
President’s Corner – John Russell 
I think spring may be my favorite time of the year. The weather is warming, dormancy is ending, 

and new life is blossoming. Why, it’s downright magical! 

As we stare into summer, what does your magic calendar look like? Will you be as busy as you 

want to be? The time to plan for June, July, and August is now, not in June, July, and August! 

Do you plan to catch some magic shows? Which ones? Who is coming to town? Are you willing 

or interested in traveling to catch some good magic? (In March, my wife and I took an overnight 

trip to Pennsylvania to catch Fred & Bobbie Becker; in April, I went to Toledo to catch one of 

our members, Eli Portala, and in May I’m heading to Grand Rapids for Michigan Magic Day). 

Do you plan to attend any magic conventions or get-togethers? Which ones? When are they? 

Make plans now. (Abbott’s Flea Market in May; KidAbra in August; IBM/SAM Joint Conference 

in July; Abbott’s Get-Together in August… many more of course… which catch your attention?) 

Do you plan to perform some magic yourself this summer? Time is running out to contact 

planners (you can catch some last-minute gigs, but don’t make that your business plan). I’ve set 

up 3 magic camps through local parks & recreation departments; booked a number of 

campgrounds; reconnected with senior living centers, and am working aggressively to keep 

contacting places to perform. 

And don’t forget to look towards fall. Will you change up your act? Add some new effects? 

Delete some old effects? What will you do to take your magic to the next level? If you’re not 

moving forward, you’re slipping backwards. If you’re not improving, you’re getting worse. If you 

are not continually seeking to get better at what you do, you’re in danger of sliding into 

complacency. And if you fail to plan, might as well plan to fail… 

Club News 

I am absolutely committed to helping our members become the best they can be, and for our 

club to become the best around. That’s why I’ve been working on a series of meeting and 

discussion topics that will help us do just that. 

We will continue to offer anyone who attends a meeting the opportunity to demonstrate what 

they are working on, what new item(s) they have obtained, or what is their “trick dujour”. It’s 

like show-and-tell in grade school. What can you bring to any meeting to share with the group? 

But we are also going to try some very practical instructional and training times. Whether it be 

group discussions, small group discussions, teaching opportunities, or small “round robin” type 
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hands-on instruction, I think you’ll find our future club meetings ones to make sure you don’t 

miss.  

Don’t forget we have an opportunity to perform at the American Museum of Magic on 5th 

Saturdays (July 29th and September 30th) at noon. The show is free to paid admissions, so it’s no 

telling how many people will be in the audience, but here is another opportunity, not only for 

our members to perform, but also to showcase our club, and demonstrate our commitment to 

the art of magic for the Michigan fraternity. If you’re interested, let me know. I’m thinking a 

maximum of 2 performers each Saturday. (No compensation to either the club or the 

performers). 

Well, that’s it for me for now. Hope to catch you 

at the Senate Coney Island on Plymouth Rd in 

Livonia the second Wednesday of the month. 

Meetings start at 7pm, but if you plan to eat, 

please come as early as 6pm so ordering is done 

by the start of the meeting. 

Stay Magical, Everyone! 

John Russell 

President 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Secretary’s Report – Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 
Your faithful Secretary was unable to attend the meeting in April due to other obligations, so 
instead of my own report, here is a description from the very fastidious Vice President, Mark 
O’Brien: 

My doctor gave me a test for 

kleptomania. Well, he didn't 

"give" it to me so much as I 

"took" it… 

 

I Googled "lost medieval servant 

boy," and it said, "Page Not 

Found." 

 
 Bob Goodwin and Anubis Bill Rabe 



Greetings: First off, I would like to let you all know that the April AAMC Meeting was a 
resounding success! There was a very large turnout! We had a full room, full tummies and full 
tables filled with the magic, props, apparatus and secrets from many of our members and 
extended magic family! 
 
Guests this month included Mr. and Mrs. Jack Markley from Indiana, Dave Schneider from ABC 
Magic in Mt. Clemens and his associate, K. Kaz. 
 
Additionally: Many of our members brought treasures to share! Ken Magee! Wow! Just go talk 
to Ken! BTW - Ken also introduced us to his lovely Muse! No, I won't share her name or her 
picture (although Randy took many!). If you were present at the meeting then you won't 
require an online share! Lol! 
 
AAMC Membership Cards were given to those who were in attendance and had not previously 
received theirs. 
 
Treasurer: Please note that there was a brief presentation from Don Oesterwind. (I love this 
man!) regarding the Westland Rotary Club! The AAMC was publicly presented with the cheque 
for their part in providing performers for the Magic of Giving show in March.  
 
In conclusion: 
Our Good Friend Dave Schneider and his team from ABC Magic had a lot to bring to the table, 
along with some very good suggestions! 
 
In the Secret Art, 
 
Mark P. O’Brien 
 
**A huge thank you to V.P. Mark O’Brien for spearheading the meeting this month and 
reporting on the goings-on for us! 
 
Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cedoz, Ph.D. 
Secretary 
 

It has been said that those 
who forget the past are 
doomed to repeat it. 

 
But I have always believed 
that those who forget the 
past are doomed to repeat 
it. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Oesterwind (Left) and Mark O’Brien Jack Markley (Left) and Dan Jones 

Shirley Markley 

Rich and Linda Triemer Vice President Mark O’Brien 

Ken Magee & Muse 

The local symphony had a new trombone player who, after a few weeks, was not 

able to keep up with the demands. So, they took away his trombone, gave him two 

sticks and made him the drummer. After a few weeks of being the drummer, he was 

having trouble playing with everyone else, so they took one stick away and made 

him the conductor. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

 

Dave Schneider Karl Rabe 

(Almost) Everyone! 

TRIVIA QUESTION 
This French magician was born in 1847 in 

Caluire-et-Cuire, Rhône (Lyon), France. He is 
credited with creating the Multiplying Billiard 

Balls (rather a variation on the modern version), 
the Vanishing Bird Cage and the Vanishing Lady, 
known famously today by another name. If you 
use spring flowers, you owe it to this man. He 

was also a contemporary of Jean Eugène 
Robert-Houdin. Who is he??? 

ANSWER AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjBqaGF0M7TAhWi7YMKHWiIBnUQjRwIBw&url=https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buatier_de_Kolta&psig=AFQjCNELnrNaoJocrc497W6L244NOSjCPw&ust=1493725708565713


Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 
 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for May 2017! I hope everyone had a great 
Easter holiday and that you have been able to get out and enjoy the lovely spring weather 
when we have had it! This month I have been working on some new sets (or rather, tweaking 
some old sets) and getting them ready. There are two books that I am constantly going back 
and rereading no matter what I am working on, but it is even more true when I am constructing 
or fine-tuning effects. One of the books that I am talking about is Strong Magic by Darwin 
Ortiz. 
 
This book was published in 1994 by Kaufman & Greenberg in hardcover format. It has 379 
pages total and is comprised of 4 sections, each broken down into chapters for a total of 
twenty-two chapters, plus two appendices. The aim of this book was to give the reader insights 
and tips on showmanship as a close-up performer, among many other things. After all, the 
subtitle of the book is Creative Showmanship for the Close-up Magician. This book was very 
controversial when it was first released; many amateurs and pros alike praised the book, but 
almost every review across the board completely lambasted it. Why? That is a good question… 
 
In my analysis of this book the opening pages set a tone for the rest of the book that comes 
across (rather, can come across) as being haughty and “my analysis and solutions are always 
correct”. It is my firm belief that many of the reviewers that panned this book did so because 
they either read the book with the wrong ideas in mind, the wrong filters on or perhaps, no 
filters at all. Indeed, much of this book is based on the experience of the author, who performs 
for lay audiences for a living, and what he perceives to be the best way to navigate through the 
rocky terrain of audience experience, show structure, magical effect, etc. 
 
There are some very harsh critiques and criticisms in the book that poke at some well-known 
magicians pretty hard (some of which probably could have been left out), but by far and large, 
it does not make them right. However, Darwin even tells you that you will not agree with 
everything in this book, nor should you. Sometimes for a person to progress in anything they do 
in life, it takes a good thumping of the ego to kickstart it. This book certainly can do that. Some 
of the material presented is also common sense to many, however, he goes into even more 
detail on even those subjects. This book talks about how one should go about structuring an 
act, how to elicit certain emotions/responses, how to test the material, what to do and what 
not to do and much, much more.  
 
When giving examples of each point he touches on, Darwin often cites some of his own work as 
the reference (and why not?), but he also uses the work of others and it is not always a nice 
comparison. But what if, instead of taking it as an insult and a “fact”, you read this is if it were 
his opinion and that his intention is to make you think? This book should be read by not just 
close-up performers but also stand-up and stage performers. A lot of the subject matter will 
give you plenty to think about, regardless of how harsh, ridiculous, opinionated or unwarranted 
that it may come across to you. There are also references abound in this book, not all of them 



being magic books. The reader would do well to remember that even the author says that one 
will not necessarily agree with everything in the book and more importantly, that is okay.  
 
Even if you dismiss the book, the author and his opinions/statements and do not apply anything 
from this book to your own work (which in my humble opinion would be a foolhardy thing to 
do), you will at the very least be forced to think outside the box on all aspects of your show. 
Everybody that is serious about performing will find that this book forces you to think about 
things you have missed before, and this book in all its controversy and glory belongs in the 
library of every serious performer. Earlier I mentioned there is another book very like this one. 
What is the title? Tune in again next month to find out! 
 
That is all for this month folks and until next time remember: Keep the magic alive! -JMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missing Photo Credit: Photo credit to 

member JOE FUSCO for the photo in 

the MARCH 2017 Magic Messenger 

featuring the Slow Cooker turtle. 

Thanks Joe! 

 

 

What a magician looks like 

when reading the word for a 

Center Tear… 

Here is a joke 

for all the 

mind readers 

out there… 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibuvit5s7TAhWGx4MKHdEeBOsQjRwIBw&url=http://he.memegenerator.net/Squinting-At-A-Piece-Of-Paper&psig=AFQjCNGteA2Cpjz63HPuEGhIlycRv7Z3vA&ust=1493731668184764


Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 

 

TRIVIA ANSWER 
Buatier De Kolta, née Joseph Buatier. The Vanishing Lady, nowadays known as the De Kolta 
Chair, was first presented in 1886. A lady is sat upon a chair and a large cloth is draped over 

her; when it is whisked away she vanishes immediately. Seconds later she reappears in a 
distant part of the stage/theater. This was a signature illusion for Richiardi Jr. and has been 

used by many modern illusionists including David Copperfield and Hans Klok. I have used it in 
my own illusion shows as well. 
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