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President’s Corner. 
What an exciting month July was!  Our regular meeting featured a 

wide variety of magic, performed by a wide variety of members! Then, the 

very next day, we had Franz Harary speak for about 2 hours in a free-

wheeling discussion of magic – past, present, and future! 

Our regular meeting brought us two new members: Michael Doyle 

and Rob Krozal, both of Livonia! In addition, all proposed bylaw changes 

were passed. Watch for new copies of our bylaws to be available for 

download. 

The Franz Harary lecture was extremely well attended (is Thursday a 

better night? Just asking…) not only by AAMC Members, but the magic 

fraternity in southeastern Michigan at large! 

Franz spoke very openly about his path to international success, and 

invited folks to ask about anything… and they did! I had not met Franz 

before, but I have to tell you: he is such a down-to-earth, gracious guy, it 

was a real pleasure to spend the evening with him, and listen to just a few 

of his thoughts… can you imagine all the stories he could tell? 

I did video record the entire lecture, and will have it uploaded to You 

Tube sometime soon. I need to convert it, and edit out one little 10 minute 

section per Franz‟s request (and if you were there, you can probably guess 

what that section is!). 

By the way, that Thursday night meeting brought us our third new 

member of the month:  Steve Israel, the president of the Toledo Magic 

Club! 

Our August meeting theme is Card Magic. What can you do with a 

deck or packet of cards? Bring them along, and let‟s see!  

 

 

 



Create, Don‟t Imitate 

 

 So the time we spent with Franz has framed the topic for this month‟s 

“President‟s Corner”. He spoke at length about being creative when we 

perform a magic effect. And here‟s my take away. 

 When I was younger, I would buy a new trick, read the instructions, 

read the patter, and pretty much do it the way I was told. Very little, if any, 

deviation. Yes, it sounded a little silly for a 14 year old kid to talk about 

just getting back from China, but hey, what did I know? Even the books I 

read had patter lines to follow. You could buy books and books of patter 

(and they‟re still in print!). Never occurred to me that, “hey. Someone is 

being creative!” 

 Now that I‟m a grown adult and more magically mature, I buy a new 

trick, read the instructions, and begin to think through how I‟m going to 

present it. I‟m not very creative when it comes to making new magic, but I 

am pretty creative when it comes to making new presentations and 

variations.  

 Take the Six Card Repeat. Regardless of how you do it (gimmicked 

or un-gimmicked), virtually everyone I‟ve seen perform it has some 

variation of “the trick where you have six cards, take away three cards and 

have six left”. It‟s one of those over exposed (and I‟m not talking method) 

tricks, that people talk about in a negative way. If you saw my show last 

August, you‟ll know I tell a story about answering a math question way 

back in 2nd Grade and how it got me in trouble, with a little sucker gag at 

the end (I‟m not going to give more of it because it’s my presentation, 

and you can’t have it! LOL). 

 My point is, look at the “stock magic” you have and do. How can you 

make it yours. How can you be creatively unique in your presentation? 

How can you do it differently than is commonly done? Could you perform 

the tricks from a magic kit borrowed from a kid, and do them in a way that 

they can‟t figure out what you‟re doing? 

 So that‟s my challenge to all of us: THINK. Think through your 

presentation. Think about another way to present it. Think of how you 

might change the look of the props. Think why you would be doing this if 



you had real magical powers (sorry all you believers in Santa and the 

Easter Bunny). Don‟t do the same old magic the same old way. Not only 

will you be a breath of fresh air to your audiences who have seen other 

magicians, but it will freshen the magic for yourself as well. Give it a try! 

 

Magically yours, 

John Russell – President 
 

Secretary’s Report   

 
My future submittals are going to be a bit different. My wife is moving to 

Romeo MI., and I guess I‟m moving with her!  I‟ll still be active at some 

level in club activities, but the distance precludes my attendance at every 

meeting. Consequently I will be relying on input from club members in 

publishing meeting minutes and solict your comments /observations.  

From photos below, provided by Randy Smith, looks the club had 

another successful and very entertaining evening. It‟s evident that the  

AAMC is outstanding in the level of involvement and talent of our 

members. 

 

 

 
                      John Russell                                    Jim Placido 

 



 
Cows 

 

 
           John, Scott Molly & Pam                         Art Goyette 

 

 

 
          Mystery Magician (To me)                        Bill Brang 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
Dr. Joaquin Ayala 



 
More Cows 

 

 
              John Russell                       John Custer Marvin Mathena 

 

Mathis’ Musings 

 
- I bought a vacuum cleaner six months ago and so far all it's 
been doing is gathering dust. 
 
- Every time someone comes up with a foolproof solution, 
along comes a more- talented fool. 
 
- Behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes.  
 



- If you keep your feet firmly on the ground, you'll have trouble 
putting on your pants. 
 
- When I married Ms. Right, I had no idea her first name was 
Always.  
 
- My wife got 8 out 10 on her driver's test- - the other two guys 
managed to jump out of her way. 
 
 

 
 



 
                     Franz Harary                                 A Full House ! 

? 
Claude Conlin was a magician with a disreputable past. He had been 

married seven or eleven times, depending on which source you believe. 

He was a con man and imprisoned for fraud. However, his success at mind 

reading was indisputable. He wowed audiences during the height of his 

career in the 1920s. What was Conlin's stage name? 

 

Answer at the end of the Messenger 

 
 

Around the Town: 

For complete listing of magic events in Michigan, visit John Luka’s 

site http://www.johnlukamagic.com/mi/events.html 

 

Jim Folkl 
 

Ex Librisby  Joaquin Ayala, PhD. 
 

Hello folks and welcome to the Ex Libris article for July 2016! I hope 

everyone is enjoying the insane summer weather – welcome to Michigan! 

This month instead of going back in time to explore a book, I think we 

will stay right where we are with a modern tome called One Degree by 

John Guastaferro.This book is already a modern classic of sorts and it was 

originally published by Vanishing Inc. as a hardcover book. The book was 

wildly popular when it first came out and the demand was so high that 

http://www.johnlukamagic.com/mi/events.html


when the hardcover edition sold out, they reprinted the book in soft cover 

format for re-release earlier this Spring.  

 

The crux of the book is the essays that are in between the effects. They 

talk about the philosophy of the author which he calls the „One Degree 

Principle‟. To describe what this is: Sometime it is such that you have 

some great effects in your arsenal, but maybe you are not happy about 

certain aspects of them. It might be that it is very streamlined as far as 

method and handling but the result is a lackadaisical response from your 

audience. Perhaps the reactions you get are very good but there is 

something in the method that is either difficult to do or that muddies the 

pathway to the result. The idea behind the One Degree Principle is that the 

slightest change can make something that is already great, even better - a 

onedegree change. To illustrate this, if you have a pot of water at 211 

degrees Fahrenheit, and one degree more will push it to the boiling point.  

 

These little changes might be in the form of something you say in your 

script, one or two words or maybe an entire sentence. It might be in the 

form of changing a sleight, adding a move or removing one from the 

method, it might be adding or changing a prop that is used. In reality, it 

can be anything. Other essays in the book talk about how to come up with 

your own ideas, how to create your own brand of magic and your own 

imaging, creating connections with your audience and more. These are 

relatively short essays but they will make you think, whether you intend to 

be a full-time magician or just an amateur who performs for friends or at 

the club. It is all aimed at making you a stronger performer.  

 

The effects in the book are all things that John has come up with based on 

old plots in magic, but they all share two things in common: They are all 

very commercial and they have all been through the “One Degree” change 

filter. That is, they all started out as something John used in his 

professional sets and over time, small changes were made to make them 

better, cleaner, more direct, etc. Two of the best effects in the book are 

effects that John is very well known for, among others, and they are his 



Lost & Found, which is his travel themed effect where a signed card 

travels to a luggage take, is removed and reappears back in the luggage 

tag. The other is his Vino Aces which is his version of the classic 

MacDonald’s Aces, and in his version the cards are placed in wine glasses 

and can play on stage to large crowds as well as smaller parlour settings. 

This book is very well worth your attention if not for the great effects it 

contains then for the thought-provoking essays which will surely get your 

mental wheel turning. 

 

That is all for this month folks –as always, get out there, share some magic 

and enjoy the summer for soon the school season will be upon us! 

 

-JMA 
 

            ! Alexander, The Man Who Knows  ! 

 

Conlin had worked in Vaudeville so he was well-versed in 

performing, which he used to his advantage. As Alexander, The 

Man Who Knows, he styled himself as an Asian mystic 

complete with turban and silk robes. The turban wasn't just for 

show. It held an electronic device inside. His assistant who 

remained backstage would tip him off about the information 

contained in secret envelopes submitted by the audience. Once 

the envelopes were smuggled backstage, the rest was easy. 

Alexander became a mind reader extraordinaire. 

 

 

“Support our local brick & mortar magic shops! 

 

ABC Magic Shop 

69 N Walnut St, /Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

(586) 790-3700 

http://abcmagicshop.com/ 

 

http://abcmagicshop.com/


 

 
Wunderground Magic, Inc. 

Phone: (248) 280-5925 

Email: paul@wundergroundmagicshop.com 

Mail: 16 S. Main St., Clawson, MI 48017 

Web:  http://www.wundergroundmagicshop.com/ 

 

 

 

 AAMC POCs 

President:      John Russell /john@johnrussellmagic.com 

VP:                 Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Secretary:      Jim Folkl / folkinimagic@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:     Dan Jones /dmjones0701@yahoo.com 

Sgt At Arms: Scott Mitchell /  vonbodan@gmail.com 

Librarian:      Dr. Joaquin Ayala / chefayala99@gmail.com 

Historian:       Mark O’Brien / mpobmagic@gmail.com 

Webmaster:    Karl Rabe / krabe@.net. 

Website:                               http://www.aamagic.org/  

 

Check out our Facebook Page “Ann Arbor Magic Club” 

 

Have a question / suggestion / comment / contribution?  

Contact us! 

 

Bring a guest to a meeting!   Perform!   Join a Committee!  

 

The Ann Arbor Magic Club meets the second Wednesday of 

the month, at the Senate Coney Island Restaurant,34359 

Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150-1500 . Meetings start at 

7pm. 
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