
President’s Corner – John Russell 
 
Well, if you missed last month’s meeting, you missed on heckuva meeting! It was like drinking 
from a firehouse! Joaquin Ayala dazzled with coin magic; Bob Goodwin mystified with 
mathematical marvels; Scott Mitchell amazed with card forces and manipulations; and Mark 
O’Brien made card deck memorization seem within grasp! There just wasn’t enough time 
(limited to 20 minutes) to spend with these wizards of their own domains. And we had time to 
see demos of new magic from the likes of Andrew Martin and Karl Rabe (another amazing 
adaptation of a stock prop!) How do you top all that? Perhaps you just do it again. And we will! 

I would guess that most of us in the club are looking to perform more magic. And by 
“perform”, I mean paying gigs. And to have a regular, recurring job doing what we love and 
getting paid for it, is like a dream come true. One way to do that is to land a restaurant gig. How 
in the heck do you do that? Well that is exactly the theme of our free lecture coming up this 
month on Wednesday, July 12th at the Senate Coney Island in Livonia. 

Keri Kazz is an amazing performer from right here in southeastern Michigan. Well, sort 
of. He may be based here, but he performs across the country (Danger Circus on the college 
circuit) and around the world (he’ll be at Franz Harary’s House of Magic this fall). He’s attended 
a number of our meetings, and has chosen us, the Ann Arbor Magic Club, to introduce his new 
lecture, “Kazz to Table”. We will join Keri on the marketing adventure to help turn your art into 
a business. Learn all of the secret tips and tricks to not only working a restaurant, but bringing 
people in and turning them into regular clients! This is going to be another great night! And 
certainly one you don’t want to miss! (Keri will have lecture notes and some other items 
available for sale after the lecture.) 

It was my sad honor and privilege to conduct the Broken Wand ceremony and funeral 
service for one of our beloved lifetime members, George Mathis, on Friday, June 23rd. Here is 
some of what I shared: 

To the magician, the magic wand is his symbol. In reality, it is nothing more than a simple stick, 
usually painted black with white tipped ends. In this case, George, the woodworker, made this one 
himself. It is nothing more than a theatrical prop. And yet while it has no “magic powers,” used during 
performance it comes to life to intrigue the eye, mystify the mind, and move people to awe and wonder. 
Our magic illusion craft deepens with the use of this symbol.   

We do something today that has a long history in the magic community. We acknowledge that 
without a magician to wield it, the wand ceases to have its strength and power. Magicians have lost a 
brother with the passing of George, and today we break this wand as yet another symbol, a symbol of 
passing. George has done a feat that none of us who are alive have ever done. He has moved over into 
another realm, a dimension of existence that only those who have moved from life into death can 
experience. He has passed over into mysteries that only he can know. George, we will miss you.  

Thank you, George for your friendship and the joy you brought to so many with your 
performances and enthusiasm for magic. On behalf of The Ann Arbor Magic Club, we honor you this day. 
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(George’s wand was broken. The pieces were handed to his wife Barb, who placed them in George’s 
casket). 

May God bring His peace to George’s family and friends. And may his passing remind us all that 
life is anything but an illusion, but is simply a warm-up act for the life that is to come. 

 
John Russell 
President, AAMC 

Requiescat in Pacem 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

George W. Mathis 
1935-2017 

Mathis, George W. Age 82, of Grosse Ile, Michigan, beloved husband of Barbara for 61 

years, passed away on June 19th, 2017. George was a long-time member of the 

International Brotherhood of Magicians and the Society of American Magicians. He 

always enjoyed seeing good magic and attended many magic lectures over the years. He 

loved to laugh, always had a smile on his face and was great with children. He was 

involved in clowning and collecting all types of magic. He was a master woodworker and 

made not only furniture pieces but also, various magic props for himself and his friends 

over many years. He was the loving father of Jeannie Mathis, George (Michele) Mathis 

and Wendy (Thomas) Drouillard, the proud grandfather of Nate, Miranda (Joe), George, 

Cory and Cody (Chelsey), the great grandfather of Lucas and Ryleigh and the dear brother 

of Millie Bardell and Helen (Wayne) Berke. George is survived also by many nieces and 

nephews. A Broken Wand Ceremony was held for George, his family and friends on Friday 

June 23rd, 2017 and was performed by members of the Ann Arbor Magic Club where 

George was a Lifetime Member. He was also a member of Ring 22 in Clawson, Michigan. 

 



Secretary’s Report – Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 
Our June meeting was a whirlwind of teaching and learning and magic all at once! Four of our 

members taught on a specific subject as the rest of the members and guests made their way 

from table to table for 20-25 minute sessions of learning. Members were able to pick and 

choose which tables they visited. Club Treasurer, Scott Mitchell, taught a few basic forces that 

anyone can use in an impromptu session and demonstrated a few effects in which to use them. 

He provided links to his site where video notes could be viewed for free.  

Member Bob Goodwin displayed his prowess with number magic and mentalism, teaching and 

demonstrating a wide array of strong effects that can be performed using numbers. He gave 

various examples of matrices that cleverly disguise the hidden mathemagical methods and even 

included the great Magic Square! 

Vice President Mark O'Brien taught a bit about memorized deck magic (specifically the Aronson 

stack) and discussing the methods used for memorizing a stack. He gave away a free Phoenix 

deck to each participant! Mark also discussed a bit of the benefits to using a memorized stack 

and why they are worth the taking the time to learn. 

Club Secretary Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz was the "King of Koins" as he demonstrated a 

few easy sleights that could be used individually, or strung together with a few demonstrated 

effects to create a solid performance set, lasting anywhere from one minute to even 10 

minutes! He provided various sizes and types of coins for participants to use during the course 

but was too cheap to give away his silver coins. 

After the Round Robin learning time was over, three members were prepared with magic to 

share. Karl Rabe demonstrated his unique twist on the old Strat-O-Sphere, an update of sorts to 

his previous entry in his ‘Inventor’s Notebook’, using tennis balls and a bicycle pump to "make 

the magic happen" - a very funny presentation! Member Andrew Martin Portala talked about a 

magic app called Magic Wipe by Simon Pierro, and then performed a classic of magic, the 

Phantom Tube from which a long string of international silk flags was produced. Finally, 

President John Russell closed with an effect using one of the ever-ubiquitous fidget spinners. A 

card was selected and seen to be normal, until it was held near the spinning fidget 

spinner...then the face was seen to be a swirly mess! 

 

 
Have you ever tried to 
eat a clock? It is very 

time consuming! 

Yesterday I swallowed a 
little food coloring. The 

doctor says I am OK but I 
feel like I have dyed a 

little inside. 

Snaccident; 

(noun) 
Eating an 

entire pizza 
by yourself, 

purely by 
mistake. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=jpg+cartoon+clock&id=904D566BA379C88635A6B261F6EAB7054F392B11&FORM=IQFRBA


 

 

 
 

 

  

Mark “Summer Is Here!” O’Brien Ken Magee 

Dr. Joaquín M. Ayala Karl Rabe, Andrew Martin and 
Ken Magee 

Jim 
Molnar 

Jim 
Ruth 

Michael 
Doyle 

Bill Brang and Marvin Mathena 

The only 
time 

‘incorrectly’ 
is not 

spelled 
incorrectly is 

when it is 
spelled 

incorrectly. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Energizer Bunny Re-Charged in Trial with

  

Prestidigitation of 
the mind, the 

pasteboards and 
some dirty 

money! The 
students were 
captivated - or 
were they just 

being held against 
their will??? 

 

Bob Goodwin teaching mentalism 
and number magic. 

Mark O’Brien teaching the ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ of Memorized Decks. 

Below, Scott Mitchell teaching basic 
sleights and effects with cards. Bob Reed and John Russell 

Dr. J. teaching basic sleights, effects 
and routines with coins. 

Recently heard in a 
nursing home: “I heard a 
joke about amnesia the 
other day but I cannot 

remember how it 
goes…” 

I do not suffer from insanity; 

I enjoy every minute of it! 



Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for July 2017! As of this writing we have had 
quite the interesting summer so far as the weather is concerned. In this area, it tends to be hot 
and muggy this time of year but we have had some unseasonably cool weather with plenty of 
variations in the “typical” weather pattern. As with variations in your magic effects, that can 
often be a good thing. The book we are focusing on this month is ‘Ultra Cervon’ by Bruce 
Cervon. It was written by Bruce Cervon and Stephen Minch, published in 1990 by L&L 
Publishing as a 177-page, photo illustrated hardcover book. 
 
Bruce Cervon was a long-time student and friend of Dai Vernon and spent many hours at the 
Hollywood Magic Castle performing, sessioning with Vernon, Larry Jennings, Charlie Miller and 
many others. Over the years he took many detailed notes on things he learned from Vernon 
and these later became known as the now-highly-sought-after Castle Notebooks. 
 
One of his best-received books was Ultra Cervon. Its focus is card magic but there are a couple 
of other items such as a very good handling for Ring Flight (which Michigan Magic Hall-of-
Famer Ron Aldrich employs in his professional work), a burnt and restored handkerchief with a 
coins and glass appearing within and a couple of rope effects/ideas. These are all novel ideas 
that use classic pieces of magic with the Cervon Touch. Bruce also teaching his ideas behind 
common card sleights such as the Elmsley Count, Olram Subtlety, the Jordan Count, etc. 
 
You will find quite a few classic plots with some rather unique changes in this book; for 
example: Cervon was not the first to use a banknote for Card Warp instead of two cards, but it 
is different. He also teaches a variation on that as well as a version with a jumbo card. Another 
classic piece for which he does not stray too far from the original but does change up a few key 
areas to clean them up is the Conus Aces, the classic four-Ace transformation from under the 
spectator’s hand. One of my favorite packet effects is the Larry Jennings Ambitious Classic, 
which is very much like the Ambitious Card but done with just five cards. The Cervon handling 
of that effect, called A Matter of Psychology, is quite original and is done with just four cards 
and the presentation is a stunner! 
 
Other items such as The Joker Trick see a four-of-a-kind change into Jokers, then into Aces; 
Repeat Aces to Pocket uses not only your pockets, put that of an audience member as well for 
one phase, and a wallet or envelope for the last phase. The Fabulous Cards to Pocket is a very 
strong, clean version using only three cards and no duplicates. There is a good chunk of the 
book on Table Pass/Half Pass work, dedicated to The Cervon Free-Turn Pass which is based on 
earlier work by Jim Patton and Ed Marlo. There are some excellent applications for that pass 
detailed after its description. 
 
Well that is all for this month folks and if you want some great classic magic in your repertoire 
with a different look to it, you owe it to yourself to pick up a copy of this book - there are plenty 
of things to make you think! Until next time, be safe, have fun and have a great summer! – JMA 
 



 

 
 

 
 
  

TRIVIA QUESTION – THIS IS A TOUGH ONE! 
To magicians the year 1896 is, at least somewhat, significant. "Something" 

began that year upon the death of a prominent magician. Following this, the 
years 1908, 1936, 1955, 1959 and 1994 hold significance as the years in which 

each successor of this "something" received the honor. What is the 

"something" being referred to? HINT: The answer has three words, not 
counting the word 'of'. 

THE ANSWER WILL BE GIVEN AT THE JULY MEETING! EMAIL OR TELL ME THE 
ANSWER IF YOU KNOW! 

Knight of the Round Table 

 
Sir Cumference 
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Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 
Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 
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