
 

President’s Corner – John Russell 
Greetings everyone! 
 
By the time you read this, I will be in “The Magic Capital of the World” (Colon, Michigan) for 
Abbott’s 80th Magic Get-Together! Even though I’ve lived in Michigan for almost all my life, and 
been to Colon several times, and even been there the last few years during “magic week” to 
visit the dealer room and those renegades on Dallas Street, this is the first time I’ve actually 
attended the entire convention, and participated in pretty much everything! 
 
My interest in magic started back in 2nd grade when I, like most of us, got a magic set for 
Christmas. I grew up in Southgate, Michigan, but had no contact with the magic world until I 
was about 17 years old! (Well, I saw a young magician perform at a school function and spoke 
with him afterwards, and bought an Invisible Deck from the Houdini Magical Hall of Fame in 
Niagara Falls, and watched “The Magic Land of Alakazam” faithfully)  
 
Magic shops in the Detroit area seemed a far away dream. I had catalogs from Tannen’s, 
Abbott’s, Johnson-Smith, and my favorite, the Top Hat Magic Company in Evanston Illinois. I 
rode my bike to the libraries in Southgate and Riverview and checked out books regularly to 
learn as much as I could about magic. My first encounter with the Get-Together in Colon was 
either in August of 1971 or 1972. My girlfriend Ronda (now my wife… still my wife!) and I drove 
out for the day, visited the shop, bought their last Super-X Levitation (which gave me a bit of 
notoriety as the “one who bought their last Super-X Levitation) and took in the evening show 
(which, while I don’t recall the performers, I do recall not being very impressed). 
 
So why am I going now? Well, it kind of dates back to our staging of Michigan Magic Day 2016. 
As I watched everyone gather on that Friday night, and throughout the day on Saturday, I 
realized I was watching something of a family reunion! (hence the term, “get-together”, I 
imagine). And I realized that although I have been to Magic Live! in Las Vegas the last two years, 
and I knew people there from tv, magazines, and Facebook, I didn’t really know the magicians 
in the Michigan magic community who lived in my backyard! 
 
That all changes this year. I’m looking forward to the networking, the camaraderie, and the 
magic. Perhaps I’ll see some you there? 
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What a great lecture by Keri Kazz we had last month! Chock full of solid, practical information 
on working restaurants! And as someone who recently entered that market, everything he 
shared was spot on! Hope you learned something, and will put into practice what you learned. 
 
Speaking of conventions, Mark O’Brien attended the joint IBM-SAM Convention in Louisville last 
month. He immersed himself in magic, and I can’t wait to hear his first hand account of what 
transpired! BTW, the IBM international convention is in Grand Rapids next year! Just sayin’… 
 
Once again, the Ann Arbor Magic Club was represented at the Michigan Museum of Magic in 
Marshall! Board members Joaquin Ayala and Scott Mitchell performed on the 5th Saturday (July 
29th). Thank you Scott and Joaquin! Our next opportunity is Saturday, September 30th. Bill Brang 
is filling one spot… who will join him? 
 
Our “World Famous Magic Flea Market” takes place on Sunday, September 24th from Noon-
3pm. I’m taking over a hundred promo cards to distribute at the Get-Together. This is always a 
great fun event. I was out at the Eagles Club last week and confirmed everything (we can get in 
at 10:30 for set up). Do you have a table? Member tables are $10 and non-member tables are 
$20. Admission is $5.  
 
This month’s meeting is a little “Magic Jam”. Let’s just do some magic! Bring some stuff and 
let’s jam! Even if you haven’t shared before, or it’s been awhile, bring something! Would love to 
see 100% participation! I’m going to talk a little bit about marketing and promotion as well, so it 
should be another great meeting! 
 
Stay Magical everyone! 
 
John Russell 
 

Photos from the Keri Kazz Lecture 

 
 

L to R: Members Bob G., Jim M., Jim R., Gene Vogel, Bill B., 

Rob K. and Marvin M. having a bite to eat before the lecture 

Keri Kazz and John Russell 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

A great crowd! Ready for the lecture! 

Keri Kazz 

Franz Harary 

I relish the fact that you have mustard the strength 
to ketchup to me! 

Every year, hundreds of 

kids are shipped off to 

mime school, never to be 

heard from again… 

Adventures in 

Dictionaryland 
 

ACCOUNT:  A Countess's husband. 
 

ANTIQUE:  An item your 
grandparents bought, your parents 

got rid of, and you are buying 
again. 

 
 



Secretary’s Report by Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 
Our July meeting opened with a moment of silence to honor our dear friend George Mathis 
who passed away in June.  
 
Magician Keri Kazz (an illusionist, a performer on the Danger Circuit and an associate of mega-
illusionist Franz Harary) chose our club to debut his brand-new lecture on Restaurant Magic. 
The lecture contained everything from how to get yourself booked, how much to charge, etc. 
This lecture has something for everyone and all clubs with performing magicians would likely 
enjoy having Kerry for one of their lectures! 
 
Franz Harary was with us and after the lecture he did a magic jam (or a challenge, if you will) 
where everyone who could did a 5-10 second magic effect. Franz is quite known for doing this 
challenge to illustrate the point that even though magic should be thought-provoking and 
emotionally important, sometimes you have no time and you need 'elevator pitch' magic - 
something quick and strong to make an impression. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Original Bark-a-Lounger! 

 

More Adventures in Dictionaryland 
 

CANNIBAL:  Someone who is fed up with people. 

 
CAR SICKNESS:  The feeling you get when the car payment is due. 



 
 

Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 

 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for August 2017! By now we are already through 
a good chunk of summer and the school season will be starting soon. Kids will be getting back 
into the flow of lessons and remembering (or not) the things they had forgotten from years 
past. One of the effects that I perform often in my shows is exactly that - A lesson in and of 
itself and it comes from the books (yes, plural!) that we will focus on this month: The Books of 
Wonder by Tommy Wonder and Stephen Minch. 
 
The Books of Wonder were published 1996 as a two-volume hardbound set with a combined 
676 pages and were written by Tommy Wonder and Stephen Minch (to my faithful readers that 
name should be familiar to you by now) and published by Hermetic Books (owned by Mr. 
Minch). The books are illustrated with drawings by Kelly Lyles. Tommy Wonder was the stage 
name of Josef Jacobus Maria Bemelman (a.k.a. Jos Bema), who was born in Holland, 1953 and 
died in 2006. Tommy is held in very high regard by the magical community for his original 
thinking, his performance theory and philosophy and for his hard-hitting original magic.  
 
The Books of Wonder are just chock full of fantastic material, and I do not just mean effects. In 
all practical sense, in fact, the best parts of the book are not the effects but rather the essays in 
between them. Tommy leaves no stone unturned in these books as he covers everything from 
changing the definition and thinking on “misdirection” to the best ways to practice any sort of 
magic, dealing with nerves, introductions in restaurants and walkaround situations and gaining 
confidence. There are essays about acting and how one should act, performing failure effects 
(i.e. magician in trouble-type) properly, creating emotion, setting the audience up and even the 
very limitations of theory, among many other essays. That is all just Volume 1!  
 
Volume 2 is just as densely packed with ideas, thoughts and essays on whether you should sit 
or stand during performances, the essence of close-up, the various things that may go wrong in 
any type of magic and how to go about fixing them or finding solutions to problems, the 
[perceived] difference between amateur and professional magicians, how to dress, act (read: 

 

TRIVIA QUESTION 
This magician/creator of many modern card magic effects 

and sleights was born in Vienna, Austria on the 19th of 
June 1806. He worked for the Austrian-Hungarian 

Monarchy in the financial department. He performed all 
over Europe and held multiple shows weekly in his home 
for elite groups with a high price of admission. Among his 

more famous effects include Everywhere and Nowhere 
and To Think and Forget (a.k.a. Remember and Forget). 

WHO IS HE??? Answer at the end of the newsletter! 



behave), what to say and how to say it and why, an essay on applause and audience sensitivity 
and more. The one that really stands out is his discussion on the Too Perfect Theory* which 
should be researched by every performing magician, whether they subscribe to the theory or 
not. 
 
Simply reading these books for the theory, ideas and thoughts alone will make you a better 
performer if you take the time to apply what you learn to your own work. As with anything, 
certain things may not work well for you, but Tommy presented his points in a broad enough 
manner that anyone would be hard-pressed to say they would not work for themselves. That 
aside, these books also contain a treasure trove of punishing magic effects (as far as the minds 
of the audience are concerned) when they are given the study and practice that they deserve. 
A few examples among the many are the effects he became very well known for: The Watch in 
Nest of Boxes (three methods are given), Ambitious Card with Card to Box, The Two-Cup 
Routine and his most famous effect, The Ring, The Watch and the Wallet. He describes his way 
of making a Zombie gimmick, which makes the effect better because it makes all motion much 
more economical. He describes every little detail of each effect to the nth degree, some of 
which is rather complicated but very doable. An example of simplistic complication: His special 
table needed for Method 3 of the Watch in Nest of Boxes. The method and working of the 
effect itself is very simple indeed, and ingenious for that matter; it is complicated in the fact 
that there are many moving parts (but not really) that one must manufacture or have made for 
you out of metal and then put together in a specific way. Make sense?  
 
Two of my personal favorites are The Tamed Card which is his version of the Frank Garcia Wild 
Card, which REALLY fools magicians that know how that effect works as they see too many 
backs of playing cards in play. Tommy went even further (almost obsessively further) with this 
one in that if you perform this at a table and have a spectator that follows you around, they will 
see no repeat card values for four whole performances of the effect, and, if you perform the 
handling to the letter, it is self-resetting for each performance! The other favorite is his 
Elizabeth III (which evolved into Elizabeth IV on the Visions of Wonder videos by L&L 
Publishing). An audience member is given a chance to guess one of two unknown face-down 
cards in a clear envelope on the table and they are offered a cash prize if they fail to guess 
either of them. They always succeed and when the stars align, they might even guess both 
cards! 
 
Well, that is all for this month folks! Be sure to check these books out – they can be a little hard 
to find as they have been long out of print and go for hundreds of dollars in the used and 
collector markets. However, there are copies that pop up for sale often enough that are very 
close to the original price. If you have never read these books you owe it to yourself to seek 
them out, and if you have read them (and still have them!) you owe it to yourself to crack them 
open again and rediscover the wonders within (pun intended, thank you)! – JMA 
 
*Check out the free e-book called Magic in Mind by Joshua Jay which is available from 
Vanishing Inc. Magic at www.vanishingincmagic.com 

http://www.vanishingincmagic.com/


A special note from Dr. J. 
As someone that started learning from magic books, as a collector/avid reader of 

antiquated books and as the librarian of our wonderful club, it is no secret that I love a 
great book. Rarely do I recommend videos/DVDs over books but every now and again, 
great material becomes available in that one format. Sometimes, that material is just 
too good and much too valuable and significant to be ignored. Back in 1987 in Chicago, 
L&L Publishing filmed a series of videos with none other than Ed Marlo, five volumes 
and over four hours of material, which has been locked away all these years…until 
now!!!  

L&L Publishing recently released this historic footage to the masses, but 
unfortunately these videos are only available in digital video format from their 
electronic store, www.llepub.com. This is one instance where I cannot recommend 
these videos enough and if I am honest, I would prefer a physical DVD, but when 
material of this caliber and significance is released in limited medium, I will take it in any 
format. There is no word whether L&L will eventually offer this footage on actual DVDs. 
This is a chance to see Ed Marlo himself performing many of his own moves, sleights and 
effects, including some of his non-card material! If you are passionate about card magic 
or anything Ed Marlo, these are a must-have for your digital library.  

 
Where get it: www.llepub.com OR copy and paste this URL: https://goo.gl/Xrw9kz 

What to look for: Edward Marlo – The Secret Sessions Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 
Cost: $29.95/USD each OR $129.95/USD for all five 
*NOTE: LLepub videos are sold as downloads, NOT streaming, which means you 
can save them on your computer, a flash drive or even copy (burn) them onto a 
DVD. 
 

TRIVIA ANSWER: Johann Nepomuk Fidelis Hofzinser 

He was known for using small props and refined sleight of hand skills. Just a few of 
the many things he is credited with creating: The Slip Force, the Fan Force (the 

Hofzinser Spread Force), the Magnetic Cards, the Transparent Card, the Sewn Deck 
(Electric Deck), the Double Backed card, the Pinky Count and the Depth Illusion (the 

Tilt Move made popular by Vernon and Marlo) and the concept of Estimation (a 
concept greatly explored by Marlo). Hofzinser was the surname of his wife, 

Wilhemine, who supposedly destroyed his manuscripts upon his death (per his 
wishes) on the 11th of March 1875. It is thought that the only reason much of his 

material survived is due to several of his students preserving their copies of his work. 
Around 270 of his letters and manuscripts still exist in private collections today and 

despite that, there is no doubt that a great deal of his secrets still died with him. 

http://www.llepub.com/
https://goo.gl/Xrw9kz


Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 
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