
 
President’s Corner -  John Russell 
 

BOO!  
Yes, Halloween is just around the corner, but even scarier can be the daunting task of getting 
more bookings to do magic shows! 

During last month’s meeting, I spent a few minutes to talk about marketing. I received 
several positive reviews, so thought I would recap and expand some of what I mentioned. 
(BTW, this builds on my article in the September “Messenger” on having a show and being 
ready, so if you didn’t get a chance to look over that, it might be helpful to read that first) 

A few years ago, I gave a lecture on Magic and the Internet. I began by saying, “it all 
starts with a website”. While a website is important (I’ll talk about that in a moment), let me 
rephrase that for today’s social-media-infused society: “It all starts with Facebook”! With 
almost the entire adult population of the United States on Facebook, if you’re not there, you’re 
invisible, and this is one time in a magician’s career that that is not a good idea! 

An article in USA Today back in February 2017 said it like this, “but, whether you like 
social media or not, your customers expect to see your small business there. Just as having a 
website gives you credibility (you do have a website, don’t you?), social media adds to your 
presence and trustworthiness. It also enables engagement in a way that a website cannot, as 
users can communicate easily (sometimes too easily) with you.” (by Rhonda Abrams, 16 
February 2017) 

It’s easy to start a Facebook page, and easy to start a separate, business page. Do not 
try to blend them. Magician David Hira makes a point to never put anything negative, critical, or 
political on his page, as clients and potential clients can easily read it. Create a personal 
Facebook, even if you don’t use it. But that allows you to create a business page. Load it up with 
information, pictures, contact information… everything anyone might want to know about your 
magic business. 

And post to it. Regularly. I always post photos of “my office” (magic set up) when I’m at 
a show. I create “events” when I’m doing a public show, and invite my friends (that’s where you 
need to use your personal page as well, and invite them to “like” your business page. I can 
inexpensively advertise upcoming public events, and target very, very, very specifically who I 
want to view my ads. (for example, when the club hosted Michigan Magic Day last year, we did 
Facebook advertising for the public show targeting mothers of school age children, and 
specified which zip codes we wanted… we spent about $15 to reach several thousand people) 

Make sure you business page has an easy to remember name. Mine is 
www.Facebook.com/JohnRussellMagic (feel free to “like” that, btw… LOL). It matches my 
website address as well (www.JohnRussellMagic.com), and my e-mail is 
john@JohnRussellMagic.com.  

Now I can add that to all my marketing materials. I have magnetic signs on both sides of 
my car with my web address on them. I have a license plate frame with my web address. (Have 

Magic Messenger 

The Official Newsletter of the Ann Arbor Magic Club 

 

I.B.M. Ring 210                      October 2017                 S.A.M. Assembly 88 



you seen Joe Fusco’s car with his wrap? Amazing!) I have polo shirts with my web address. It’s 
on my business cards (along with my Facebook page)… it’s everywhere! 

You see, people aren’t going to find you by accident. And they aren’t going to try too 
hard to find you. Make it easy by being where people look: online, and Facebook. Don’t waste a 
dime on Yellow Page ads. Trust me on this one. 
 
Club News 
This month is “Homecoming” month, and we invite everyone who’s had even a peripheral 
contact with our club to join us at our meeting on Wednesday, 11 October at the Senate Coney 
Island on Plymouth Rd in Livonia. Meeting starts at 7pm, but if you want to eat, arrive as early 
as 6, so we can have eating out of the way by the time the meeting starts. 
We’re offering a free lecture by Gordon Russ, one of the busiest kid show magicians I know 
here in Southeastern Michigan. As a special treat, we’re inviting young kids (I’d say up to 4th or 
5th grade) to join us for the first half hour as Gordon performs his magic show for them! They 
will be dismissed after that, and Gordon will go through his show, explaining what he does and 
why he does it. In addition, he will spend a lot of time explaining his personal marketing 
methods, which has allowed him to be a “full-timer” for his entire adult life! 
You do not want to miss this meeting… it’s gonna be great! 

Our flea market last month was a smashing success! This was our 17th or 18th (Marvin?) 
time, and was the biggest turnout we’ve had in a long time! Many first time dealers, and once 
again Ken Magee pulled out all the stops to squeeze the most out of each item put up for 
auction. Special thanks to those who helped set up (and more): Scott Mitchell (who manned 
the door), Joaquin Ayala (who organized who was where), Jim Folkl (who coined the title, 
“World Famous Ann Arbor Magic Club Flea Market” a few years ago), Dan Jones (who brought a 
lot of tables for us to use), Bill Brang (who also brought some tables), and Jim Molnar (who 
always seems to be around to help with setup, no matter what we’re doing). Thanks a lot! It’s 
folks who put service to the club above self that makes these kinds of things work! And next 
year’s date is already set: Sunday, September 30th, 2018! (Better mark your calendars!) 

Well, that’s about all for now. I hope you have a busy “Magic Month” (October)… 
remember it’s two words: Show – Business. We like the “show” part, but if we don’t spend time 
on the “business” part, we’ll never get to do the “show” part! 
“Gigs are a result of laying a foundation of being prepared, being ready, networking, and 
marketing.” – John Russell 
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Adventures in Dictionaryland 
Cashew – The sound of a nut sneezing 

Tomorrow – The best time to do everything that you had planned to do today 
Poor – When you have too much month left at the end of your money 

Calories – Tiny creatures that live in your closet and sew your clothes a little tighter every night 



000000000 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Secretary’s Report – Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
Our meeting in September was not quite normal, but then again, many of our meetings are not quite 
normal! Instead of the Ann Arbor Magic Club this month, we became the Ann Arbor Magic Book Club for 
a night. Nobody performed any effects but everyone was involved in the very interesting book 
discussion. Everybody brought 3 books based on magic theory that influenced their education as 
magicians (except Dr. J. – that mangy, unscrupulous rule-breaker brought 6 books). A few others did not 
bring any books but they referenced the ones that influenced them. There was a large variety of books 
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that were discussed – too many to list here, but Henry Hay’s Amateur Magician’s Handbook, The Second 
Now You See It, Now You Don’t by Bill Tarr, Modern Coin Magic by J.B. Bobo and Strong Magic by 
Darwin Ortiz all proved to be popular titles as they were brought/mentioned by more than a few 
people. The discussion was also nostalgic for everyone because almost every book that was mentioned 
elicited comments about the memories people had of reading and learning from those titles as well. 
 
In September we had our WONDER-full World-Famous Ann Arbor Magic Club Flea Market (again, thank 
you to Jim Folkl for that!) There were a lot of fresh new faces and there were a lot of great deals all 
around and a lot of great items found new homes! We welcomed back some of our seasoned sellers like 
Bill Rugh and Manny Hall from Ohio, Melissa Portala was selling for Andrew Martin Portala as a 
newcomer, Bill Brang, Marvin Mathena, Don Oesterwind, Jim Ruth, Tim Miller, Jim Folkl, Gary Bartle, 
Tom Woltz, Ben Zottolo, Harriet Jacobson, Gary Segadi, Art Copland, Dan Jones, Wunderground Magic 
Shop and Mark O’Brien all had tables this year and we hope to see many of them back again next year! 
We also welcomed back many frequent fliers such as John Luka, Michael Mode, Karl Rabe, Ron Aldrich, 
Pattrick Przysiecki, Dave Wirth, and John Sterlini, among many others! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for October 2017! The kids are all back in 
school, the fall season is upon us in the northern hemisphere and that can only mean one thing: 
Halloween is right around the corner! This also happens to be the Magic Month for magicians 
and is also the time when “spooky” magic comes about. This month I thought I would do a 
double feature, two books which fit the seasonal theme, both by the same author: Spirit 
Theater and Strange Ceremonies by the late, great Eugene Burger. 

Spirit Theater was a seminal book in its own right – it was the first book on that subject 
in magic. It was originally supposed to be published by Magic Inc. in Chicago but it was held 
over for several years until it was taken over and published by Kaufman & Greenberg. This book 
was also the first book published by Richard Kaufman that was written by another author. It 
was first published as a 192-page hardcover book in 1986, written by Eugene Burger, illustrated 
and edited by Richard Kaufman. The first edition came with a neat extra item: an Eva-Tone 
Sound Sheet (remember those?!) which contained the script for two items in the book – The 
Dollhouse of Millie Riggs and The Fox Sisters. 

Spirit Theater only has six effects inside, however, its aim was to introduce spirit-type 
magic to magicians with a clear understanding of its background, origins and related fields and 
above all, what spirit magic really is. The book focuses on the various aspects of spirit magic, 
such as séances, creating a character for this type of magic, setting the mood for performances 
and how to make your spirit shows better by building them intelligently. It also discusses 
performing this type of magic in a close-up situation. The real gems in this book are the 
interviews with noted bizarrist, Tony Andruzzi (Masklyn ye Mage), an essay discussion with 
Eugene himself and a discussion about séance presentations with mentalist Max Maven. It 
includes an excellent annotated bibliography of resources on the subjects covered in this book 
as well as covering explorations into the allied fields of this genre. 

The second book in focus this month is Strange Ceremonies. This book is a 105-page 
hardcover published in 1991 by Kaufman & Greenberg, illustrated by Richard Kaufman and 
written by Eugene Burger and Richard Kaufman. This tome has a slightly different feel to it as it 
covers more about the history of bizarre magick and its place in our little corner of the world. 
There are some fantastic bizarre pieces, very theatrical in nature, which perfectly illustrate this 
point. The focus is really on the history or bizarre and strange ceremonies throughout history as 
they may be related to magic and magicians. Eugene talks about blood and fear, sawing women 
into pieces, the metaphysics of magic and other historic aspects of these odd ceremonies. Why 
did/do they exist? Where did this all come from? What is Bizarre Magick? The section of effects 
from Jay Inglee are all very good, but particularly intriguing and insightful are the profiles of the 
magicians who are all very much tied to this genre of the art, including Tony Andruzzi (Masklyn 
ye Mage), Hiawatha (a GREAT storytelling magician), Imam (Imam Hossain, from Bangladesh), 
Penn & Teller (believe it or not), Max Maven and Jeff McBride.  

TRIVIA QUESTION 
This magician was and is considered one of the greatest performers in magical history. He had great 

vocal projection and was famous for acts such as “The Jungle Mystery”, “The Vanishing Donkey”, 
“The India Rope Trick” and “The Dream of Princess Karmac”. His surname is among the most famous 

in the magic community. Who was he??? (No photo hints this month!) 
Answer at the end of the newsletter. 



 

 
If you are in the mood for some not-so-normal magic books to read and want to get in the 
mood for the season, these books will most certainly fill that need for you in a most satisfying 
way. If you want to learn some deeper and frankly very interesting history behind the odd-ball 
things that we magicians do today, Strange Ceremonies would be a better fit. Both are a great 
introduction to the Bizarre Magick genre if you have ever had an interest in it or find it 
fascinating. Happy Haunting folks and have a great fall and Halloween season! – J.M.A. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An inventor shows his friend his 
newest invention: The first knife 

ever. 
 

Friend says, “Wow! That is the 
best thing since bread!” 

 
The inventor says, “Well, then, I 
am about to blow your mind!” 

At any given moment, the urge 
to sing "The Lion Sleeps Tonight" 

is just a whim away... a whim 
away... a whim away. 

 

I thought I would get into 
the Halloween spirit by 
watching a movie about 

cemeteries, but honestly, it 
just did not have a good 

plot! 

More Adventures in Dictionaryland 
 

Artery – The study of paintings 
 

Science Fair – A time for parents to 
show how talented they are 

 
Secret – Something you tell 

everybody to tell nobody 
 

Computer giant, Apple, was on 
track to make history with their 
brand-new line of Smart Cars 
until they had a small glitch at 
the auto factory. Said one 
worker, “We have had trouble 
installing windows.” 

 

TRIVIA ANSWER 
Harry Blackstone, Sr.! 

Celebrations were 
held all over the 
country today to 

commemorate the 
150th anniversary of 

the birth of Alexander 
Graham Bell-

Powalski, who, of 
course, was the first 

telephone Pole. 
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Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 
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