
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Corner –John Russell 
Greetings everyone!  
 
At our meeting last month, I distributed a survey to get feedback on what our members are 

looking for and how we can best meet the needs of everyone. “Meeting the needs of everyone” 

is quite a challenge since we have a very wide spectrum of interest in magic: Close-up, stand-

up, stage, full-time, part-time, hobby, long-time performers, and newbies. The good news is 

there seems to be a general consensus that we’re on the right track, and heading in the right 

direction. There isn’t any bad news, so that’s a good thing. But it became obvious to me that we 

can break up what folks are looking for into four areas: some people want to perform magic. 

Some want to watch magic. Others want to learn magic, while still others want to discuss 

magic. Let’s take a look at how we might attempt to meet all those needs. 

Some want to perform magic. This is a staple of our meetings. Pretty much every month, a 

“show time” of some sort is carved out that allows anyone and everyone (who wishes) to put 

on a little show for those in attendance. I usually announce some kind of “theme” that gives us 

an idea of what to dig out of our magic closets (or storage sheds, as the case may be) to bring 

along. But it’s definitely not limited to that. Last month, only about half the magic performed 

went with the theme, and that’s perfectly all right. It’s the Ann Arbor Magic Club, and the magic 

is what we’re all about. Bring something you’re working on, bring something new, bring 

something you’ve performed a hundred times… but bring something! (Keep in mind that 

performing in front of an audience of magicians is not the same thing as performing for lay 

audiences, but practice is practice!) 

Some want to watch magic. Obviously if one performs magic at a meeting, there’s someone to 

watch. So just showing up generally insures that you’re going to see some magic. There’s also 

been discussion about field trips as a group to see specific performers and that’s always a 

possibility. 

Some want to learn magic. There are a couple ways we accomplish this. First, maybe half the 

time that someone performs a routine, they demonstrate what they did, how they made it, 

and/or what they learned along the way. It’s almost like a mini-lecture on what we just saw. 

And when that happens, a Q & A is usually not far behind. Second, we have lectures where we 

bring someone in from outside to share their experience and insights. The club pays for this, 
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and generally, we charge some kind of admission to everyone to defray the costs. A lecture may 

not be for everyone, but usually there is something for everyone. (The consensus of the survey, 

by the way, is “more lectures!”). Third, we schedule an occasional “teach-a-trick” night, where 

we specifically show and tell something that we want to share. One new approach we’re toying 

with is to have some mini-workshops in a kind of round-robin approach (a station for coins, a 

station for cards, a station for mentalism, etc.). If you would like to be part of that and host a 

station, let me know. 

Some want to discuss magic. The books, lectures, forums, etc. are endless and we often have 

sidebar discussions during our meetings (note: we should try and keep that to a minimum when 

people are performing) or afterwards on a variety of topics. But to take that even further, I’m 

compiling a list of discussion questions that I’ll bring up to get more people involved in these 

discussions. Some topics were brought up in the survey, and I’ve incorporated them into my 

list. I hope we’ll have a lot of people chime in their thoughts and ideas. It’s hard to have a 

“discussion” when only a couple people speak. 

So there you go. A lofty goal, perhaps, but I honestly believe we do, indeed, offer “something 

for everyone” in one form or another. And we continue to evolve, so keep your input and 

feedback coming! 

March 25th 
Our club has a huge opportunity coming up later this month as we partner with the Westland 

Rotary Club for their “Magic of Giving” program on Saturday March 25th at 2pm in the 

Stockmeyer Auditorium at Wayne Memorial High School. While the performer slate is set, we 

can use help representing our club. If you’d like to work some close up magic in the aisles, help 

backstage, even help with parking (they’re expecting a sold out house of about 800 people!), let 

us know. The club is getting a very nice donation for our participation.  

Requiescant in Pacem 
Not sure how much you follow the magic community (you should!), but we lost two influential 

performers last month: Bob Cassidy, and Daryl Easton. Bob specialized in mentalism, and Daryl 

was a ‘card guy’. Both extremely talented, both had deep influences on their particular area of 

expertise, both will be sorely missed. Praying God’s peace upon their families. 

Well, that’s all I have for this month. Hope to see you at the Senate Coney Island on 

Wednesday, March 8th, and then again at the big show on March 25th. In the meantime… 

Stay Magical! 
John Russell 

President 
 
  What do you call a magician on a plane?       

Answer: A flying sorcerer! 
 

Did you hear about the magician that 
cut off his wife’s entire left side? 
She’s all right now. 



Secretary’s Report – Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala 
 

Our meeting for February 2017 was interesting and full of laughs. We welcomed three new 
members into the club, I.B.M. members Andrew Martin Portala, his wife Melissa Portala (in 
absentia) and their son Eli Portala, all the way from Toledo, Ohio! The group had a very good 
discussion on the upcoming show in March and a lot of very good ideas were shared. If anyone 
would like to help volunteer to do backstage work, please contact club Secretary Joaquin Ayala. 

The meeting theme was originally set to be Silk Magic, but there was a great variety of 
magic shared with the group. The festivities began with our official club photographer Randy 
Smith demonstrating various types of wands used by magicians, everything from Multiplying 
Wands, Silk Vanishing Wands and Rubber Wands to a Bang Wand. The bang wand was so loud it 
got the attention of a local group of police officers in the restaurant having dinner, especially 
after the loud jokes of us all being kicked out and arrested! New member Andrew Martin 
Portala performed a classic in Professor’s Nightmare as well as the Sucker Color Changing Silk.  

Eli Portala followed with a very nice Billiard Ball Manipulation act, which included plenty 
of interludes between a silk and a ball. Club Secretary Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz 
demonstrated a way to make a quick Silk Fountain using a hank ball and a large regular silk. 
Sergeant-at-Arms Bill Brang opened a set with the Magic of Reading and demonstrated two 
wonderful Blendo-type effects, one of which saw a red and a white silk turning into a white silk 
with a red heart on it.   

Finally, Karl Rabe performed a very nice mentalism effect using a sarcophagus with 
three different mummies, one red, one blue and the last one yellow. Each phase became more 
hands-off and more impossible! The evening ended when Don Osterwind, Dr. Ayala and 
Treasurer Scott Mitchell all talked about the lectures, the shows and their newfound treasures 
at Magi-Fest in Columbus, Ohio in January.  A great way to end a fun evening! 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Above: Karl Rabe 
 
Top Left: Andrew Martin Portala 
 
Bottom Left: Bill Brang 
 



So apparently crocodiles can grow 17-20 feet, but I have never seen one 
with more than four… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you ever get a stabbing pain in your eye when you drink 
coffee, try taking the spoon out of the mug… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala Eli Portala 

  

  
Randy Smith An attentive group! 

Don Oesterwind Bob Goodwin & Dan Jones 

Psychics Predict that World Did Not End Yesterday 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Russell 

 

Man Struck by Lighting, Faces Battery 

Charge 
 

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, 

Expert Says 

 

Army Vehicle Disappears After Being 

Painted with Camouflage 

A little puzzle: 

The great conjuror and escapologist Harry Houdini was an expert 

with locks and safes. He was once challenged by a safe manufacturer 

to open a locked safe. Before accepting the challenge, Houdini 

examined the safe carefully and saw that it was of a new design that 

he would almost certainly find impossible to unlock. Nevertheless, 

he accepted the challenge, and won it. How? 

IF you think you know the answer, contact me and tell me! The 
answer will appear at the end of NEXT MONTH’S newsletter! 

 

TRIVIA QUESTION 

I can just about guarantee that this 
person has touched the lives of just 
about everyone reading this in some 

way or other. He was an inventor, 
athlete, magician, toy-maker and 

businessman. Who is he? 
Answer at the end of the newsletter! 



Ex Libris by Joaquin Ayala, Ph.D. 

 
Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for March 2017! It has been an interesting year 
so far with the weather being up and down and up again. Just a week before this article was 
written, in February 2017, we set to new high temperature records. It is just crazy the amount 
of varying temperatures and in such a normally cold month too! This crazy variety reminds me a 
lot of the book we are going to focus on for this month, The Secrets of Brother John Hamman 
by Richard Kaufman. It is a 252-page hardcover book in published in 1989 by Kaufman and 
Greenburg. 
 
Brother John Hamman was a Marianist (a profession within the Roman Catholic Church) and a 
teacher of over 20 years, and he is very famous for many different card moves which have 
become standard moves over the years. Two his most famous moves include the Hamman 
Count and the Gemini Count, and he was responsible for the popularization of the Flushtration 
Count. Some of his more famous effects include Fan-To-See, Haldeucination and Micro-Macro. 
 
This book concentrates on card magic, but there is really a great deal of variety in the contents 
as far as the plots are concerned. One example: most magicians are familiar with the Ace 
Assembly plot where four Aces are laid face down on the all magically assemble together on 
one “leader Ace”. There is a most excellent variation on that in this book called Final Ace 
Routine; it does use gimmicked cards but it is oh, so clean! This version has inspired other 
similar versions. 
 
One of my all-time favorite card effects is called The Devilish Miracle and was created by Ed 
Marlo. The effect is a unique spin on the The Biddle Trick where one selection is found quickly; 
it appears and vanishes multiple times in a small packet, then transposes with the second 
selection inside the deck at the end. Brother John has a handling of that effect in this book 
called The Devilish Miracle Retold, which uses a very clever count of his called The Countback. 
This is a very deceptive count that allows you to clearly display five very different cards and yet, 
one is switched out or vanishes completely. It is used to its fullest glory in another effect called 
The Invisible Card, where one card is chosen and lost in the pack; five random cards are taken 
out by the performer in hopes to luckily pick the selected card. These five are displayed and 
then spread out on the table in a row, only one is missing. The missing card is “invisible” and 
the performer is able to name the card. At the end, the “invisible card” is turned over and it 
immediately becomes visible! 
 
The Signed Card is a fantastic and very deceptive handling of the now-classic Mystery Card plot. 
To me The Faked Deck one of the most brilliant concepts set forth here; this is an ingenious 
way to store and carry around your gaffed/non-gaffed packet tricks without having to use the 
cheap plastic wallets, or any wallets at all if you so choose. 
 
Well, that is all for this month folks! Remember to get out there and share the fun, read a good 
magic book and above all, keep the magic alive! – JMA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Requiescant In Pacem 

 
 

Bob Cassidy 
 

Bob Cassidy was a very well renowned 
mentalist from New Jersey. Among his 
many contributions to the art of 
mentalism, Bob gifted us with a number 
of books now widely considered as 
classics among practitioners. Those 
include his first work, The Art of 
Mentalism published in 1983, The 
Principia Mentalia in 1994 and The 
Artful Mentalism of Bob Cassidy in 
2004.  
 
Cassidy, alongside four other mentalists 
– Tony Raven, Scott Gordon, Mary Lynn 
and Dian Buehlmeier, in 1978 founded 
the Psychic Entertainers Association. 
This society is now the most prominent 
primary international professional 
society for mentalists.  
 
Bob passed away on Friday February 
24th, 2017 at the age of 67 

Daryl Easton (neé Martinez) 
 
Daryl was known as the ‘Magician’s 
Magician’ and for very good reason. He 
was a prolific creator and an extremely 
good teacher. His specialties covered a 
wide range of genres from close-up magic 
to card magic to parlor magic.  

He released a number of classic L&L 
Publishing works such as his Daryl’s Card 
Revelations, The Encyclopedia of Card 
Sleights and Daryl’s Ambitious Card Video. 
Two of his books, Secrets of a Puerto Rican 
Gambler and For Your Entertainment 
Pleasure are considered classic must-have 
books for serious magic students. 

He was a very well-loved and 
respected performer and teacher all over 
the world. Such is his influence that just 
about every living magician today uses 
something that he has created, published 
or put his unique spin on. 
 
Daryl tragically died after committing 
suicide at the Hollywood Magic Castle on 
Friday February 24th, 2017. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web: http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 
AAMC POCs 

President:  John Russell / john@johnrussellmagic.com 

Vice President:  Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Dr. Joaquin M. Ayala de Cédoz / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell / vonbodan@gmail.com 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Bill Brang / havewandwilltravel2002@yahoo.com 

Librarian:  Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:  Mark O’Brien / contact@pm4crmagic.me 

Webmaster:  Karl Rabe / krabe@comcast.net 

Website:  http://www.aamagic.org/ 

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 
Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution? Contact us! 

Bring a guest to a meeting! Perform! Join a Committee! 
 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at Senate Coney Island Restaurant - 34359 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 
48150-1500. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Come at 6 p.m. if you want to 

eat. 

TRIVIA QUESTION ANSWER: 
Alfred Carlton (A. C.) Gilbert 

Gilbert invented the Erector Set and earned the nickname “The Man Who Saved 
Christmas” in 1918. American Flyer trains, Mysto Manufacturing magic kits, Gilbert 
Chemical Company, Gilbert U-238 Atomic Energy Laboratory (kit) – sound familiar? 

All of these (among others) were founded and/or owned by A.C. Gilbert! 
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