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President’s Corner – John Russell 
 
Who do you know, and are you ready? 

I’ve been thinking a lot about these two things lately. I spent the entire week of Abbott’s 
“Get-Together” networking and spending time with other magicians. Like many in our business 
(and it is most definitely a business), I’m always looking to expand the number of shows I do 
and the locations in which I do them. And how do we do that? Obviously marketing has a huge 
part to play in that. Our phone is going to ring and our e-mail isn’t going to light up if people 
don’t know we’re in the business to begin with.  

But having and making contacts (aka “networking”) is vital. As the old adage goes, “it’s 
not what you know, but who you know” (ok, what you know is important too, of course). One 
guy I’ve known in the business for a couple years now, is highly connected in the magic 
business, even though he’s not a performer himself. I spoke to him a couple times during the 
Get Together week and finally told him, “I’m the best magician no one has ever seen perform!” 
He immediately gave me the names of several people to contact. 

Another business friend from another state gave me the name of a group that’s been 
instrumental in landing him several well-paying gigs, and helped me understand their process.  

I cozied up to one more magic friend while in Colon and told him, “Look. If you need a 
performer to fill in or slot in, keep me in mind. I don’t mind traveling.” 

So while others were going ga-ga over the latest magic trick and taking in every single 
performer (and I did my fair share of that as well), my primary purpose was networking. 
Expanding my contacts, nurturing existing contacts, and making sure I went up to every single 
person I felt necessary and got my face in front of theirs. At the end of the week, I felt, “Mission 
Accomplished.” 

The second part of my subject phrase is “are you ready?” This came to mind as I was 
reading a column in the September issue of Genii magazine, written by Hannibal. In it, he tells 
the story of landing his first performance at the Magic Castle, having never been there, and 
having received multiple rejection letters.  
When he finally visited for the first time, he happened to run into the “booker” for the Castle. 

 

  

What do you call a cow with a 
twitch? Beef jerky! I would do 

another meat joke but they are 
usually not very well done… 

Bob Goodwin 

Jim Placido 

Dan Jones & Bob Ferguson 

Jim Ruth 



He decided to introduce himself (see? Networking!), and mentioned that he had a collection of 
rejection letters. The booker wasn’t impressed, and Hannibal continued his visit. While standing 
with a group watching a close up magician, the booker came up behind him and asked what he 
thought of the performer. Hannibal answered positively. The booker said, “Excellent, you go on 
next.”  

Not even having a deck of cards on him (emergency magic kit, anyone?), he borrowed 
some cards and and proceeded to do a very good show. As he was leaving, the booker laid the 
foundation for follow up and later that year, Hannibal was booked to perform at the Castle. I’m 
going to let him close out this part of my column. 

“There’s an old saying that luck is preparation meeting opportunity, and from my 
experience on this particular road, I can tell you that this is exactly true. I focused on the 
important things, doing the work, building the act. I found myself in a place of opportunity, and 
I was ready. I learn this lesson again and again. My number one rule? As I mentioned before: 
have a kick-ass show (emphasis mine). Work, put in the hours, care about what you do, so that 
when the man says, “you’re next,” you can step up without hesitation.” 
 
Club News 
September is back to school, and so it is this month at our meeting on Sept 13th. So let’s think 
about books. What three books would you keep if you had to get rid of them all? They don’t 
have to be books of tricks, either. Bring them to talk about and let’s share some of the immense 
knowledge and experience of our fellowship. Of course, bring along some magic to show-and-
tell also! 

And don’t forget the “World Famous Ann Arbor Magic Club Flea Market” (thanks for 
coining that, Jim Folkl!) coming up Sunday, September 24th at our usual location: The Belleville 
Eagle’s Club. If you’re a dealer (tables are just $10 for members; $20 for non-members), set up 
begins at 10:30. Doors open for business (with a $5 admission charge) at noon. Auction will 
start about 2:15/2:30. This is so much fun, and people really travel quite a ways to join in 
(another example of networking and camaraderie within the magic fraternity). 
 
May you stay as busy as you wish, and may you all just be magical! 
 
John Russell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary’s Report - Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 
Our August meeting started with the usual stuff and a fond remembrance of Eugene Burger, 
who died the night before, by a few club members. We decided to have a magic jam session - 
we even had 100% participation as everybody did at least one effect!  

Bill Brang started us off by producing 3 large clear cubes filled with sponges from an 
empty box. Jim Placido wowed us with his masterful handling of the Hummer Card using a 
credit card. Ken Magee showed everyone the pathway to animal magnetism by demonstrating 
how to make a spoon stick to your hand. Jim Ruth performed the old Will De Sieve ‘Clippo’ 
effect with a fish-shaped paper and a great story line. Linda Triemer performed a lovely Max 
Maven effect using several black and white balls which are mixed in a bag and removed to 
either one of two bowls or another bag. In the end, Linda predicted how many of each color 
were left!  

Rich “King of Spades” Triemer used a clear tube and a length of rope to magically tie 
knots into the rope! Michael Doyle performed a favorite from Cameron Francis called Deceit 
Treat and President John Russell tried a lovely piece from Woody Aragon where everyone tears 
four playing cards in half, shuffles, mixes and eventually discards six of the pieces, ending up 
with two matching halves! Dr. Joaquin Ayala performed and explained his take on the Royal 
Marriage by Card-Shark (a version of B’Wave by Phil Goldstein) and later detailed a stand-up 
handling for Triumph from Michael Vincent.  

Don Oesterwind who performed a great version of the Rainbow Deck where three pairs 
of selections were made from a deck with 52 different backs; the selections were the only 
matching pairs in a deck of blank faced cards! Don later performed the old Computer Card Trick 
and a quick little ESP card bit. Karl Rabe performed the Magic Martini where a spectator 
divines the color of candies that appear in the cocktail shaker. Karl also performed a funny 
newspaper gag of a card selection. Andrew Martin performed a rousing rendition of the Francis 
Carlyle Homing Card from the Stars of Magic book and Bob Goodwin performed a great effect 
from way back in the 1970s called ‘Randomental’ by Richard Stride, ending with two 

 

TRIVIA QUESTION 
In the early 1960s at age 14, I performed my 
first paid show for $5. In 1965, I became the 
editor of the Hade-E-Gram section for youth 

magicians. I originally planned to go to 
medical school but dropped out after doing a 
show for Inuit people 1971 and being inspired 

to do magic full time. I was a student of Dai 
Vernon and Tony Slydini, and I went on to star 
on Broadway and various television specials. 

Who am I??? Answer at the end of the 
newsletter. 



predictions, one being his food bill total! Dan Jones vanished a coin which later reappeared in a 
small wood box called the Miracle Coin Box and Vice President Mark O'Brien did his best 
impression of “Alexander – the Man Who Knows” with his card prediction! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Why did the cowboy buy 
a Dachshund? 

 
Because someone told 
him to get a long little 

doggy… 

 

What do you call 
someone with no body 

and no nose? 
 

Nobody knows! 

Further Adventures in 

Dictionaryland 
 

Vegetarian – A really bad 

hunter. 

 



 
 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for September 2017! Was it just me or did the 
summer speed right by us? The school year is now upon us and that means a return to learning, 
which is something we should never stop doing anyhow. One set of books that will never cease 
to be a fountain of knowledge are The Magic of Ascanio Volumes 1-4 by Arturo de Ascanio y 
Navaz and Jesús Etcheverry. This is a collection of four separate hardcover books published in 
Spain by Páginas and contains a whopping 1,148 pages! 
 
Maestro Ascanio was a good friend and mentor of mine; he was a lawyer from Madrid and an 
amateur magician who became well-renowned for his theoretical thinking and creating various 
principles, sleights and effects over the years, many of which are considered classics and used 
as a measurement of standard today. 
 
Volume One is subtitled “The Structural Conception of Magic” and it focuses on exactly that. It 
talks about how to construct a show/act, how to study magic, how to create good 
presentations, ways to get creative as well as a few interviews by Juan Tamariz and a 
biographical interview of the character of Ascanio. The meat of this book however is the section 
on his original Articles of Theory which cover concepts such as the Conception of the Magical 
Atmosphere (what kind of atmosphere do you create for your audiences?), Analysis of a Trick, 
Misdirection, Fundamentals of Timing, Knowing Yourself and the Psychology of Palming. This 
book is not going to teach you magic secrets, but it will teach you how to be a better performer, 
creator and thinker. 
 
Volume Two is subtitled “Studies of Card Magic” and this book starts off with an in-depth 
exploration of all aspects related to the Ascanio Spread, which is a well-known way to hide a 
card among four openly displayed cards. It contains early versions of now-classic Ascanio 
effects as well as some of his personally favorite pieces, including some of those featured in his 
1970 FISM act. Two of my favorite pieces here are Aunt Enriqueta’s Aces and A Baroque 
Transposition. This book also shows some of the theoretical concepts from Volume One in 
action, with the addition of one of his more famous concepts called an In-Transit Action. This is 
a solid concept that is very deceptive when used and it should be used liberally! 
 
Volume Three is subtitled “More Studies of Card Magic” and this book delves even further into 
the FISM act that Ascanio presented in Amsterdam in 1970. The pieces herein are considered 
among his masterpieces and include such effects as the Ascanio All-Backs Routine, Ten Cards Up 
the Sleeve, The Aces of My Exam, Stranger Ambitious Card and the Nudist Deck. The closing 
piece of this book is a piece that Ascanio was most proud of and it is called Black Days and as he 
himself described it, it truly is a masterpiece of magical thinking. 
 
Volume Four is subtitled “Knives and Color Blindness” and perhaps not surprisingly, the focus is 
one of the things Ascanio was very famous for: his work on the Color-Changing Knives. The 



depth, detail and precision with which the Paddle Move and the color change are studied 
herein is astounding; this volume not only covers the thinking behind the moves, but it teaches 
the basics as well as the complete Ascanio routine with the knives. Even if you do not use the 
Color-Changing Knives yourself, the ideas and principles can be applied to other effects which 
use the Paddle Move. 
 
That is all for this month folks! Be sure to check these books out, especially the first two 
volumes – they will really give you something to think about over and over and will always be a 
source of inspiration. Oh, and remember: keep the magic alive! – J. M. A. 
 
 

 

 

Requiescat In Pacem 

 
“Eugene was probably the most-loved man in magic…ever.” – Jeff McBride 

 

“If Dai Vernon gave magic its brain, Eugene Burger gave magic its heart.” – 

Dr. J. quoting Unknown 

TRIVIA ANSWER 
Doug Henning, born in the suburbs of Winnipeg, Manitoba in May 1947, Doug became 
famous for his child-like wonderment and his charm. Doug once argued that Theater + 

Magic = Art. This became known as the Henning Formula and was a major stepping stone to 
having magic recognized as a form of fine art. His badly reviewed rock concert-esque show 
called “Spellbound” still broke all the theatrical records for the Royal Alexandria Theater in 
Toronto. That led to the production of his Broadway show called, appropriately, “The Magic 

Show” and that was the gateway to many future television appearances, specials and 
theatrical engagements. Doug died on February 7th, 2000.  

 



Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 
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