hugard! 

TRIVIA QUESTION 
This magician was a popular face at the Abbott 
Magic Company in Colon, Michigan. He worked 

for them for many years and was frequently 
seen at conventions with Karrell Fox creating 

hijinks and doing comedy skits during the 
evening gala shows. Who is he???? 

ANSWER AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER  
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John Ramsay was a grocer who did not perform magic for a living but rather shared 
much of it with his customers. He did give the odd lecture performance, but today many 
magicians would argue that his effects were created, specifically, to fool magicians. They were 
indeed, and Ramsay especially delighted in creating effects specifically for this purpose 
however, that does not diminish their impact on lay audiences.  

Ramsay was very good at using things that magicians used and were familiar with and 
using them to knock their socks off. One of the prime examples which has gained a lot of 
attention recently, thanks to the Eric Mead performance on the Penn & Teller show, is the 
Cylinder and Coins. This the equivalent to the Cups & Balls for coin workers; some believe the 
effect to be a great piece of theater while others dismiss it as trivial and boring. Regardless, 
Ramsay took the old Cap and Pence effect and brought it up to date, giving it a more sensical 
twist, if you will. 

John Ramsay was especially known for his attention to detail. Case in point: Victor 
Farelli wrote the original manuscript on the Cylinder & Coins effect in exacting detail as 
described by Ramsay, detailing of every move with precision. Upon submitting it to Ramsay for 
proofreading, Ramsay rejected it because Farelli left out things which he considered trivial and 
unimportant, but Ramsay said they MUST be included because they are even more important 
than the sleights and moves.  

Something else that many readers will be familiar with is the Ramsay Subtlety, which is 
most often associated with coin work but can be applied to any small object of similar size. It 
enables you to show, subtly, an empty hand whilst holding out an object. The Ramsay Vanish is 
another technique, again usually associated with coin work but also applicable to other similarly 
shaped objects. The thing about John Ramsay that should really be appreciated, however, is not 
the effects, the moves and the sleights but rather his ideas and work on “misdirection”. These 
are the things that make the moves invisible to even the most observing of audiences. They 
make your magic that much cleaner and stronger and further still, they help you build a rapport 
with your audience. So good was his thinking that it influenced the way many future masters of 
the art thought and developed their own theories and ideas, including Dai Vernon, Tommy 
Wonder, John Carney, Slydini and many others. 

That is all for this month folks! Join me again next month as I wrap up this two-part 
article. Please enjoy a wonderful start to the holiday season and remember to share your magic 
with others! – JMA 

 
 

 
 
 

I wanted to give a shout-out to our fellow club members Rob Krozal, Kevin Peshick, Sean Naes 

and new member Bill Rugh for representing us at the John Luka Motor City Close-up 

Convention. It was a spectacular convention and one of the best we have ever had. We saw 

feature performances and lectures from Michael Vincent, Jack Carpenter, Robert Bengal and 

George Tait (a.k.a. Patrick Redford)! Join us in November 2018 for what is always a great time! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIVIA ANSWER 
None other than the namesake of our very own I.B.M. Ring 210, Duke Stern (1913-1973). Duke was 

a man of many talents: He was a violin player, a cartoonist, a former clothing salesman and 
primarily, a magician. He worked at the Abbott Magic Company for many years and had quite a few 

effects published in various books throughout the years. He loved being a stooge for other 
magicians, especially Karrell Fox. Duke was also the emcee for one of the 1965 Abbott Get-
Togethers. He died in 1973, was cremated and is buried in the Lakeside Cemetery in Colon, 

Michigan. If you want to hear a funny story about Duke after he died, ask me when you see me! 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Your Attention Please! 
Please join us in welcoming four new 

members to the Ann Arbor Magic Club: 
Bill Rugh 

Ming and Barbara Louie 
Guy Copland 

Adventures in Dictionaryland 
 

Bank: A place that lends you an 
umbrella in fair weather and 
asks for it back when it rains. 

 
Caesarean Section: A district in 

Rome. 

Further Adventures in Dictionaryland 
 

Celebrity: A person that works very hard to become well-known and then wears 
dark glasses to avoid being recognized. 

 
Coffer: A person who coughs. 

 
Coffee: A person who is coughed upon. 



 

 

 

 

Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 
Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 
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