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Happy Holidays Folks! 
 

Familiar Faces and Guests at the November 2017 Meeting 

Bob Reed 

Rob Krozal 

Roz 

Jim Molnar 

Kevin Peshick 

Michael Doyle Scott Mitchell 

Bob Goodwin 

Elyse 

Jack and Shirley Markley 

Don Oesterwind 
Dan Jones 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

President’s Corner by John Russell 
 
Greetings everyone! 
 
I’m writing this from Branson Missouri where I’m attending Duane Laflin’s Christmas Party and 
Mini-Convention after having driven about 12 hours. Whew! 
 Whew #1. This is my first time in Branson (actually, I visited Silver Dollar City with my 
parents when I was a child… probably in the early 60s… it sure wasn’t anything like it is now!), 
and it’s like Pigeon Forge Tennessee on steroids (you have been to Pigeon Forge, right?)! 
Shows, retirees, restaurants, retirees, tourist traps, and retirees everywhere you look… I mean 
everywhere!  
Which got me to thinking: how in the world does one stand out in a city like this? We’ve all 
been to places with a rack full of cards (called “rack cards” LOL)… this place has walls of them! I 
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What do you call a bunch of 

grandmasters of chess 

bragging about their games 

in a hotel lobby? 

Chess nuts boasting in an 
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Ebenezer Scrooge won 
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game when 
the Ghost of 
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picked up probably half a dozen “guides” full of writeups, ads, and coupons… and I didn’t even 
grab them all! I can only imagine the cost of advertising in all these places. Surely there must be 
an agency that places them for you? 
 But standing out isn’t just a problem in Branson. In southeastern Michigan, there are 2 
busy magic clubs (that Ann Arbor one is the best) full of magicians looking to land gigs. Add in 
Toledo’s club, and that’s a lot of magicians. How to get noticed? 
 It’s not just magi, but pretty much any business. When I taught marketing at Walsh 
College, one of the books I used as a text was “The 22 Immutable Laws of Marketing”. In the 
authors said it was essential to be #1, and if you couldn’t be #1, find a niche in which you could 
be #1. Other texts call it your “unique marketing proposition (or position)”. What makes you 
unique? What makes you different? And why in the name of magic should anyone hire you over 
someone else? If we’re not different, if we don’t offer something others don’t, we’re just a can 
of soup on the shelf, and the job will usually go to the lowest bidder (which isn’t good for any of 
us. Take the time to take a look at what you offer and build a marketing brand that reinforces 
that. It can be hard work, but it’s definitely worth the effort. 
 Whew #2: That drive… not just 12 hours down here, but I’ve got to drive 12 hours back! 
How do you spend your drive time? In this case, I had 12 hours of being by myself, with no 
distractions. How did I fill the time? I’m glad you asked. Part of the time I drove in silence. Just 
thinking. Planning. Strategizing. Analyzing. Mulling over routines in my head. I find this can be 
helpful just having some time to let my mind wander. I always have a pencil and paper with me 
to jot down stuff (be careful doing that while driving, obviously). And I’ve come up with some 
pretty good ideas during long drive times.  
 Part of the time I listened to music. I have some in my phone, and my car has Sirius/XM 
radio so I never lose a channel. Music also inspires me, relaxes me, recharges me, and energizes 
me. I’ve pretty much given up on listening to the news… who needs that aggravation? The 
majority of the time I listened to podcasts on, you guessed it, magic. You did sign up for the 
FREE five day Master Magic Summit, right? Well, I managed to audio record every session (if 
you don’t know how to do that, ask me)… that’s 32 sessions! I’ve listened to 8… At least I know 
what I’m doing on the way home! 
 These are experts in their area of magic and heard priceless information on creativity, 
branding, promotion, and performance. Talk about getting the juices flowing! My point here is 
not to waste your time in your car. But more importantly, if you really want to be a magician, 
invest some time in it. Being a magician isn’t about investing money and buying tricks (most of 
us have enough of those to last the rest of our lives), it’s about fine-tuning our craft, improving 
our art, and getting the word out that we would like to bring magic into the lives of others. 
 
Club News 
 I am so excited to remind everyone that Nathan Kranzo is coming to lecture at our 
December meeting! This is one busy guy! This is a new lecture that he recently presented at the 
Magic Castle in LA. It comes on the heels of a couple weeks touring with a group of magicians in 
China! Can’t wait to hear what he has to share with us. He’s not charging the club, so we’re not 
charging you. Of course, he’ll have items for sale, so bring your Christmas money, and treat 
yourself! 



 Congratulations to our new members as of last month: Ming & Barbara Louie, Guy 
Copland, and Bill Rugh… Welcome! We’re glad to have you on board! 
As of this writing, there will be something of a changing of the guard in the club come January. 
All offices except president have members running unopposed: Vice President-Dan Jones; 
Treasurer-Rob Krozal; Secretary-Joaquin Ayala; Sergeant-At-Arms-Pam Smith. President 
candidates are Scott Mitchell and Bill Brang. Voting on president will take place at the January 
meeting, and the new board will take over that evening. 
The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets on the second Wednesday of the month at the Senate Coney 
Island on Plymouth Rd in Livonia. Meeting starts at 7pm. Come as early as 6pm if you care to 
eat, so we don’t have food service during the meeting. 
That’s all I’ve got for this month. I’ll have some final thoughts in next month’s Messenger. Hope 
to see you all December 13th. In the meantime… 
Merry Christmas! 
John Russell 
 

 

 
Secretary’s Report by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 

Hello everyone! I had to miss the monthly meeting in November and I had a good excuse – I 
had organized a lecture tour with Michael Vincent from London, England and I was traveling 
with him on that tour. He began his journey here in our area with the John Luka Motor City 
Close-Up Convention in Woodhaven, and as I mentioned in the newsletter last month, our club 
was represented very strongly this year! 
 
The meeting last month was apparently started with some flash (literally!) as the group 
celebrated the 94th birthday of Barbara Louie’s mother, Roz. I heard there was a spectacular 
candle on the cake to mark the occasion! It continued with Jack and Shirley Markley coming in 
to visit. Of course, Jack showed the assembled crowd a number of items that you could make 
yourself and others that he had for sale. Jack also brought his mother-in-law, Elyse. We 
welcomed back a guest from Texas, Bill Morrison who also performed later in the evening! As 
mentioned last month, we welcomed Bill Rugh from Waterville, Ohio, Guy Copland and Ming & 
Barb Louie as brand new members to the club – we are excited and glad to have you! 
 

Further Adventures in Dictionary Land 
 

ABSENTEE - A missing golfing accessory 

 
ADULT - A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the 

middle 
 

AGE - A high price to pay for maturity. 



Last month, nominations for the 2018 Board of Officers were held. The nominees are as 
follows: 
President Nominees: Scott Mitchell and Bill Brang 
Vice President Nominee: Dan Jones 
Secretary Nominee: Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
Treasurer Nominee: Rob Krozal 
Sergeant-at-Arms Nominee: Pam Smith 
 
The voting will take place in January and the new board will assume their responsibilities 
immediately. Thank you to all who have put their names forth to run in this race - keep your 
campaigns clean! Have a great Christmas, Hanukah and Kwanzaa to all of those celebrating and 
best wishes to you all for a Happy and Prosperous New Year in 2018! – Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What do you call Santa Clause after 
he has fallen into a fireplace? 

Krisp Kringle! 
 

Why did the elf push his bed into the 
fireplace? 

He wanted to sleep like a log! 

TRIVIA QUESTION – ANSWER ON PG 7! 

In 1988 she became the first female to 
successfully catch a bullet in a metal cup in her 

mouth. She has performed this trick several times 
in front of large crowds and on television. Her 

innovative routines have earned her the 
nickname "The Female Houdini". Who is she??? 



Ex Libris by Joaquin M. Ayala, Ph.D. 
 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for December 2017! December?! Where did the 
year go? It seems we say that every year but this year for some reason was fleeting. Having 
been on tour with Michael Vincent earlier this month really re-ignited a long-time passion with 
an effect that I have been studying my whole life, which led me to dedicate the article last 
month to John Ramsay and his sole student, Andrew Galloway. As promised, this article is part 
2, and the conclusion of that article. 

For all the knowledge that we have of the body of work that John Ramsay created and 
performed, we owe it all to Andrew Galloway who recorded it for posterity and put it into three 
books, several manuscripts and two DVDs for us to learn, enjoy and perform. There was still a 
lot more of the Ramsay work that has been lost to the mists of time because John remembered 
and taught what he performed regularly; it is the body of effects which he created for certain 
occasions which, while no less powerful, were not performed regularly and thus, forgotten. 

The first book of the trilogy is The Ramsay Legend, published in 1969. This includes 
legendary routines such as a devilishly clever Cut & Restored Rope, Black and White 
Handkerchiefs (a nice Copper/Silver transposition with both coins being marked), the Ramsay 
Ten Thimble Production (John Ramsay considered himself a master of thimble work) and the 
wonderful Three Coins In the Hat in which three coins travel between invisible “sky hooks”, 
your hands and a hat multiple times and just when the audience thinks you are using many 
coins, you are show only three and the hat is empty. There is also the excellent One Cup and 
Ball Routine for which Ramsay used an Indian-style cup (but you can use any type you like) 
which is an elegant Chop Cup routine that does not require a Chop Cup! It also has all the 
elements of a classic Chop Cup routine, including a final load. 

The second book is The Ramsay Classics which included exactly that: effects that are 
(especially now) considered classic John Ramsay magic. It was first published in 1977 and a 
revised edition was released in 1985. The Ramsay Cups and Balls which uses only two cups with 
a certain feature to their dimple design. The cups are not gimmicked – in fact, Ramsay himself 
used two cardboard ice cream containers which he painted silver, but the routine relies on this 
dimple feature for a very strong version of this effect. There is much more thimble material in 
this book which really shows off his prowess with thimbles.  

The Four Little Beans is a fun and simple diversion which relies more on routining and 
presentation than anything. Four little beans are pushed into various parts of your face and 
reproduced from your mouth – it is not gruesome and is rather entertaining! Triple Restoration 
was reportedly the personal favorite of Ramsay himself. It uses a big sheet of tissue paper torn 
into quarters and two upside-down wine glasses. Under one glass a ball of torn tissue is placed 
and on top of its base is a ball of untorn tissue. The opposite is true for the second glass. The 
balls all then transpose and at the end, the torn pieces are eventually restored. This book also 
includes the legendary Cylinder and Coins. 

The third and final book is called, appropriately, The Ramsay Finale, first published in 
1982. This book included more work on thimbles, Comedy Billiard Ball Routine, Five Fly Cards, 
Six Card Repeat, Ring Off Rope and some great work on the Miser’s Dream. Each of these (and 
the other items in the book) were put through a Ramsay filter and came out such that even if 



you knew how the standard versions were done, you would be thrown off the scent. This was 
very typical of John Ramsay. 

There is a lot of great magic in this trilogy and it should be studied carefully, but even 
more important are the things in between those effects. These ‘things’ are the ideas, principles 
and pragmatic performance theories. This includes the Ramsay-isms, which are sayings that 
Ramsay was known for, i.e. “If you want the audience to look at you, look at them. If you want 
them to look at an object, look at it yourself.” and “I have a hidden assistant that helps me 
with all of my miracles; her name is Miss Direction.”  

When you can find these books, since they are long out of print, they are very 
expensive. Luckily The Ramsay Legend is available as a comb-bound edition from Magic Inc. in 
Chicago and on www.lybrary.com. The Ramsay Classics is due to be reprinted soon, hopefully 
followed by The Ramsay Finale. The booklets that Andrew Galloway has authored, such as The 
Ramsay Cups and Balls, Triple Restoration, The Four Little Beans and The Tasseled Rope Trick 
are all relatively easy to find and not all that expensive to procure. The Ramsay Cylinder and 
Coins manuscript by Victor Farelli is the one that is most difficult to find and pricey when you 
do, but that manuscript was reprinted in the November 2008 Genii Magazine (the John Ramsay 
issue) in full, which is available directly from Genii for about $6/USD and includes a DVD of 
Ramsay himself performing the entirety of the Cylinder and Coins effect. 

Even if you only get a look at the magic of John Ramsay through the videos from Andrew 
Galloway, you will be all the better for it. John Ramsay really knew what he was doing, and he 
did it well, and we all owe Mr. Galloway a debt of gratitude for preserving those works and 
sharing them with us. Check the books and the DVDs out if you can; study them, practice them 
and I guarantee you will learn a lot more about magic and performance than you would have 
thought. 

That is all for this month folks – I hope everyone has a fun, safe, magical and happy 
holiday season. It has been a great year and I certainly hope next year follows suit! Happy 
ChristmaHannuKwanzika everybody – see you on the other side in 2018! – J. M. A. 
 

TRIVIA ANSWER 
Dorothy Dietrich (born in 1969). She is a regular performer at The Houdini Museum in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania and is considered a pioneer for females in the field of escapology. She is also well 

known for spearheading the replacement bust of Houdini at his gravesite and successfully 
petitioning the S.A.M. to help keep up the site. She is a recipient of the S.A.M. Presidential Citation 

for her work with Dick Brooks in promoting the art of magic. 

Yet Even More Adventures in Dictionary Land 
Synonym – A word used in place of the one you cannot spell 

Karma – When you use the last of the toilet paper without replacing it and you 
are the next person to use the bathroom. 

http://www.lybrary.com/


 

Last minute ponderings: Why is it that your nose runs, but your feet smell? Why 

do you park in a driveway and drive on a parkway? Why is it called a shipment 

when it goes by car and cargo when it goes by ship? Why do all your foods contain 

artificial lemon flavors, but household cleaners contain real lemons? 

 

Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 
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